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PREFACE. 



Although it is generally known that a Commis- 
sion has existed during the last thirty years for the 
better preservation and publication of the Records 
of the Kingdom, but few persons are aware of the 
precise nature of the ntunerous volumes which 
have been printed by its authority. It is the 
object of the following sheets to supply that in- 
formation; and, by rendering the world better 
acquainted with the utility of those works in 
illustrating British History, and, in many cases^ for 
Legal purposes, it is conceived that an acceptable 
service will be rendered to historical and antiqua- 
rian literature. In executing this task, the plan has 
been to adopt the descriptions of the respective 
volumes in the remarks which are prefixed to 
them ; and it is to be particularly understood that 
criticism upon their merits has been carefully 
avoided. For all which is said of their value, 
excepting what occurs within inverted coAimas, the 
writer of this tract is, however, responsible ; and he 
has no fear that the truth of his statements will be 
disputed. Notwithstanding that he has not per- 
mitted himself to inquire whether the works might 
or might not have been more judiciously executed, 
or whether they were the most important whidi 
could have been undertaken, he has not withheld 
praise where he believed it to be due, nor hesitated 
to correct mis-statements where the errors were 
likely to mislead. 



iv PREFACE. 

It will be obvious that the works published by 
the Record Commission are of great utility both in 
a Literary and Legal point of view ; that Historical 
writers cannot proceed properly with their labours 
without consulting these volumes; and that no 
library of the slightest pretensions can be considered 
complete unless it contains them : whilst Hiey are 
ey^n of greater importance for many inquiries of 
a Legal, and for all investigations of an Antiquarian 
description. 

Within the last few weeks the Record Com- 
mission, actuated by a laudable desire to diffuse 
the information which these works afford, has Hbe^ 
.'ally ordered a very considerable reduction to be 
made in their prices, with the view of plaping 
th^pl within the reach of a greater number of 
persons ; and in furtherance of that plan, the fol- 
lowing description of their contents and utility is 
published. 

Before concluding these remarks, it is proper to 
observe, that in many of the notices of the works, 
information is added on the subjects to which 
they refbr, which may be found useful ; more 
especially with respect to the manner of obtain- 
ing admission to the Reading Room of the British 
Museum, and on the regulations by which it 
is governed* Nor is it too much to say that 
some labour has been bestowed on this effort to 
present the Historical and Antiquarian student with 
a guide to various sources of intelligence connected 
with those interesting pursuits. 

September 26, 1831. 
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DOMESDAY BOOK; 

SEU t.IB£B CENSUALIS WILLISLMI TUlMj SSGlS ANGUE» 

Domesday J&ooAr.— -2 vols, folioy 1783. Additamenta and 

Indices.'^^ vols, folio, 1816. 

DOMESDAY BOOK/ which is the most ancient and one 
of the most important records in the Kingdom, affords 
highly valuable antiquarian and historical information. It 
contains the only authentic account of the state of property 
in England immediately after the Conquest; and was the 
Register from which judgment was to be given upon the 
value, tenure, and service of the lands described therein. 
Though the exact time when the Survey was commenced 
is unknown, it is certain that it was finished in 1086. 
Blackstone upon the authority of a passage in the Saxon 
Chronicle thus explains the cause of its being undertaken : 

<' We learn from the Saxon Chronicle that in the nine- 
<^ teenth year of King William'*s reign an invasion was 
<' apprehended from Denmark ; and the military constitution 
** of the Saxons being then laid aside, and no other intro- 
'* duced in its stead, the kingdom was wholly defenceless : 
^^ which occasioned the King to bring over a large army of 
'^ Normans and Bretons, who were quartered upon every 

landowner, and greatly oppressed the people. This 
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1 Domesday Book is alad known by the following designations :«« 

ROTULUS WlKTONI^, SCRIPTUBA ThESAUBI ReOIS, LiBEE DE 

WiNTOMiA, and Liber Regis; and, according to Spelman, Libeh 

JuDICIARinS, CeKSDALIS AKOLIiK, AnOLIA NoTITIA XT LUSTRATIO, 

and Rotulus Regis. 

1 



^ DOMESDAY BOOK. 



*< iq^Mueiit weakness, together with the grieyances occwaned 
<< by a foreign force, might c(M>perate with the King's 
<< lemonstrances and the better incline the nobility to listen 
'^ to has proposals for putting them in a posture of defence^ 
^^ For, as soon as the danger was over, the King held agreat 
^ Council, to inquire into the state of the nation ; the inune*- 
*' distte consequence of which was, the compiling of the 
^^ Great Survey called Dom£SPay Book, which was finished 
^^ the next year ; and in the latter end of that very year the 
** King was attended by all his Nobility at Sarum, where all 
*c the pnndpal landowners submitted their lands to the yoke 
t^ of military tenure, became the King'^s vassals, and did 
/^ homage and fealty to his person. Thi$ seems to have 
^^ been the sera of fonnally introducing the feodal tenures by 
**Uw,'' 

' The Sun^y was eKecuted by certain Commissioners called 
the King's Justiciaries, probably with the assistance of some 
of the principal persons in each Shire, upon the oaths of the 
Sbedffs, Lords of Manors, Presbyters of Churches^ Reeves 
of Uundredsi Bailiffs, and six villans of every village, who 
made the fidlowing inquiries: — ^^ The name of the p)ace; of 
*^ the person who held it in the time of King Edward the 
'^ Confessor; who was the present possessor; how many 
^' hides there were in the Manor ; how many csrrucates 
^^:in demesne; how many homagers; how many villans; 
^^ how many cotarii ; how many servi ; what freemien ; 
^< how many tenants in socage ; what quantity of woi)d;; 
«< how much meadow and pasture ; what mills and £sh- 
<< ponds ; how much added or taken away ; what was ^e 
f ^ gross value in King Edward's time ; what was the pre^nt 
<< value; and how much each fireeman or sochman has or 
''had. All this was to be triply estimated: first as the 
'' estate was held in the time of the Confessor ; then, ^s.it 
'' was bestowed by King William ; and thirdly, its value as 
^' it stood at the formation of the Survey. The Jurors 
'^ were moreover to state wJbbether any advance could be mad<s 
" in tfie value;'* 



^ Introdnctibn to '^ Domesday Book. 
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DOMESDAY BOOK. S 

^ Th6 f&IIoving obsenration oHP the writer of tbe Si&on 
Chronicle prores the minttteness and fidelity with which the 
Inquisitors performed their task, and the indignation which 
was naturally felt on the subject Anno 1085. ^ The King 
^* had a great Council and spoke very deeply with his Witan 
^' concerning this land, how it was held and what wcve its 
tenantry. He then sent his men over aH Etigknd, into 
every shire, and caused diem to ascertain how mtoy 
^^ hundred hides of land it contained, and what lands the 
'^King possessed therein, what cattle there were in the 
several counties, and how much revenue he Ottgh% to 
receive yearly from each. He also caused them to write 
*^ down how much land belonged to his Archbishops^ to 'his 
<' Bishops, his Abbots, and his Earis, and that I may hb 
^^ brief, what property every Inhabitant of all En^nd 
*^ possessed in land or in cattle, and how mtldi mMey this 
was worth. So very narrowly did he cause the Survey to 
be made, that there was not a single hide nor a virgate bf 
^^ land, nor (it is shameful to relate that which he thov^ht 
no shame to do) was there an ox or a cow, or a pig passed 
by, that was not set down in the accounts, and then all 
these writings were brought to him.^ 
It has be^i coxrjectured, however, that the Jurors in 
iiumerous instancearframed returns of a more extensive lutture 
than was absolutely required by the King^s precept, and 
that it is on this account tliat there are different kinds of 
descriptions in different Counties. 

The following notices of the contents of the returns in 
DoscESDAY Book are abridged from the ^^ Generd Intro- 
duction'" prefixed to the third volume, wh^e a valuable 
account of the record is given, written by Mr. Henry 
Ellis, the present Principal Librarian of the British 
Museum. 

Px{sso)7s« — The classes of persons mentioned in Domesday 
Book are Bishops, Abbots, Babons, Taixi or Thakes, 
Vavahsorss, the Aloabii or tenants in allodium; Milites, 
which is sometimes used for a soldier or military servant, and 
sometimes for individuals of higher rank ; Libebi Homines, 

b2 









4 DOMESDAY BOOK. 

ngmfying not merely At fipeenen os ftoriioldeni^f * Minior^ 
but oceaaidnalLy indvding «U tliei wdcc i»ew)udy iiie»> 
tionedy and indeed nil persons bdding by imtitary tenince; 
Seca:&ifAKNi «r S^cau^i^s, ibe inAmr. himiamnm» «bo bud 
laada in soc ot {lancfaise of a {(Mat Ba»»» being ]Nr&vfleged 
inUatts, iirbo, duMigb ih^ tmiUKia weie absolotely ec^y^ 
bold^ bad an intemst eqwl ta a Jveehold; RACHENiaxEsa 
or Radmankij tenwto of a . aimUar desctiption to the 
Socbemanni; Yillavi, people wboae tenure weve beld in 
viUeaig^; Bo]ii>AI^^« vjivo aeqarding.to Lord Coke iwiere 
Bo(pr;s vbo b^ a Uttl6 b^mcie vitb fiome land of husbandry 
iviggor i^bast a cottiige, while other autheritiea coiisider that 
they, YWe driKlges, apd pc^-fonned vile services^ reserved 
by the Lord on a poor little house asid a small parcel of 
b^^^afudiothm^siagMOt that they were Cottagers. . Cosessrs, 
yf}iQ,yfex^ af^f0^/^h^.fivm f^ the Cottarii and Cotmanni 
P^£«r. ^ « 9offSF^ ;% t^m.iuod jsynoia^moualy with C<dibertr| 
w^o are describe by Coke^ as teMnts in freeaoocage by 
l^rent. ,8)SBvi,*.suppo6e4 iOviie iba pupre viHanesand 
iriUmis in g^^, who were, aubject to the aarbitwy pleaawre 
of their lorilf and appointjad ta peisform: servile .^rJoi. 
A^ciLLB, who were females, very aiipilaTly i^cumstanqed to 
the Servi. Ceksabii^ or CcNsoaBSi who w^ere occupieops of 
land, and appear to have been free persons. PoitCAiuni 
whoy althoi^h they appear to hafve been in some instances 
mere swine-herds, yet 4ire generally mentioned as free^ 
occu^ers who rented die privilege of feeding pig$ In the 
woodlands. Homjhes^ which includes all s<^s of feudatory; 
tenants, who claimed the privilege of havkig their cauifcui 
and persons tried only in the court of their lord. Angle and 
Anglici frequently Qccur among the under tenants holding 
in different capacities. 

Among the Offices attached to names are Faleonen^ 
Bowmen, ^^ Biga,"^ an oiBcar who provided carriages fyr tha 
King^s use ; Chamberlains^ Constables, Stewards, {"erealefa^ 
Mechanijcs, • Interpi:eters, Law-men or Lesser Thanes^ 
<< Latinarius,"" '^Legatus«^ "Liberators,'' "MareacaU^ 
"Medici/' "Monitor," " Pincema,'' " Beotor navis Regia/ 
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Ri^,^ ^T]i^ftiirsri«uij'' Hod ^*Ven«toi«g'^^f «. higher descx^ 
tismi> The tf adl^s fiiid ^ces 6t an kifefior kind sre wamanmB ; 
bttf ndither of tbem u*e Yemmrkabl^, excepdog^ pmhaps, 
ib(» i^^JottndftKir Bcj^s'' Md ^' Jeeulttinsr''' or lomslvdi^ 

l/Vinfeoniae^'' the Sacrist; and'^-MniirieuIttriUfi Modmetf^ SI 
J^hamiis Gesfrke.'^ ««Q«litocirU^ #lM'Malili«i% '^ffioiM 
]pitd3''-oce6paef«24if'HoiMM.< >-' >'^ ^ "•'' -"^ - 
' Lak^s*-^— The fchir ptiikri^l ^Mnrtjithmd <4 lavdk air6 
TsEEA or arable h¥d^ as- ^tisiifidi fissm uro^y mead^^w^' and 
eonimon pasture;- Silta aflMi^'Ncvtrs^ Ae ts#al^«etitf#J^ 
wood ; PASi^ikA, Pasttm i*ttitidl^Attm> M^adiiw (>MXB£»iij 
MaTsh or Fen land. . , . t . . . ' - t .ji 

' Only fout BottlssiPa, * beflided tiie Ne^^'-FiM^t'itt ^anpi 
tihire, are allndi^ to^^ vk. Windslir FcMIM;, >th6> Fdl^t' tilf 
Om^eliBges in Wiltshire, <.Wimbtinte in Dorsetshire^ 'and 
Whiehwood ia^ Otforddifre. 7%ere are iky leMtlian^fhittj^. 
e^t iiotiees of Vinsyaeds m diflbMt Coinfties. 'Mlt£^ 
and^AtT.WdEirs f^qoehtly t)ccur. No no^e is to be 
fbnhd of Tin^ but Iron aiid Blomes^ Masites and PlumlM!^ 
tf Iron ar^ several times mentioned- as rents. The only 
Leiid Woirks ^thidibd to were upott Ae Kkig'lB demesne lA 
©erbytfiire. ' 

' Land was ' measured by the Hide, Carrucate, Virgat^ 
Bovata or Oxgang, the Ferding) the Acie, and the Perch, 
and in Sent by the Solin or Jtigum. The Leuga, whidl 
a0eilt8'to har^ conmted of 480- perehes ot twelve Quaran* 
febliB, aiid'Qtiiireiita, were mostrcomineDly applied to Wood 
L«nd. 

c FisHBEtiis form an tmpiitnrtaiit' aotirce - of rent in the 
3urvey, and consisted chiefly of Eels, Herrings^ and Salmon^ 
%1te' tent' in Eels appeeors to h^Ve been sometimes paid 
niimeiically and sometimeis by Miehes or sticks, every stidc 
having twenfty-five. The Herrhig Fisheries occur iii Kent 
and Sussex, onee in Norfolk, and vd^ immerously in SuiiUk* 
Salmon are mentioned in the Survey, by name, but in few 
tmi» Tbe ^ PisdniK*'' or «« VlvAria,'' were stews or fish- 
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pooh, and die ** Hdemaris*' tras a sea hedge, now ciAed ti 
pitched net or choll net. > 

MoNsr. — ^The difibrent computations of money in diie 
Survey are by tlie Libra or Pound, the Mark, the Ora, 
the Shilling, the Penny, the Halfpenny, die Farthings 
and the Minuta. The Librae; or Pounds appear to hat« 
been of three kinds, the -'' Librae' ad numerum,^ the 
^^Librde ad pensmni,^ and the ^^Librse 'ad ignem et ad 
pensum.** The " Libra ad numerum'^ was the pound of 
ready money made up not of JshiQings, but of One, and 
war Tallied at tfie rate of twenty pence to the Ora. The 
^ LlbMB albae,'* " de albo argento,^ ♦• blancas,'" ** candidse,'' 
^d^'albisdenairiis,^ '* denariorum eandidorum,'* ^^alborum 
* ntimmorum,'' et '* candidorum nummorum,'" appear to have 
been thesaitf^ with the "Librae ad numerum,'' and were 
'Valued at twenty pence to the Ora. The "Libr» ad 
^'pensum"* were by weight. The "Librae ad ignem et 
" pensam,^ " ariae et pensatae,'' or ** ad pensam et anuram,^ 
fbrmed the payment when the coins offered at the Exchequer 
were defective in fineness as well as in weight, in which 
case the Receivers either melted a sample of the money paid, 
or received sixpence or a shflling over every twenty in lieu of 
actual combustion. The half mark both of silver and gold 
occurs in numerous passages. Both the mark and the half 
mark were computations of money only ; and such also was the 
" ora,'' whatever it might have been in other parts of Europe. 
In many articles of bargain and sale it is used for the ounce, 
or twelfth part of the nummulary pound. The Shilling 
of the Domesday Survey, like the Pound, the Mark, and 
the Ora, was only money of account. The Saxon ShilMng 
consisted of five pence : that of Domesday Book is always 
twelve pence. The Penny was the only coin known in 
England till long after the date of Domesday Book. In the 
Survey it is usually called Denarius : but in a few instances 
nummi occur for denarii. The Obolus or halfpenny, and the 
Fording Ferdinc, Fertiiig or Quadrans, were literally fhic- 
tions, or broken parts of the penny. The Minuta occurs 
once only. From the circumstance of its being mentiMied 
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in iGliQftbiie, it is susp^c^ to have been (he ,9in«U copper 
coin used by the Northumbrian Kings, called the Styca^ 
^I^e Aunw RcgiuflB or Queeu Gold is thrice mentioned. 
> MoKBYEJia ANi>. THs . XjBDRTY OF Coii^AGiu — In, the 
Domesdny Survey payMi^nts ^^ de Moneta,^ ^r the privilc^pi 
ai coiniii^ are meatianed at P^vieiiBey, Lewes^ Mdmesbu^) 
B^th, Taunton* Ootfoid) Gloacesffr, Bofdf nt, Nottij^gbia^i 
and. Thetford s find ^^ Moneliariit^ occur at X^ew^^* Walling^ 
&rd» Dorchester, in. Dov$^sbi^efli;.\^ridpoi!tj Warebi^iOy 
fihaftesbury^ Oxford, Worce^tergi tierefi^ndf HMntingdoni 
Leicester, Sb4rfw«bury9 Chester) Not^tui^hiani,.. Yor](^,Lm« 
cohi, Colchest^, Norwich, TiogcJiu^ Sudbuiy^ and Ip/rwick 

^^ At Herefoid there vere «even money^^s, . one ^t^M^m 
*^ belonged to the Bishop. On a . re^oipage tb^ ^ rqyal 
^^ moneyers piud twenty afaiiUnga to tbe King^ wd tbe 
^^ Bishop had the same sum from his moneyers*, When 
^^ the King went there the moneyers were tp n^ake as jow^y 
^' pernios of the King^s silver as he pleased. The seyen 
.^' moneyers had their own soc.and sac. If any one of the 
*^ King'^s moneyers died the King bad twenty shillings for 
^< a relief, and if he died without having disposed of his 
^' efiectfl the King became possessed of his property. At 
^< Shrewsbury the King had three moneyers, who after 
'^ they had purchased their dies like the other moneyers of 
^.^ the country, on the fifteenth day gave each twenty shiU 
^* lings to the King ; and this was done while the money 
^^ was coining. At Chester there were in the time cX 
'^ Sdward die Confessor seven moneyers. At Norwich the 
^'. Bisbcq) was allowed a moneyer if he wished for one*^^ 

CouNTi£s» — The greater subdivisions of the Shires or 
Counties in the Domesday Survey appear to have been 
Tsedings or Ridings, Lests, Rapes, Wapentakes, Hundieds, 
Half Hundreds, and Half Lests. 

CiTiBs AND Burghs.—'^ The Services, Charges, and 
^' Cuatoms of the Cities and Bui^hs noticed in the Survey, 
<^.£brm a valuaUe illustration of the Saxon Laws. A com* 
>^ paiison of the two shows in bow small a degree the Nor* 
^^.' wans interfered with the ancient institutions of the people.*!" 
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ThiB faileieBtug viifejtct wcapiM M pogM^of -dnm^^'ifii^ 
ttochflctioii,^ but it is impossiidtio abridge thca^ ' ><t >.u 

C ji«Ti:»BSw->»T]ie Surv^ tkanms tctiMmhle iigkl' on die 

HisMry of anetent Casdes, a grealwunbero^theHKkBHig 

mentioiied ia vaxioiiB pafig of "AeReabk 

. Makoks.-^^ The andeut IXmwnir ef lite <}rota>>iNr 

^ xecofded m AeSfirvej) cansuted of 1,422 inaiio»3B(dK£* 

** ferent counties, besides some scattered laads ancl fimas 

'^ not comprelieiidad thocin, and quit vents veve paid oitt of 

^'serersl ether manors J^ r ^^Au^ HaDa^ os Hanla,^ abaU 

•CT chief mansiea-hause, iraa the. usiuii a^iendaga of ia 

nanon-'^^ Curiay^ which oceasiMiidlj seems to- have implied 

• the Cosurt or Manor House of the Lord oidy^ appears in Hone 

<Mr VwQ entries to have amostt immedfale reference to mknprial 

jiirisdictioflti« -lOfithe increase and decrease ef manors, and 

jef .thd TemovslMof laaids firoila one mannr taanodier, tk^ 

linqtanoes threnghoiil^ftlid Surrey* are nnmenma A 42nnond 

"instance of die ^^formatien of a new manor occurs in the 

account of GJoucesfeendiire. >^In lind^see Ead W. 

•^Jbnned a manor of four par-cdis ef land Whieh hepiarchased 

: ^^ &om the owners thereof. Of the demesne ef the Bbhdp 

^* ef Herefoid three hides : of the demesne >o£ thiof monks ^of 

^ Persfaore six hides ivhere there weee six trillans^with fda^ 

^^cumxcates. From into Thanes he pnrdi8ied>threei hides 

*^ and a half.'^ In Bura in the county of (Essex .is thia entiry 

-^^^ To this manor are added forty acres of the laiidofKidg 

«^ William.^ Somelames instances occur of die r^noTai of th^ 

^'liberi homines^- or f sochemaiini^' irom one manor- td 

another. *^ That manoss wece sometknes shifted frotSi one 

^^ hundred to another weiuive an instance in tj^macesterdiiie, 

♦^ under Wenric, belonging to the Abbey of Wincbcombe/* 

<^Villa^^ was another term for a manor or hndship. 
A ^' Berewic*" was a member severed from the body of a 
kianor, as a vfll oi* hamlet of a manor or hardship. - 

<^ MansioJ^-'-rln the Exeter Domesday Mansiois dbfost 
constantly used for manmnm : and there is also one eatxj 
which tends to show that in die retiun for Essex the two 
words Were considei»d as synonymous^ In other instmees 
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ibe ]n«tei4 «eem» to have bembutft member or katnfet of 
the maneriim. The ^* iVcftctT or ^'Prepositi MoMiJomiii 
'dt ¥illiiruin^^ trere tke Reeinesi Baifii{%' or Stewsids of 
iBflabra^ vhoee bwhieM h w» tiroolleot^tlie rents, to levy 
distresses, to prevent trespoflses^ tO'lie^ die. peace, and to 
do all the offices of equity and right bm^eeti dielortland 
tenants. The '^Bedelli''. were the Under BuMflv of 
maooAi. 

MABKZxe Axn Toi.L8.**^Matleeta hce fe^ qu e n tly men- 
tioned, and yklded ftom' tbn 'shillings to eleven pounds, 
some of ifladk &te mid to be recattly estaUith^* The 
Madret at St GcvmainB in- Conrwdl k stated to bo held on 
a Sunday*- Fairs odrar only once^namelyf in iriie*iflMn8r of 
Aspdhi, bdmging to ' Ratpk F^vereIL~Tolla, . Toly Thiol, 
or Tbdomum, in tiie language of the Domesday •Surrey, 
wa& net merely ~tlie liberty ef buying and aeBiogv or kdepteg 
a maricet ; it also signified the customary dues er renta- paid 
to the Lord of a manor for his profits of the Fair or 
Market, as well as it tribute or custom for passage 

TcmrKKS and SKnyicnu-^Toiure in fiank tdmoigtle 
fii^squently oec«rs» This is the tenure by irhiofa the andent 
Monasteries and veHgtous Houses hdd die larger pcMlon of 
their Lands. ^^ Firraa unus noetis,^ one n^fafs entertainment, 
is a service whidi is often mentioned as having been rendered 
in the time ot 'Edward the Confessor. At Chintenham in 
GMuoeaterslnre a render was made, in the lime of Edward, 
^ three diousand cakes of dc^-bread: ^ter mille panes 
canibus*'" The manor of Cumbe in Kent is said to have been 
worth 4/; ^' et servittum unius militis,^ which must have 
been by finding^ a man for the wars* In Cornwall^ one hide 
of land belonging to the Church of St. Gkrmmns is stated 
to have rendered by custom a cup of ale and tlurty pence* 
The royal demesne of Portland in Northamptonshke in the 
time of Edward Ae Confessor, paid, beside forty-eight 
shillings rent, ten*diillings for skins or rugs for die King^s 
rampter horses. Among the baser services was '^Avera,^^ 
the service wlddi the tenant owed to the King or other 
Xord^ by horse or ox, or by oarrii^ wiA either, and 

Inward," the guarding the person of the King when 
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he lodged in a €ity, or atMidance on the Sheriff. A 
bui^ss of Gloucester rendered for land at Quenintone in 
that cotmfy four plough-shares. Under AchelM in Bucking- 
hamshire it is stated that Grodrie the sher^ granted to 
Aluuid half a hide of land so long as he should be sheriff 
on Condition that she should teach his daughter the art of 
embroidery. 

Hebiots and Reliefs occur but rarely in the Survey. 

CuiMiKAL AKD CtviL JcuisDicTions.— •'< Saca was the 
*' power and privilege df hearing imd determining causes and 
*^ disputes, levying forfeitures and fines, executing laws, and 
'^ administering justice within a certain precinct< — Soca was 
** the territory or precinct in which the Saca and other 
*^ privileges were eicercised. Team or Theame, says Cowel, 
*' from the Saxon tyman ptopagare, to teem or bring forth, 
"signifies a royalty granted by the King^s charter to the 
^ lord of a manor, for the having, restraining, and judging 
^ bondmen, neifs, and villans, with their children, goods, 
** and chi^ttels, in his court. '^ 

' DELtKQUEKGiEs AND FiNEs. — »The delinquencies more 
particularly noticed are, Adulterium ; Burgheristh or Bur- 
geret, supposed to be the same with - Bur^breck or 
Bobhbbece, fidejussionis fractio, mentioned in the Saxon 
laws ; Forestel, Forstel, or Foristel, an assault upon the 
road, or hindrance of a traveller going upon his lawful 
^siness; Gribrige, the same with Facis infractio, a vio* 
lation of the peace ; Hainfare or Heinfare, which appears 
to have been the flight for murder ; Handsoca, a breach of 
the peace in a man^s house; Raptum, rape; Revelach, 
robbery or rapine ; and Forisfactura sanguinis, bloodshed. 

The payments for Transgressions are, Blodewita, an 
amercement for the shedding or drawing of blood; 
Hangewitha, an amercement for hanging a thief without 
judgment, or for letting him escape from custody ; Homi* 
cidium, the mulct or payment for homicide ; LatrociDinm^ 
the fine for robbery ; and Legrewita or Lairwita, the for*- 
feiture for adultery or fornication. 

' EceLEsiASTicAL MATTERS. — ** Thc preccpt which di- 
" rected the formation of the Survey laid no injunction on 
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^< tfaa .Jurors to mtik^ a return, of Chinrches. The XAention 
^> of )tbeP9 if at all joade^ was likely to be i^rregidar* The 
5f whole . nwabor noticed in the Surrey amoxmts to a few 
** more than one thoofiaad seyen himdred; and it is re^ 
*^ markable .that whfle two hiindred^nd twen^-two chxtrchea 
^< were.iietumed firom Liacolnshixe, two hundred and for^« 
** three from Norfolk, and three hundred and six^-fourfinna 
**' Suffolk, one only can be found in the cetuxn for Cam* 
*' bridgeshiro; and none in Lancashiie^ Cornwall, or eyen 
'^ Middles^c* The whde number of churches recorded. in 
^^ the Survey falls considerably. under what there are^gi^ounds 
^^ for concluding they must haye amounted to about or spon 
<' after tkd time of the Conquest 

*' The. circumstance of < I^resbyteri^ occurring most .&e» 
^' quently in Coiuties where scareely any ecclesu^ ar^ noticed, 
^^ gives strength to the presumption that the officers, of the 

Exchequer who abridged the returns considered the entry 

of the one as in most cases implying the existence of the 
*' other/^ ^^ As the inquiries of the King'^s Commissioners 
*' probably could not have extended to churches unendowed 
^^ with lands, we need not be surprized to find the tythes of 
'^ churches entered for the most part incidentally, and some 
'^ooanties without the slightest mention of them even 
'* where there are churches : as if the churches had been 
*^ entirely supported by voluntary oblations, dues, or masses. 
^^No tythes are noticed in Somersetshire, Devonshire, 
^^ Cornwall, Middlesex, Hertfordshire and Leicestershire.*" 

The^^iEcclesiolse^and^^Capellse'*^ of the Survey appear 
to. have been sometimes subordinate to the ^^ Ecclesias,*^ and 
some&Does separately endowed. '^ Beneficium,"'' as applied 
to a Chiuch, is a term but once used in Domesday. 

Persons. — ^Presbyteri occur in several of the counties as 
holding lands like ordinary tenants. Kelham gives Rector 
as one interpretation of Presbyter. The '* Capellani '^ were 
frequently domestic Priests. The '^ Clerici^ appear to have 
been in some instances the same as ^^ Capellani.^^ ^^ Sacer^ 
dos^ occurs twice in the seccmd volume of the Survey. 
" Circessef^ or " Circiete," a payment of Corn to the Priest 
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. Few Ilt$XQ».itAh £vKiiT» ^ penma of hlstoriQiI/iiil<ii 
portmnce «re notic^ a^d naa^ $31 «f th^te nre ttentkned 
casually* The xeigo. uf f^iH^/iiB ^xim neADrred to>' andifab 
nfme of JBtbelred^ lathep: ff Bdward the Cm&Mor^ oiuie 
o^cforiii ^be Cop^9f|fK^> Ipm^etfi^' alluded to with greaft 
recpecti Jbeing |wice i^]p^ ^^ Crltotiosps Belt Edvardus,'' aad 
dlr spfi^ to mana^eri^^ ai^ )q»ec)i% «mcomM* C^ diidn- 
gui^h^d gi(iuKo«8y.i)pt»ciM70€mVvaf ^waidEaalofN^^^ 
lif^rlaQd.; Gr9^ira»7tb(lifb«iwa^o«iite(lf of Merciar Edric, 
tfaff Admrftlwl^or^tei^ftbe Cc^vjpwst 4ft.flanljto have livad4iii 
futli^ir xa J]teQin{tfk!& £(fV9ifaad;.ihe^rQndwmd hefa^ofjiis 
^vf^^.JSihfpva, sistcrv lof Harold, and one or two odiers, 
mcluding,^jRj)4i m^^ghtex-et'tht Conqueim, who is not 
9H^<m^ \fj kViiffMJ^ JiwQiAh uttifoxndy apokeaof ad 
^ JJ^VffVf^^f^e rfii^alm : ^' ^^(uaiidoiregiuuB iavasit.^ Once 
^vHYj »t Sudbi9)4one ^ in. ^a«(ipibk;e^ it. is said <£ him; 
^^. /mand^ ssgaabat*"^, . Of ^ WiUma it ib 4u; .> eoniBtaiilly is^d 

r po9tqu#ip yeiH^t laAilgUam^"' Once etafy dees diev«x|ae8^: 
iip9 Qjccu^, ^^fos^llaw W* B#K ieooquifebvit .An^iairii^? 
ifr^ij^ be CQnquefisd. or acquitted i&ogk&d. ^'^iHlunddii^ 
invasit^ is also tbjBjaQgm^. of AeiCbuttulAfy> of' Battle 
Abbey « In a few .instances - the > naiaea .iof ; peisoaB' i^re 
v^cord^ who fell either in the battle betiootii Hardd .iihd 
the Norwegians^ or at Hftsting& The iniiq[ilkni(Qf Tdeani 
ap CoradoG in 1074 is kiotieed in Glamorgaiishiae^ . and 
the Conquerpr?s jq^meiy into Wales^in iffJ9'm.9ha 
idluded to. It ss rraaatlable that ,not a ^aiDgletnMitoir^id 
any part of England, or even the snmUestportiettof.iaad', 
is put down in the Survey as . belonging taetthorof fthe 
Conqueror's s^ms. 

Illustrations of Angue^t MAKHEBs^-f-Sereml^ entttb*^ 
occur in Domesday. Book which illustrate the manneRr and 
customs of the eleventh c^ntury> Thus> under fiendxed in 
Berkshire it is said, ^^ Al\uric.de Tacebim saith tbet he hath 
.^ seen the King's writ, whereby he ^ave it to Crodiic'*s wife 
^< US a gifty beqiuae she &d im dogs.'^ Under the .Maapr^of 
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WiteUfe^ betoffging to llAlpti iH M&tVmtr^ in ftfr 
instance o£ holding for three lives : notices of Orded md 
of W«g6r cfthiel oeibur i> SoraersetBhire, Lincoln, and Ely. 
Lsnd in iowst is mentsoned ni Olottcestersrhire atnd OxfbiAi 
diire. Under Esoefie, in W^tctotershtiae, it a remaAal^ 
instance «^« nuncupaofe'iriU ; and in the same county are 
twosin^gukruotioes of the andeflt mediod of giving sdttn: 
mfer Witeos it is said^^^^This laUd gave one TTlTiet to'die 
<« Cfanrdi of £Tediaaii» »i |Aaced' the fAsM rf] gift tipoif 
^< die altar -when hn son Altiet'irasHiade a oumk lliere* 
<< This was done in tbe(«Ui7ear of the reign of King Ed- 
^ ward; bnt afterwavds AUbol iElwin g«i^ tlds lanri to Ins 
^^ node for lifey who was subsequently slafai Ih the fcattfe of 
« Haarold against the^ Noraemen, and AeChilrch rccoYewtf 
^ the land before iKing Williani came into Engiandw"^ "^ 

The aamsenieat of Hawking is Blustnited by nnmeroulr 
entiles. In seventl places no less thab'-ten ptMmds ^igt^ 
made the optsonal payment for a hawk ! and at' Wlorcester 
a Norway hawk is particularly specified. The custom of 
a widow not martylAg again till after a year seelnsnotlbeJ 
under Pltnnsteady in Norfolk. Thus :^^'* Bishop Ahnarm 
^..Bsiicd' it as a-foicfoiture) because the Woniaii who held it 
^iaakried within 'a year wfter the death of her hiisband.^ '* 

OKunMAL Uses aw^ CoMssauENcss of t^e Subtey.— - 
*^ fiy the cdmpletion of this Survey the King acquired aii 
^^ exact knowledge of the possessions Of the Crown. It 
<^' afforded him the names of the Landholders. It fumidied 
^ him with the means of ascertaining tile military strength 
*^: of the country ; and it pointed out the possibility of 
'^liacreaBing the revenue in some eases, and of lessening 
^ {he demands of the tax collectors in others. It was, 
'< moreover, a Register of Appeal for those whose titles to 
*^ tkm property might be disputed.^ 

. COWBB&VATIOV AlinO Aui^HOBFrY OF DOMESDAY BoOK IN 

Odujits of Law.—" Liber de Wintonia, the very name by 
^< whdch the Domesday Survey in one passage designates 
^< itself, is sufficient evidence of the- first place of its deposit. 
^Mngidphus, who lived in the reign of WilHam the Con- 
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^< qiieror^ however^ i^peiirs.to have obtained extcaetefiwm 
^^ it at London ; and the Hktory of the Foundation of 
*' Burton Abbey more than once notices < the Book of 
^ Domesday at Winton and Westminster.'' '^ 

<^ The exact time of the removal .of the recoidy if there 
^^ was originsUy but one copy, cannot now be ascertained^ 
^' Certain it is, that at a very early period it is described^ in 
^^ the Dialogus de Scacoario, as the inseparable oompamion 
<^ of the Royal Seal : aiid it is possible that the name of 
f^ < Liber de Wintoiiia^ might only aUude to the place 
^^ where the returns from the different Counties were 
<< breviated ; and that the original, immediately, or veiy 
^ soon .after its completion, was removed to Westminster. 
<^ At Westminster it was kept with the Eing^s Seal, by 
*^ the side -of the Tally Court in the Exchequer, under 
^^ three locks sad keys, in the charge of the auditor, th^ 
^^ chambarlains, and deputy-<;hamfoerlains of the Exche^ 
«< quer, till, in 1G96, it was deposited among other valuable 
f ^ records in Uie Chapter House, where it still remaingi. 
^* Aj^als to the decision of this Survey ocdur at a very 
f ^ early period. Petrus Blesensis notices an appeal of the 
^ Monks of Croyland to it, in the reign of Henry the 
^ First. Others occur in the Abbrmatio PlacitOBrum, on 
^^ questions of ancient demesne, in the time of King John 
<< and subsequent reigns. The proof of ancient demesne 
<^ still rests with the Domesday Survey. Other cases, in 
<^ which its evidence is yet appealed to in Courts of Law, 
^< are, in proving the antiquity of Mills, and ia setting up 
^^ prescriptions in ' ncm decimando*'* By the Statute of 
*' 9 Edw. II. called ^ Articuli Cleri,^ it was determined 
<^ that prohibition should not lie upon demand of tithe 
<< for a new Mill. The Mill, therefore, which is £mnd in 
<< Domesday, must be presumed folder than the 9th of 
«< Edward IL, and is, of course, dischaiged by its evidence 
*' from Tithe.^ 

^< On the discharge of Abbey lands from tithes, as pK>ved 
^ by Domesday 9 it may be prop^ to state, that Pope Paschal 
^^ the Second, at an early period, exempted geaocally all the 
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^ ttligiMs fix)m paying tithes of lands in their own hands. 
** This privilege was afterwards restrained to the four fa- 
^' voured orders, the Cistereiansj the Templars, the Hospi- 
^^ talers, and the PremonMratensians. So it continned till 
"-the fourth Council of Latei-an in 1215, when the pri- 
^* vilege was again restrained to such lands as the Abbies 
*' had at that time, and was declared not to ext^id to any 
*^ after-purchased lands : and it extends only to lands 
^ * dum propriis manibus coluntur.' From the paucity of 
^ dates in early documents,' ihe Doinesday Survey is very 
frequently the only evidence which can be adduced, that 
the lands ckuming a discbarge were vested in the Mo- 
nastery before the year expressed in the Lateran 
"Council.'' 

Domesday Book was published ui 1783 'in two volumes, 
in consequence of an address from the House of Lords in 
1767* In 1816 a volume of Indices was printed by the 
Record Commission, to which a very vahiabie '^ General 
Introduction" was prefixed. Those " Indices" consist 
first of an Index Locorum according to the order in 
which the Counties occur in the original: secondly, a 
general Index Locorum, with the nature of the land, 
the County, the Hundred or Wapentake, and the name 
of the possessor: thirdly, an Index Nominum of Tenants 
in capite ; and lastly, a general Index Rerum prsecipuarum ; 
but, unfortunately, there is no General Indew Nominum. 

In 1816 another volume appeared, containing the Exon 
DoMssBAY,' the Inquisitio Eleensis, the Ltbeb Winton, 
and the Boldon Book, which require to be separately 
described. 

I 

THE EXON DOMESDAY.— This record, which id 
preserved among the muniments of the Dean and Chapter 
of Exeter, ^^ presents a description of the Western parts of 
" the Kingdom, comprising the counties of Wilts, Dorset, 
^^ Somerset, Devon, and Cornwdl ; and it is supposed, so 
^' far as it extends, to contain an exact transcript of the 
^original Rolls or Returns made by the Ccmqueror's Com- 
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nussioiiers at the time of foiming the General Survey, 
f* from which the Great Domesday itself was comfnled. 
The Inquisition for each Hundred states, 1st The total 
number of Hides. 2nd. The number held by the King 
*< and his Barons in demesne, together with an enume* 
^' ration of those for which the Tax was not paid. 3id. The 
^< number of Hides for which the tax was paid, and its 
<< amount. 4th. The tax in arrear, and the reasons for ita 
'' so remaining. In some instances the niunber of hides 
^< for which the tax was paid, and its amount, follow the 
^< enumeration of the hides. Many variations occur between 
this record and the Exchequer Domesday. The names 
of Tenants in King Edward^^s time are far more nume-> 
** rously preserved in the Exon than in the Exchequer 
<< Domesday. In the systematic arrangement of the subject 
^' matter, the Exchequer Domesday be^urs unquestionably 
^ a decided preference over the Exon Domesday. Occa* 
'^ sional insertions in the margin of the Exon Survey are 
<< entered in the text of that in the Exchequer.**^ 

" The most striking feature, however, of the Exeter 
'< Domesday, in which it uniformly supplies us with addi- 
^^ tional knowledge to that in the Exchequer Survey, is the 
*' enumeration of live stock upon every estate ; an account 
^' of the number of oxen, sheep, goats, horses, and pigs ; 
^^ exacdy in the same manner as it is given in the second 
'^ volume of the Great Domesday. The reason for omitting 
<^ this enumeration in the breviated entries of the £rst 
" volume of the Great Survey is self-evident. The live 
<< stock was altering every day and year ; the enumeration 
^' of it, therefore, could be of no further use than for the 
<^ time when the Survey was made. A comparison of this 
^^ part of the Exeter with the second volume of the Great 
<^ Sujrvey, tends greatly to corroborate the notion that the 
^^ returns of the counties of Essex, Norfolk, and Suffolk, 
<< were transcribed in full from the original Rotuli, in the 
'^ same manner as the Exeter Domesday. It is singular, that 
^^ in Essex, as has been noticed in the Introduction to the 
'^ Great Domesday, ^soldarii' is once used for ^miUtes.^ 
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^^ The counties of Essex^ Norfolk, and Suffolk, it will be 
^^ remembered, have almost as marked a variation in their 
*^ language from the first volume of Domesday as the Exeter 
'* Survey.'' 

THE INQUISITIO ELIENSIS « is a document of 
'^ the same kind with the Exeter Domesday, relating to the 
" property of the Monastery of Ely, recorded afterwards in 
** the two volumes of the Domesday Survey. It is pre- 
^^ served in a register of the Monastery remaining among 
^[ the Cotton manuscripts in the British Museum, marked 
** Tiberius A. vi., and is, at least, as old as the twelfth 
century. Another copy of this Inquisition is contained 
in the chartulary of Ely Monastery, preserved at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, called by Gale, Liber Eliensis. In 
'^ point of form, arrangement, contents, peculiarities, redun- 
dancies of entry, and diction, it very much resembles the 
Exeter Survey. It contains the same enumeration of live 
stock ; and beside the lands actually held by the Monas- 
** tery, it formally details the state of those which were 
*^ granted out as thain-lands, as well as of those of which 
^< the Abbot had the soke only. It opens with the Inqui- 
sition already mentioned in the Introduction to the Ex- 
chequer Survey, followed by the names of the Jurors in 
<' the different Hundreds of Cambridge and Hertfordshire 
^ only.'' 

*' The difference in the names of places is full as remark- 
^^ able in the Inquisitio Eliensis as in the Exeter Domesday. 
" In the names of persons the variations are fewer.'^ 

THE WINTON DOMESDAY, " formerly the property 
^^ of James West, Esq., and now preserved in the archives 
" of the Society of Antiquaries of London, consists of two 
" distinct parts or records, both written upon vellum. The 
'* first is entitled * A Book of the King's Lands in Win- 
" Chester, rendering Landgable as they were used to render 
" in the time of King Edward ;' and occupies twelve leaves 
" of the manuscript, in double columns. The second record 
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(( heffMiB at fol. 13. b. — ' This is the Inquiadon of the Lands 
'< of Winchester, whoso holdeth, and how much he holdeth, 
'* and of whom he holdeth, Sec. ; taken by command of 
*' Bishop Heniy, in the Year of our Lord 1148,^ and occu- 
** pies twenty leaves." 

<* Immediately foUowing the title of the first portion is a 
^* rubiick, stating that Kii^ Henry the First, desirous of 
^' ascertaining what King Edward the Confessor held in 
^ Winchester as of his own demesne, ordered this survey to 
be made, upon the oaths of the Burgesses. An Liquest was 
accordingly taken by four score and six of the superior Bur- 
gesses, in the presence of William the Bishop, Herbert the 
<* Chamberlain, Ralph Basset, 6eo£Brey Ridd, and WiUiam 
'' de Pontearchar. William Gifford, Bishop of Winchester, 
<< was consecrated in 1107 ; and, as he died, according to 
'' Wharton (Anglia Sacra, Part 1, pp. 278, 299), in 1128, 
^ the Survey must have been taken some time between those 
" years.'' 
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<^ Among the particulars in this record more peculiarly 
** interesting to the topographer, may be mentioned the 
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notice of a royal house in the city, distinct from that of 
the King. Five mints which l\ad before existed, are repre^ 
<^ sented to have been put down by King Henry ; and several 
*^ almshouses are mentioned distinct &om the charities be- 
*^ stowed on religious houses. Throughout the record house- 
^^ rent appears to be rated extremely high, considering the 
^' scarcity of money.'' 

THE BOLDON BOOK, or Survey of the Palatinate of 
Diurham, which was made by order of Hugh Pudsey, nephew 
of King Stephen, in the year 1183, ^^ probably had its name 
*^ from Boldon, a village and parish near Sunderland, in the 
^^ same diocese, where either it was compiled, or, according 
^^ to the census of whose inhabitants the other manors, &c. 
" in that Bishoprick were regulated." 

^^ Of the motives or reasons which led to this compilation 
<< we have no record ; but Bishop Pudsey affected the state 
<< of a sovereign in his own Palatinate, in which there were 
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^' many royal rights, which had been enjoyed by its prelates 
^^ long before the Conquest, and were continued long after, 
'^ several of which remain even to the present day. And 
'' perhaps it was in consequence of these exclusive rights, 
'^ that when the general census, known by the name of 
'^ Domesday Book, was made, the Bishoprick of Durham 
^* was passed by, as it was found to contain no rights which 
^* could be claimed by the monarch, without trenching on 
*^ those which had been possessed by its Bishops through a 
** long series of years.*" 

** The autograph of the Boldon Book has probably long 
'^ since perished ; or, if it exists, the place of its deposit is 
'^ unknown. Three di£ferent copies of it, possessing different 
degrees of perfection, remain ; — 1st One in the Bishop^s 
Auditor^s Office, at Durham ; 2nd. One in the Library of 
^< the Dean and Chapter in the same city ; and 3rd. One 
^' among the manuscripts of Archbishop Laud, at Oxford.^ 

Upon this record, the editor of the volume, Mr. Henry 
Ellis, has justly observed :-*-<^ It is on several accounts 
of great importance. 1st. It is a valuable supplement 
to Domesday Book, supplying a material defect in that 
<' record. 2nd. It is of great importance to the See and 
*^ Palatinate of Durham, as it is frequently appealed to, and 
^^ has been admitted as evidence in trials at law, on the part 
^* of succeeding bishops, to ascertain their property and 
^^ seignorial rights. 3rd. It Eferves to cast light on ancient 
^' tenures, customs, manners, and services. 4th. It contains 
^^ many words which are not found in Du Cange, or any 
'^ of his continuators ; the meaning of which, from the con- 
^^ nexion with others well understood in the Boldon Book, 
'' may in general be easily ascertained. 5th. It contains 
^* several curious references to the mode of living among our 
^' ancestors in the twelfth century ,t— their amusements, diet, 
" coin, the price of labour, &c. &c. ; which may furnish the 
antiquary and historian with valuable materials, either for 
a more improved topographical history of the Palatmate 
in particular, or for a more accurate account of English 
customs and manners in the twelfth century in general. 

c2 
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so DOMESDAY BOOK. 

*^ As a sapplement to Domesday Book it is particularly^ 
*< yaluable.'' 

' Indices of Tenants in capite and Loconmiy and a General 
Index Nominum (a desideratum to the Greneral Domesday 
Book) to the Exok Domesday, and Indices Locorum et 
Nominum to the Inquisitio Elisksis, to the Wfntoiv 
Domesday, and to the Boldok Book, occur at the end of 
the volume. Fac-simile plates of these Records, as well as 
of the Gaieral Domesday, aie g^ven in the lespective 
volumes. 

In most of the County Histories, the parts relating to those 
counties have generally been extracted ; and translations of 
the Domesday Book for the counties of Wilts, ^ Hants,' 
Kent, Sussex, Surrey,* York, Derby, Nottingham, Rut- 
land, Lincoln, parts of Lancashire, Westmoreland, and 
Cumberland,^ Middlesex, Hertford, Buckingham, Oxford, 
and Gloucester,^ have been published. 

A valuable work, entitled ^^ Domesday Book Illustrated,'^ 
was published by Kelham iiv^l788. 

SPECIMENS OF DOltfESDAY BOOK. 

HaKtxbcire.— Rex tenet in Halingd, duas hidms et dimidiam. Lemao 
tenuit in paragio de Rege Edwardo. Heraldus abstulit ei quando r^um 
invmt et misit in finna sua, et adhuc ibi est Tunc se defendebat pro 2 hidiiB 
et dimidia. Modo pro nihilo. Terra est 1 carucata et dimidia. In dominio 
est una carucata, et unus villanus et 8 bordarii, cum dimidia carucata ; et una 
acra prati et tJimMSa^ T. R. £. valebat 40 solidos, et postea 20 solidos ; modo 
yOsolidos. 

HAttpsHiaEn— The King holds two hides and a half in HalingeL ,Leinan 
held them in parcenary of King Edward. Harold deprived him of diem when 
be usurped the government and converted them into a royal manor : and so 



9 By Henry Fentuddocke Wyndham, Esq.^ 8vo. 178S. 

' By Richard Warner, jun. ; with an Introduction, containing an account of 
the Record, ftc, and a Glossary, 4to. 1 789. 

« With an Introduction, Notes, and Illustrations^ by Samuel HenshaB, M.A. 
and John Wilkiiison, M. D. 4to. 1799. 

A With an Introduction, Glossary, and Indices, by the Rev» William Bawd* 
wen, 4to. 1809. 

• Also by the Rev. William Bawdwen, 4to. 1812. ' 
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they lemain* It was then anessed at two hides and a half: but it is now 
^Messed at nofliing. The land is one plonghland and a half: one ploughland 
is in demesne : and one villan and eight bozdecers occupy half a plonghland^ and 
one acre and a half of meadow. It was worth in the time of King Edward 
forty shillings, and afterwards twenty shilUngs. It is now worth seventy 
shillings* 

YoRK8RiRE.»-In Adum and Englebi a Berewick to be tued deren canu 
cates, and there may be seven ploughs. Earl Siward held this for one Manor. 
Now Earl Hugh has it : and Hugh, the son of Norman, under him. In demesne 
three ploughlands ; and twelve villans widi three ploughlands. A Churdi and 
a Priest. The whole Manor two miles long and one broad. Vdue in King 
Edward's time fbrty-dght pounds ; now, forty shillings. 

DxRJiTSHiiiE.— la Appleby the Abbot of Burton had five camcates of land 
to be taxed. Land to fm ploughs. Lewric the Abbot made over -one carucate of 
this land to Countess Oodeva, which the King now has. In the same vill are 
now in demesne two ploughlands, and eight villans and one border, with one 
ploughland. Vdue in King Edward's time twenty shillings, now sixty dilUings- 

In NoTTiNOHAMSBi&E and Derbtshiee the King's peace, given under 
his hand or sed, if it shall be broken, satisfaction is to be made by eighteen 
hundreds ; every hundred dght pounds. Of this mulct the King has two parts, 
and the Earl the third. That is, twdve hundreds make satisfactkm to the King 
and six to the EarL If any one is duly outlawed for a crime, the King alone can 
restore him to peace. A Thane having more than six Manors does not pay 
xdief for lands, except to the King only« eight pounds. But if he have six only, 
or less, he pays relief to the Sheriff, three marks of silver, wheresoever ha 
dweUeth, within Borough or without But if ft Thane having soc and sac shall 
foifdt his land, the King and the Earl have a moiety of his land and money 
between them ; and his lawful wife, with his legitimate heirs, if there shall be 
any, have the other moiety. 

LixcoLV.-»Tochi, the son of Outi, had in the dty thirty messuages, beddes 
his Hall, and the patronage of two Churches, and the mdety of another : and 
his Hall he bad ijuit of dl custom, and had rent for thirty other messuages, and 
had from every messuage belonging to him in the dty one penny, that is, 
land-gable. Upon these thirty messuages the King had toll and forfdture, as 
the Burgesses have sworn s but Ulviet, the priest, contradicts these jurors, and 
proffers himsdf that he will prove, by carrying hot iron, that it is not as they 
have given thdr verdict. Geofirey Akelin holds the Hall, and his grandson 
Rdph. Bishop Remigius holds the above-mentioned thirty messuages, as be- 
longing to the Church of St. Mary, so that Geoffrey Alsdin hath nothing there- 
from, ndther by way of exchange nor other payment. 

The Entries in the Exeter Domesday and the Inquisitio 
Eliensis are so similar to those in the General Domesday, 
excepting with respect to the enumeration of the stock on 
the land, that extracts are unnecessary. 
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SPECIMENS OF THE WINTON DOMESDAY. 

Godwin Socchs was the chief Moneyer in the time of King Edwwd, 
and held one house of the Fee of the Bkhop of Winchester. The Monks of 
Stt Swithin^s now hold it. They do eiistom, «nd render 87 shillings. 

The House of Queen Emma was quitin the time of King Edward, and is 
now quit The House of Alestan Coppede rendered all customs in the time of 
Xing Edward, and nOw Bernard, the Queen's Cfasncellor, hdldedi it, and doth 
no custom, and part of the said house is upon the King's land, and part on the 
land of the Bishop. 

InBBEi>EVESTRET...^lwin, the father of Cheping, had in the time of 
King Edward, two bouses. Now Ghqitng, his son, holdeth them^ likewise quit, 
and between these two houses was a street, which his ancestors held with olfaer 
land, and fiv ibis Cheping was impleaded, but he made not fine before the 
King's Justice. And Cheping still holdeth it, and rendereth custom tbevefinv. 

SPECIMENS OF THE BOLDON BOOK. 

P. 666. Chestek, with the Villeins and Lordship, without the Stock, and 
with the fishery and mill of the same Town, rendereth twenty-four marks. 

Wermouth.— In Weremouth and Tounstall are twenty-two villans, and 
each holdeth and rendereth, and worketh, like those of Boldon. The carpenter, 
who is an old man, bath for life twelve acres for making ploughs and harrows. 
The blacksmith hath twelve acres for the iron-work of the ploughs, and the 
coals, which he flndetb. The two vills render twenty shillings fbr comage. The 
pounder holdeth and rendereth in manner as the pounder of Boldon doth. The 
Lordship is at farm with a stock of twenty beeves and two hundred sheep, and 
rendereth with the mill 20/. The Fishery rendereth six pounds. The Borough 
of Weremouth twenty shillings. 

PEircHEaE...William Basset hath Pencherein exchange for the land which 
his father had in Middleham, except fourteen score and fourteen acres and a half, 
as well of arable land as of moor, which the Bishop holdeth in capite, for which 
he rendereth four marks, and for a certain mill two marks. But the remainder 
of the vill he holdeth of Jordan de Scouland, of whom he held the land of Alid- 
dlefaam. 



THE STATUTES OF THE REALM, 

Nine Volumes Folio. — Alphabetical Index^One Vol. — Chro- 
nological Index, One Vol* In ail, Eleven Voltsmes, 

This, the only authentic edition of the Statutes of the 
Realm, commences with the Charter of Liberties of King 
Henry the First, and embraces Magna Carta and the other 
Charters of Liberties, and all legislative enactments, down 
to the accession of the House of Hanover, excepting the 
Private Statutes in, and subsequent to, the reign of Henry 
the Eighth. The peculiar features of this Collection are 
the following : — 

I. A text formed upon a collation of the most authentic 
manuscripts and the best early editions, the material varia-^ 
tions between them being pointed out. 

II. A verbatim copy of all Statutes, whether in force or 
repealed. 

III. A careful translation of all the early Statutes,^ in 
parallel columns with the originals. 

IV. Copious Indexes as well to each volume, as a 'General 
Alphabetical Index, and a General Chronological Index, in 
two separate volumes. 

The able and elaborate ^' Introduction'^ prefixed to the 
first volume, which was written by Sir Thomas Edlyne 
Tomlins, has obtained general praise. That article is 
divided into five heads, and treats, 1st Of the former printed 
collections, translations, and abridgements of the Statutes, 
and of plans heretofore proposed for an authentic publication^ 
or for the revision of the Statutes. 2nd. Of the Charters 
prefixed to this collection of the Statutes. 3rd. Of the 
matters inserted in this edition, and their arrangement ; of 
the sources from whence the several matters have been 

> Until the rdga of Henry the Seventh, the Statutes were geneally in French 
or Latin. 
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taken ; and of the mode used in seaiching for, transcribing, 
collating, noting, and printing the text of the Statutes. 
4th. Of the original language of the Charters and Sta- 
tutes, and of the translations of this collection of them. 
5th. Of the Collections of the Statutes of Scotland and 
Ireland, heretofore published by royal authority, and of the 
methods successively adopted for promulgatipg the Statutes 
before and since the union of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Fac-simile engravings are given of the Magna Carta, and 
of the other Charters of Liberties. 

The importance of an accurate and authentic edition of 
the Statutes of the Realm cannot require to be pointed out 
or insisted upon ; and when, as is the case with this edition, 
immense care and labour have been devoted to the subject, 
its claims to a place in every legal and historical library must 
at once be conceded, if it' can be shown that no former col- 
lection is complete or authentic. Upon these points it is ob- 
served in the Introduction-^ 

^^ Upon the whole it is ascertained that no complete col- 
^ lection has ever been printed, containing all the matters 
** which at different times and by different editors have been 
^^ published as Statutes. The earliest editions of entire 
*^ Statutes were printed at the latter end of the fifteenth 
** century, and began with the Statutes of Edward the Third 
*' in their original language. The Statutes of Henry the 
" Third, Edward the First, and Edward the Second, were 
*' not printed entire until the beginning of the sixteenth 
*^ century, and then in small collections by themselves in 
^^ their original language ; and none of these printed copies 
" quote any record or manuscript as an authority for the 
«' text which they exhibit. Later editions of the Statutes, 
** which combine the period previous to Edward the Third 
" with that of Edward the Third and subsequent Kingsr, 
" omit the original text of the Statutes previous to Henry 
" the Seventh ; giving translations of those Statutes, and the 
** subsequent Statutes, in English ; and the most modem 
** ecUtions, which, in some instances, insert the original text 
*« of the Statutes, previous to Richard the Tliird, from the 



STATUTES OF THE REALM. 25 



<& 



Statute Roll and ancient manuscripts, omit the translation 
<^ of. many parts of them ; and in other instances give a 
^^ translation without the text, and also omit many Acts in 
^^ the period subsequent to Henry VII. Further it is to be 
'^ observed, that the several printed editions differ materially 
^^ from each other in the text of the Statutes previous to 
" Henry VIII. The copy of the Statute of Gloucester, 
^^ 6 Edw. I. in the editions printed by Tottell in 1556 and 
^^. 1587) Ai^d by l^ord Coke in his second Institute, varies 
*' most materially, not only from that in the earlier printed 
'^ editions by Pynson in 1508 and 1514, and by Berthelet 
** in 1531, but also from that in the edition by Marshe in 
^< 1556, the same year in which the first edition by Tottell 
" was printed. The copy of this Statute, printed by Haw- 
'^ kins from the Statute Roll in the Tower, varies as well 
<' from those printed by Tottell and Lord Coke, as from 
'^ those by Pytison, Berthelet, and Marshe. This instance 
^* is mentioned, as the Statute of Gloucester is the earliest 
^^ on any Statute Roll. Many other instances occur, even in 
^^ cases where the necessity of correctness was most peculiarly 
^^ requisite ; such are the ancient Statutes relating to the 
^* assize of bread, the composition of weights and measures, 
*' and measuring of land : in all these the calculations in the 
^* priiited copies vary from each other, and are all incorrect^ 
** some in one particular, some in another. It may be noted, 
^^ moreover, that many verbal variations occur between the 
*^ several editions which appear essentially to agree with 
each other. Thus the copies in Tottell, 1556, IBffJj and 
the second Institute, though generally accordant, are not 
^^ precisely so ; and the same observation applies to the 
*^ editions by Pynson, Berthelet, and Marshe. These verbal 
*^ variations may be said to be innumetable, and though for 
^^ the most part minute, . they are occasionally important. 
^* After the commencement of the reign. of Edward III. a 
" greater degree of correctness and uniformity prevail ; but 
^^ so late as the reign of Henry VII. some instances of ma- 
^^ terial variation continue to.be met with. The Acts of 
*^ Richard III. were printed in French^ first by Caxton^ and 
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Caley, and many other persons, as collators, transcribers, 
&e. ; and that the work has cost 59)3922. 

The Statutes of the Realm were published at 31/. IO5., 
which, with 2L 128. 6d. for each of the two volumes of 
Indexes, formed a total of 36/. IBs*: but the price of the 
entire set is now reduced to 19/. 1&. ; that is, for the nine 
volumes of Statutes 16/. 16«.y and for each volume of In- 
dexes 1/. 10^. Any volume may be purchased separately 
excepting the first. 



FOEDERA, CONVENTIONES, LITTERS, 

i 

£T CUJUSCUNQUK 6SKERIS ACTA FUBLICA INTER RE6ES 
AK6LLC, £T ALIOS QUOSYIS IMPEBATORES, REGE8, PON- 
TIFICES, PRIKCIPES, VEL COMMUNITATES, i 

Ab Ingressu Gulielmi I. in Angliam, a.d. 1066, ad nostra 
usque tempora habita aut tractata. Ex Autographis, 
infra secretiores Archivonun Regiorum Thesaurarias, 
asserratis; aliisque summas vetustatis Instrumentis, ad 
Historiam Anglicanam spectantibus, fideliter exscripta. 
Primum in lucem missa de mandato Serenissimse Prin- 

i 

cipis Annas Reginse, cura et studio Thomse Rymer, 
Historiographi, et Roberti Sanderson, Armig. Denu6 
aucta et multis locis emendata jussu Serenissimi Regis 
Georgii TertiL 

Treatiesy Canventionsy Letters^ and Public Transactions 
of every kind made or concluded between the Kings of 
England^ and varioiM Emperors^ Kings, Pontiffs, Prin- 
ces, or Communities, from the Entry of William the First 
into England, a. d. 1066, unto our Tim>es. Faithfully 
transcribed from the Autographs preserved in the Treor- 
suries of the Royal Archives, and from other Instruments 
of great antiquity relating to the History of England. 
First published by command of Queen Anne under the 
superintendency of Thomas Rymer, Historiographer, 
and of Robert Sanderson, Esquires* Since augmented, 
and in m>any places corrected, by command of his Majesty 
King George the Third. 

The important collection of Historical Documents usually 
designated ^^ Rymer^s Foedera^^ has long been known to the 
learned throughout Europe, as it has formed the chief source 
whence historians have derived their materials. In the 
reign of Queen Anne, Thomas Rymer, the Historiographer 
Royal, was appointed by the Government to "collect and 
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ptiblish a selection of Treaties, Leagues, Conventions, 
Mandates, Letters, and Records, illustrative of the History 
of England, and especially of her diplomatic relations with 
other Countries. — This may be considered a general descrip- 
tion of the " Poedera f ' but the variety and interest of its 
contents scarcely admit of being classed or defined. The 
work forms, in fact,' an inexhaustible store-house for Histo- 
rians, Antiquaries, and Biographers ; and whatever may be 
the object of inquiry connected with the middle ages, the 
^^ Foedera^^ is one of the first books consulted. If the ex- 
pression may be permitted, it is, in fact, the *' Bible of An- 
'^ tiquaries ;^ for, as the greater part of the documents were 
taken from contemporary records, the accuracy of what is 
there found renders the information of infinitely greater 
value than the statements of Chroniclers, whose narratives it 
often corrects, almost always illustrates, and, what is of not 
less importance, sometimes confirms. No Historical student 
can possibly proceed with his labours, nor is any Historical 
library complete, without this invaluable collection. Its 
utility has been manifested by the testimony of the learned 
of this as well as of other countries for more than a century; 
and by the constant reference which is made to it in every 
work of the least Historical pretensions. 

The first volume of the Foedera was published in 1704, 
by Rymer, who lived to complete fourteen volumes, the last 
of which appeared in 1713, the year he died. He left the 
15th and 16th volumes prepared for press ; these, with the 
17th, were printed in the course of the four following years, 
by Robert Sanderson, Esq., his assistant, who afterwards 
published three additional volumes, forming in all twenty- 
one volumes. " Thus,'' it has been observed, " was coin- 
<^ pleted what may be properly termed the first edition of 
" the Foedera, begun in 1704, and completed in 1717* * 
'^ A second edition appeared between 17^7 aud 1735, edited 
" by George Holmes, Deputy Keeper of the Records in the 
^^ Tower, who professed to have collated such of the docu- 
^^ ments as were in the Tower with the originals. In 1730, 

1 Introdactxon to the new edition of the Foedera. 
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<' Holmes published a separate volume^ folio, pp. 67, entitled 
^ *• The Emendations in the new edition of Rymer^s Foedera,'' 
<< which emendations extended to the conclusion of the 15th 
** volume*^^ 

A third edition of the Fcedera was printed at the Hague^ 
between 1739 and 1745, which compressed the contents of 
the former into nine volumes, with a tenth containing an 
analysis of the work, which was previously published in 
French, entitled '< Abrege Historique des Actes publiques 
*< d'^Angleterre, recuillis par Thomas Rymer,^' better known 
in this country as the ^* Acta Regia,^^ together with a gene- 
ral Index. 

As the new edition of the Foedera only extends, as yef^ 
to the close of the reign of Edward the Third, some brief 
remarks may be acceptable, upon the comparative utility of 
the first and second London edition, and the Hague edition. 
It is observed, in the ^< Introduction^ before dted,^ that 
*^ though the second edition professes to be 'summa fide ool* 
<^ lata et emendata ad originales cbartas,^ yet, from what we 
*^ have seen, it appears to possess but few excellencies beyond 
^^ the former,^^ and doubt is thrown upon the assertion that 
Holmes did collate the press with the originals in the Tower. 
To what extent Holmes may have done so, it is impossible, 
without a careful examination, to state ; but this much is 
certain, that he did collate numerous documents, that he 
thereby corrected important errors, and supplied numerous 
omissions, because the writer of this tract lately saw the copy 
of the first edition which Holmes used for the purpose, and 
convinced himself, by collation, that those corrections were 
made in the second edition. As the Hague impression was 
taken from the second edition, the relative merits of each 
depend upon the arrangement, whilst the value of both over 
the first edition must be obvious. 

The chief recommendations of the Hague edition are, 
1. Its consisting of only ten volumes ; 2. The insertion of 
one hundred and seven Letters from Queen Mary to Foreign 
Princes and States between 1554 and 1558, from the origi- 

2 Page 5. 
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nals in the library of the Duke of Kent ; 3. Greater t3rpogra- 
phical accuracy; 4. The Abreg^ Historique; 5. A General 
Index to the whole work. The two London editions have 
no Index to the last three volumes : and the only Indexes 
to the seventeen preceding volumes are merely ^* Locorum 
^^ et Nominum,^ which are divided into seventeen parts^ 
corresponding with each volume, and sometimes require as 
many distinct searches. With these advantages, however, 
f;here are defects in the Hague edition, which have not been 
pointed out. Each volume is divided into four parts, sepa- 
rately paged, which not only needlessly burthens the memory 
in using the Index, but produces great inconvenience, as 
there are four pages with the same number in each volume. 
The General Index is extremely defective and inaccurate, 
and can never be depended upon. It must be noticed, how- 
ever, as a merit, that a reference occurs in each page of 
the work to the corresponding page in the second London 
edition ; and, on the whole, the Hague edition may be re- 
commended as the most convenient and valuable. 

In March, 1803, the Record Commission '^ ordered that a 
*^ new edition of Rymer^s Fcedera be prepared for the press, 
*^ commencing from the first year of William the Conqueror: 
*^ incorporating therein all other public instruments which 

may be found in the several Repositories of Records 

within this Realm,' of a similar description to those con« 
^^ tained in the original work, and continuing the Collection 
^^ down to the accession of his present Majesty .''^ 

The necessity of this Edition is thus stated in the Intro- 
duction : -* ^^ Those who are best acquainted with ^ the 
^.' Foedera/ and the nature of the originals of which it is 
^* composed, have unanimously agreed that it is a work 
^< capable of great improvement, and one that may be carried 
'^ to a much higher degree of perfection. On carefully con- 
^^ sidering the materials of this work, it has appeared that 

^ It is much to be regretted that this part of the order was not attended to« 
because the only repositories (with very few, if any, exceptions) from which the 
new matter in the last edition of the *^ Foedera*' was taken were the Tower and 
Chapter House, Westminster. 
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** many of thfem aisineenectly printed ; and the natnre of 
^'^ tbe mistakes is suoh as to prove that they have been in« 
^^eonedly copied from the originals. Many instruments 
'' taken £ram die Tower^ andparticulariy the French papers, 

and many of theearlier Bulls, taken from the Chapter 
\^ House, h&ve been' cojried with tbe most reprehendble 
<< neglect: Sncii oonsiiSerations as these have long suggested 
*^ the necessity tif a new, 'more correct, and more extended 
^^ edition of this gseat nationid work. The reasons for this 
^^ measure may be thus briefly summed up: — 1st. The 
^^ Fosdera is a Collection of gr^at general utility and im- 
*^ portancB ; and is acknovlodged to be so in every part of 
f^ Surope. -^2nd. To the British Nation it is as interesting 
^^ as it is honourable ; it is the faithful Depository of its 
^^most important Acts, the originals of which are daily 
*^ perishing, or becoming less legible. 3rd. The original 

editi<m has bng since disappeared; the second edition, 

more extensive, has been long out of print; and the 
^^ Dutch edition has been long both scarce and dear.^ 
^^ 4th. The late measures for methodizing, arranging, and 
'^preserving ikhe Public Records of the Kingdom, have 
^^ afforded peculiar and extraordinary facilities for such an 
^' undertaking.**^ 

It is desirable, for many reasons, that the superiority 
which it is supposed this edition possesses over the former 
ones should be pointed out in the words of the ^^ Intro- 
« duction.**' 

'^ The principal points in which the present work has 
^^ improved upon the former editions are, 1st. The extension 
^' of its limits to an earlier and later period of time. 2nd. 
^' The verification of the old materials, and the addition of 
'^ others within the same reigns. 3rd. The chronological 
^' arrangement, with^a reference to the Repository in which 
^^ each article is to be found; and lastly, the typographical 
" execution of the whole. The work commences now at an 
<^ important sera, that of the Norman Conquest in a.d. 1066» 

* Since 4he Peace numerous copies of the Hague edition have been itnpmrted. 
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^^ instead of a. d. 1100, tbe acoebdon of Hen. I.^ which 
" foims no remarkable period in our history, nor is distin- 
^* guished by any transaction of importance in the British 
*^ anntils; and even in this reign, with which it commences, 
'^ which includes a period of thirty-five years, only two in- 
struments are found in die preoe£ng editions. Many 
important articles (upwards of 600 in the first volume) 
'^ have been added under the different reigns ; all either of 
consequence in themselves, or necessary as connecting 
links to complete the history of State transactions for 
'^ the times to which they refer. All the papers printed in 
^^ the original editions have been carefully revised ; several 
^' of the most important, where doubts arose^ were compared 
^^ with the oiri^als, where they could be found; and die 
^^ whole of those taken from the Patent and Clause Rolls 
<< in the Tower, from the 7th of Edward I., 1278, to the end 
*' of his reign in 1307, have been collated with the originals. 
'^ As the work has been printed from the second edition, 
^^ collated by Holmes with the originals at the Tower, it 
*:* was not thought necessary to re-coUate all the papers 
'* from that repository, although, from other sources, this 
*' plan was adopted from the commencement ; but very 
^^ early in the reign of Edward I. such inaccuracies were 
" discovered, that it was resolved not to pass over a single 
^^ article in any repository where the originals were found 
'^ without re-coUation.' All those taken firom the Bulls in 
^' the Chapter-House have also been collated with the ori^- 
^' nals, and a multitude of errors corrected, especially in the 
'^ transcripts made from the earlier Bulls. Those of later 
^' times had been copied by Rymer with great fidelity. The 
" Chronolo^cal arrangement, which was extremely defective 
<^ in all the former editions, is here, with great care and 
'^ labour, reduced to consistency and order. In many in« 
^* stances, instruments were both mis-dated and misplaced. 

^ Rdianoe most not be placed on this stetement; and it may be asked 
anmng maaj odier instances, whether the important Letter from the Barons in 
ibe Pariiamentat Linoohi to Pope Bonifroe the Eighth, in February, 29 Edw. I. 
1301, was collated with the original in the Chapter-House ? 

D 
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^^ The mniBSs, wludi haye been piinCed at the end of the 
<* vdumes of the preceding edilions, have been incoiporated 
^^ in this New Edition in their r^ular chronological series. 
^^ The typographical arrangement of the matter in each 
page has been imjHroTed : the reader has at one view on 
the head of every page the name of the reigning nk>narch, 
the year of his reign, and the year of our Lord ; and if 
** Instruments occur on the same page for more than one 
** year, that also is marked by a leading line of reference 
^< firom figure to figure. The old titles have in most cases 
*^ been recMnposed ; and all are so constructed as to give 
^< some general view of the substance or nature of the 
'< instrument to which they are prefixed. In many cases 
'^ there were serious defects of this kind in the former 
^^ editions. The Magna Carta and Carta de Foresta, and 
*^ the modifications, explanations, and enlargements which 
^^ they underwent in various reigns, with idl the series of 
^* State instruments to which they gave rise, are in this 
^^ edition, for the first time, carefully inserted firom the 
*^ originals. To the former plates, which are here all 
*^ retained, and some of the most important re-engraved 
'^ from the originals, there are added several new ones, con- 
'' sisting of facsimUes of the most important instruments, 
^^ and of the Seals of the difierent monarchs.^^ 

To each volume Indices Locorum et Nominum are ap- 
pended, and a copious Index Chronologicus is prefixed, in 
which the titles of such articles as are inserted for the first 
time in this edition are printed in Italics. The second and 
third volume is divided into two parts. Three volumes, or 
six parts, which bring the work down to the end of the 
reign of Edward the Third, anno 1377? bave been published. 
Vol. i. and part 1 of vol. ii. were edited by Dr. Clarke, 
Mr. Bayley, and Mr. Holbrooke, and part 2 of vol. ii., as 
well as vol. iii., were edited by Messrs. Caley, Bayley, and 
Holbrooke. To show the importance which the Record 
Commission has attached to this reprint of the " Fcaedera,'' 
the claims which it must be presumed to possess to the 
attention of the public, and its supposed superiority over the 
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previous editions. It need only be stated that three editors 
have been employed, and that the three volumes which have 
appeared have cost upwards of 30,000/iL Either volume may 
now be purchased separately for 2L 28. The (original cost 
of each was six gukieas, excepting vol. iii., which was 
5L \S8» 6<{. 

It is important to add, that fifty*eight volumes of inedited 
mateiials, coUeoted by Rymer, but not inserted in the 
*^ Foedera,^ are preserved in the British Museum, forming 
the Additional MSS. from No. 4073 to No. 4680. Though 
it is said, in the Introduetioo to the new edttion- of ^' tlie 
'^ Foedera,^ that those transcripts were in many instances 
too inaccurate to be printed from, they will nevearthd.ess be 
found highly useftil for Antiquarian and Historioal purposes. 
A Catalogue of the Documents in question is ^ven in the 
seventeenth volume of the second London edition of ^^ the 
^^ Foedera,^^ and there is an Index te the contents of each 
volume. 
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with the history or gOTeinment of this country, or with the 
most distinguished peraonageB of the thirteenth, fourteenth, 
Mid fifteenth oenturieB, vbich is not illustrated by them ; 
and they yield tmly to the Clause or Close Acrfk in the 
variety and importance of th^ contents. An eqilanation 
of the difibrence between the documents entered on the 
Fatbkt, and those entered on the Close Bolls, may be 
useful. 

The King^s Lettees Patent were deUveted q>en, 
having the Great Seal, from which they derive thor legal 
existence, attached to the bottom. They are preeunted 
to be of a puldic nature, addressed to all the Siiig''8 sub- 
jects; and carry with them whatever extent of inivil^^ or 
power, or rank, or proper^, the Crown may think proper 
to bestow. The Close Rolls, on the contrary, are records 
c^ such instruments as were despatched cloted, ta sealed upk 
and were of a more j^vate nature, being addressed to one 
or two individuals only, and were, in many cases, the autho- 
rity to the Chancellor for issuing the Letters Patent. To 
these documents the King's Privy Seal was attached : they 
were folded up and ded round with a piece of dllc. 

In using the printed Calendar, it is particularly necessary 
to bear in mind the following observation, which is prefixed 
to it ; namely, that " it is only a Selection, and that various 
" entries appear on the Patent Rolls which are not h^e 
" described ; and therefore, although the work wiU be found 
** to afford abundant information, no one is to be deterred 
" from an examination o£ any record referred to elsewhere, 
*' as being on the Patent KoU^ because it is not to be dis- 
" covered here." 

The cause <^ this fiut may be thus explained. No per- 
fect Calendar to the Patent Bolls has yet been compiled ; 
and the printed volume was taken fcma a copy which was 
procured in the year 177^ hy Mr. Astle, late ICecper <^ the 
Records in the Tower, for public use, but collated with two 
manuscripts in the Cottouian Library, marked Titus C. ii. 
and C. in., which is supposed to have been compiled in the 
reign of James the First from the Rr ^ clerl; 
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irlio has selected from them what appeared to him most 
useful and inteiestiiig.^ 

The Tolume contaiiui cc^ious Indexes, and will be found 
to comprise mudi infennatioii, aswdi fbr legal as forbiogta- 
pUcal) antiqiiarian, and histonoal pnrposes. The work was 
ordered lo be printed on the S2nd of July, 1800, and ap- 
peared in 1803. It was edited by the Rev. Samuei Aysoough 
and John Caley, £sq« The original price was 1/. 169., new 
reduced to !&• 



sncaas^s or the snteibs on the calendar of ths 

PATENT ROIiLS. 

A*. SJiih. IftOTiio tOBtrom WlUidnii de Waxenna flii Ckmikb fi. de 
Wwauuu 

Juramentam pads factum mter Kegem et Sanctum Begem Nayarre apud 
EugoU 5» Februarii, 1201. 

A*. 16 Joh.^^Oompotitio inter Kegem et Batonts raos adrenantes tiz*. 
quod statent jndioo qoaliior Banmiim ex paxu Regia, et quatuoir fiamium ex 
part^ Baionum electoram, et quod Papa efit auperior in qua advenantei aunt 
eonun Judices apud Windeaor 10» Maii* 

A*. 19 Hen, III.—- Be navibus providendis pro transfretatione Isabelle 
aororis Regie apud Onrefl, die Lnne in Craatino Pasdie. Apud Hecfaam, 
24« MartM. 

A«. 21 Hen. III. — Matrimonium inter Petmm filium et heredem Petii de 
BruB et Hillariam primogenitam filism Petri de Malolacu, ac matrimonium 
inter Petmm filium et heredem Petri de Malolacu et Jdiannam filiam predict! 
Petri de Brus primogenitam. 

A^ 29 Hen. III. «--Dand Alius LewdUni caatrum Regis de Dissard obsessus 
est ; ad quod rescutiendum Rex deitinavit mittere petentem et belliceaam gentem, 
apud Wodestoke 1 1<» JuliL Ad quod exerdtus Regis sit paratus apud Cestriam 
die Jovis in festo Sancte Margarete Virginis, &c. 

A*. 48 Hen. Ill — Quod Alianora, uxor £dwardi primogeniti filii Regis, 
cam filia sua, ac omni familia sua indilate recedant a castro de Windesor. Apud 
Sanctum Panlum London, IS^ Junii. 

Galfridus de Nevill, qui est de navigio Edwardi primogeniti Regis, captus 
fuit apud Lewes per Barones, et deliberatus pro Roberto Newington, nupcr 
capto per Regem apud Northampton. 

A». 9 £dw. I. — Quod Johannes Giffoid de Brymmesfeld possit fiigare lupoa 
in omnibus forestis Regis infr^ Regnum. 



Remarkf prefixed to 'the printed Calendar. 
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A*. S2 Bdv. I.— J>e aepfnldoot &ter Edwudtim GomiUm Comulne, et Mar- 
gareUm oxorem ejus, in qua eadem Maigareta coram Episoopo Roffensi ooacta 
fuit Tivere vitam oodibem. 

A*. 18 Edw. III.— EzempHficatio cujuidain Judidi per brere de Quo War* 
nmtOy per quod Rogenu Dnckett tenet tumin mesmiagium, Ac in NotttnglMni 
da Rage in capita per aenritium avapcndendi prdbatoiea et captandi appeUatoaa 
piobatoribua in comitata Nottinghamie, et ad ezecutionem brevium Begia fad- 
endam in eodem oomitatu et ad debita Re^ le?a&dum in comitatu predicto per 
preoeptum ViceoomitiB ejuadem pro defecta aliomm balliYorum, et ad custodi- 
endnin ateria pro debitia Begia flqrt» in Comitatu prdictQ antequm vtalittooi 
ezponantur ac per aervitium capiendi pro quolibet averio pro die et nocte anum 
denarium. 

A*. 31 Edw. IIIm— Rex in anxilinm panperam prieonariomm en le Fleete 
conoeBsiteia denarSoa Tocatoa Godapence cdUectania de eertis cufltuinis. 

A**. 35 Edw. III.— Bex conoewit Jobanni da Sully, pro vita sua, in aingolia 
foreslia parcia cfaaceia, dca, infra Rcgnum aemd per annnni in aeiaona cantaibi 
placuerit unum tractatum de area suo, unum cuisum cum leporariia suis, et 
nnam aectam pro cane suo Tocato Bercelette. 

A*. 3 Hen. IV...JDe arrestaado onmea peraonaa in Gbmitatlbtts Cnitaber* 
landie et Weatmorlandie qui diYulgaverint Ricarduni aecundum Titom essoin. 
Scoda, &C. 

A^ 11 Hen. IV. — Be cantaria ftmdanda infra Bomintsm de Albxighton 
Husce jnxta Salopiam, in quodam oampo yocato Haldyfteld, in quo bellnm 
inter Regem et Henricuaa de Percy et aliot lebdles eititit, ubi Rex txinm- 
phavit, &c ' 



CALENDARIUM BOTULORUM CUARTARUMr 

ST INaUIStTIONDM AS atTOB DAMNUM. 

One Volume^ Folio. 

A Calendar of the Rolls of Charters, and cf the Inqui- 

sUions *^ Ad quod Damnum^ 

In their more important features the Charter Rolls differ 
Ettle from the enrohnents of the King^s Letters Patent. 
They consist of grants of privileges to cities, towns, cor* 
porations, and private trading companies or guilds ; grants 
of manors, lands, markets, fabs, free-warrens, fisheries, 
and other manorial rights to individuals; concessions of 
privileges to religious houses; in a few early instances 
copies of treaties with foreign princes ; and, after the 11th 
year of the reign of Edward the Second, of creations of 
nobility. 

Charters, like Letters Patent, passed under the Great 
Seal; and the principal distinction between a Charter and 
a Patent is, that the former was witnessed by such persons 
as were present when it was executed, whose testimony to 
its execution was necessary for its validity, and that the 
latter was executed by the King himself. There is also a 
slight variation in the address. A Charter usually com- 
mences in these words : ^^ The King to all his Archbishops, 
** Bishops, Abbots, Priors, Earls, Barons, Justices, Sheriffs, 
*^ Reeves, Ministers, and all his faithful subjects, greeting \^ 
but a Patent commences thus : '^ The King to all to whom 
^^ these presents shall come, greeting.^ Charters are some- 
times confirmed by Letters Patent. 

The Charter Rolls in the Tower of London begin in the 
first year of the reign of King John, 1199, and end with the 
reign of Edward the Fourth, 1483. After the accession of 
Richard the Second in 1977 ^'^^ entries, comparatively 
speaking, occur on the Charter Rolls ; and ten pages only 
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of the Calendar contiun a notice of all which are granted in 
the reigns of Henry the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth, and 
Edward the Fourth. The Charter Rolls cease in the 12th 
Jae. L, 1614) and after ihat period aB' Charters are in4 
rolled, promiscuously with Patents, on the Patent Rolls, 
which are preserved in the Chapel oi the Rolls, Chancery 
Lane. 

At the, end of the Ciil^iidar to the Charter Rolls is a 
calendar to the miscellan^us Cliarters and Confirmations of 
Liberties, from the reign oF Henry the Third to that of 
Hemry the Sixth. 

Although the exact purport of the different Cliarters 
cannot always be gleaned from the printed Cideadar, \t 
nevertheless affords much information with respect to landf 
and individuals ; and, notwithstanding that it was only in^ 
tended as a reference to the records themselves^ the purport 
of the instruments may sometimes be learned from t% 
Calendar, subject of course to the chance of mistakes from 
the very brief manner in which the documents are abstracted. 
In using this volume it must be remembered, that the hmds^ 
liberties, or franchises, mentioned undar each name, were 
then granted by the Kii^ to the respective parties. 

The Calendar . to the Charter Rolls was ordered to be 
printed on the 24th of March, 1802, and appeared, under 
the editorship of John Caley, Esq., in 1803. It was printed 
from three manuscript volumes in the Tower, apparently 
compiled in the time of James the First. 

It may be convenient to state, that in 1^^2y Sir Joseph 
Ayloffe printed a quarto volume, entitled *' A Calendar of 
^^ the Ancient Charters, and of the Welsh ^ and Scotch 
'< Rolls in. the Tower of London. Calendars of all the 
^^ Treaties of Peace, &c. between England and Scotland, 
'' Letters, and of other Documents connected with Scotland, 
^' in the Chapter House at Westminster;^ to which were 

> The Wdflh Rolls extend from the 4th to the 23rd of Edward the Tiniy 
1275-1295. 

. * The Tkeades, Lettea, &c., which extend frtai the reign of Bicbaid &c 
Fint to that of Elizabeth, 1089 to 1586, aie important to historians. 
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<^ added. Catalogues of the Records brought to Berwick ftom 
« Edinburgh by King Edward the First, and the Transac 
^^ tions of the Parliament of Scotland from May, 1639, to 
'^ March, 1650 ; together with Memoranda concerning the 
^'Affiurs of Ireland, extracted from the Records in the 
** Tower.^ ' An introduction was prefixed, giving some 
account of the state of the public records from the Conquest 
to the time of the publicadon of the work. The only parts 
of* this useful volume that have been superseded by subse^ 
quent publications ase the Calendar of the Scotch Rolls, 
which Rolls have been printed at length by the Record 
Commission, and the Catalogue of Scotch Records which 
Edward the First removed from Edinburgh, which w«s re- 
printed with notes in Robertson^s <^ Index,^ as will be pointed 
out in a subsequent page. 

The Ancient Chakteks in the Tower were granted by 
King William the Conqueror, Henry the First, Henry the 
Second, John and Henry the Thbrd, and consist of grants 
of lands, liberties, and privileges. An Index Locorum is 
appended to the last of them. 
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A". X Job. — Oalfbidus ]>e Vesb, No. 218. Serjantia de 
Cadomo FrancU. 

EccLZBiA BB Sabam, 217.— DatoT Domiii Beate Mane de 
Fyxin cum Capdla de BeiMlh 

A*. 1 Joh. P. L—CoirvEirrio Jnter Regsm AhgIiUB et 
CoMXTEM Flakdbia. Treuga perpetttA FUmdda. 

Rex Anglic et Comes BoLONiiE. Treuga quod nullus 
eomm fadet Tteugam cam Rege Fzancue. 

A^. S7 Hen. III. — Heuricvs ApsirDoaxrELD^Sd. Apd. 
dorefeld Mercatum et Feria • Kanda. 

A*. 39 Hen. III.— Cohpositio inter Electuu Wik- 
XOKiE et Bitbgekses Wiktokze. Be emptione victualium 
&c., in nundinis, &&, in irilla Snthamptonie Sntbt 



' These memorandA consist of brief, but useful, notices of records oonBected 
with the History of Irebmd ftom tiie Snd of Hen. IL to the 7tfa of Echr. IV. 
1467* 



INQUISITION£S AD QUOD DAMNUM. 45 

A*. 43 Hm* ni. Pan l<«*JBpx8Com Bzovxxjriia. Pcarin 
Manerium meroRtam et feria et libera Wareima in omnibus domi- 
nids tenia suis, quae in preaenti habet in Episoopatu Cicestrie^ 

Wintonie, et Bxonienn Conubla. 

A** 26 Hen* IIL-^Bb&tramitb dc GatOLC— . 

Crozton Manerium I ooncesw eidem Bertiamo et j . . . . Leioester. 
Lechten J heredibua suia |.... Sussex. 



CALENDARIUM INQUISITIONUM 

AD QUOD DAMNUM. 

Calendar of the Inquisitkme ^ Ad quod Damnum.'" 

* 

In the same volume with the Calendar of the Charter Rolls 
is a Calendae of the iNQirisiTioNEs AD QUOD Damnum, 
a judicial inquiry which stili occasionally takes place, arising 
from the necessity of protecting the rights, property, or 
revenue of the Crown and of the subject from injury or en- 
croachment This process occurred whenever a request was 
made to the King for licence to alienate lands in mortmain, 
or to hold a market or fair, or to possess any other peculiar 
privilege, in case a doubt existed whether the favor sought 
would not be to the detriment of the Crown or of some of its 
subjects. For example : by the alienation in mortmain of 
lands for which service was due to the Crown, and thereby 
depriving it of that service ; by the gnuit of a market or fair, 
or of a mill too near to a place where one already existed, 
so that its tolls might be affected ; or by the concession of 
any oth» new privilege which might interfere with vested 
rights, whether of a public or private nature. In these cases 
a writ was addressed to the Eing^s Escheator in the county 
where the place was situated, commanding him to assemble 
a jury and to ascertain by their verdict whether it would be 
to the damage of the King or of others, if the privilege so- 
licited were to be granted : thence called Inquisitions *^ ad 
'^ qtwd Damnwm^^ The Inquisitions to which this volume 
is a Calendar extend from the first year of the reign of Ed- 
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WBxd the Second, 13079 to the thirty-dghth year of that of 
Heniy the Sixth, 1460. Though the result of the inquiry 
is not to be gathered firom this Calendar, for which the 
ori^nal record must be consulted, it is nevertheless of much 
utility; for it generally proves that the pardes mentioned 
were sdsed of the lands alluded to, and occasionally presents 
genealogical fiicts and curious Antiquarian and Historical 
infonnmtion. 

The Calendar of the Inquiaitianes Ad quod Damnum was 
ordered to be printed on the 21th of March, 1802, firom 
a MS. prepared by Mr. Robert Lemon, late chief clerk in 
the Tower, and appeared in 1803. The original price of 
this volume was 2/., but the present price is ISs. ' 
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AD QUOD DAMNUM. 

A*. lEdw. II. No. Li^AnBAi de Coooesbalk. Debet 
repanure pontem de Stnufordy inter Bzanketree et Cqggeshale. . . Enex. 

A*. 8 Edw. II. No. 181.— Abbas de Abbotsburt. Habet 
aiMOt pieces et oome wieocam maiis spud Abbotsbnry Dorset. 

A*. 1 Edw, III-.-JoBAir]nEs Cavbhatuk. CompidBafl Ibit 
Tcnixe ad Castrum de Poicestre, et in eodem monri quouaqne 
Tiginti et quinqae doUa Tin! pro mnnicione Castii cepiaset, &c. . . South. 

Baldwikus Damabt, Mercator Flandric. Navis ejus capta 
Aiit per piratas joxta insulam Vectam et maiinaiii interfecti* 

A*". 2£dw. m.—Hsiniicvs Comes LAjrcASTUB et alii 
yenerunt ad Civitatem Wintonie, non annati Tersus Nonun 

Sarum, causa Parliamenti, et pactfice morabantur, &c Wiltes. 

. A*. 4 Edw. III.— Ricabdvs le Puuser de Scocia. In 
quodam loco Tocato Fdecroft, Juxta Notting^iam, fuit insultus 
et Yulneratus in capite usque cerebrum, unde obiit, per Ricardum 
fiUnm WiUidmi BuUoky et Ricaidum flUum Simonis QuIIok. . . . Nottingham. 

A«. 4 Edw. III.— ^OHAKiTEs de Insula. Habeat custodiam 
maneriomm de Loughborough et Beaumanor^ devastatorum per 
.gucmun* •• Leicester* 



PLACITORUM 

IN DOMO CAPITULABI WESTMONASTERIENST ASSERVATORUM 
ABBREVATIO TEMPORIBUS BEGUM RIC. I.^ JOHANNIS^ 
HEN. III., EDW. I. ET EDW. II.— One Vol, FoliO. 

An Abbreviation of the Pleas during the Reigns of King 
Richard /., John^ Henry III., Edward L, and Ed^ 
fjoard ILf preaeroed in the Chapter House, Westminster. 

In variety and importance the contents of this volume are 
superior to those of most of the works published by the 
Record Commission, and it well merits a place in every His- 
torical, Legal, and Antiquarian Library. It consists of 
Pleadings before the Justices of the Kings's Bench, before 
the King and his CouncU, Pleadings remitted from the 
King^s Bench to Parliament, together with some Petitions 
to that Assembly ; and, besides throwing light on the early 
Constitution of Parliament and the Concilium Regis, these 
Records abound in curious matter illustrative of the general 
History of the country, of the descent of landed property, 
and of the manners and state of society in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries. 

An excellent '^ Index Rerum,^ together with ^< Indices 
^ " Nominum et Locorum,^ afford a direct reference to the 
numerous subjects adverted to; but, singular as it may 
appear, this very useful volume has, comparatively speak- 
ing, been but rarely consulted. Among the points on which 
information may be found are the following:^ — ^Appeals of 
Murder and other Felonies, Assise, Attaint, Bridges and 
Sewers, Charters and Grants to Corporations, Concords and 
Fines in real actions, Enrolments of Deeds, Damages and 
Costs, Dictum de Kenilworth,' Error, Fines, Gavelkind, 

' Introduction to the volume. 

* Some valuable remarkt on the ^^ Dictum de Kenilwortli," which wm the 
award made by Commiaiionen appointed by Henry the Third after the battle 
of Evesham, for the good estate of the reahn, and for the provision of certain 
disinterested persons, wiU be found in the '^ First Report of the Lords* Com- 
** mittees on the Dignity of a Peer of the Realm.'-'— P. 168, et seq. 
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Heirs and the Proofis of their Age and Pedigrees, Historical 
Facts relative to the Rebellion and Insurrection under Simon 
de Montfort, the Despensers, Andrew de Harcla, Thomas 
Earl of Lancaster, and others ; as also to the battles of 
Lewes and Evesham, and the incursions of the Scots into 
Durham and Yorkshire ; Honours and Baronies, Judgment, 
Jurisdiction, Juries, Liberties and Privileges to Corporations, 
Towns, and Villages ; London, Customs of, and historical 
Facts relative to ; Measures of Land, Obsolete Words, Prac- 
tice of the Courts, Prerogative, Privilege of Courts, and 
Punishment for Contempts ; Quo Warranto, Records of the 
Kingdom, Statutes and Ordinances, Trial by Domesday, by 
the Roll of Winton, by Duel and by Ordeal, Writs of Right 
and other real actions. 

It is observed by Mr. Illingworth, the editor, in the Intro- 
duction to the volume, that ^^ from the commencement of 
'^ these Pleadings -in the reign of Richard the First to the 
^^ end of the reign of King John, the abstract has been 
^' formed, for the most part, from Rolls of the Curia R^is ; 
^^ but as it is difficult to decide now when the proceedings in 
'^ the Curia Regis finished^ and the component branches of 
<^ that Court became distinct and permanently severed, the 
^^ whole of the work has therefore been prijited under the 
" title of ^ Abbreviatio Placitorum.' During the reigns of 
^^ Edward the First and Second, far the greater part of the 
^^ abstract is collected from Rolls of Pleadings in the King^s 
*' Bench; there are, however, numerous Pleadings before 

the King in his Parliament at Westminster^ before the 

King and his Council, before the King^s Council, before 
^^ the King and his Lieutenants, before the King^s lieu-* 
^^ tenants, before the Queen and the King^s Coimcil, before 
" the Archbishop of York and the King's Council, and 
^' before H. le Bygod, Justiciary of England ; as also from 
^' the Pleas of the Army, and Pleas before the Justices 
^' Itinerant and Justices of Assize.^ 

'^ The work was printed under the immediate direction, 
^< superintendance, and revision, of the Right Honorable 
*^ George Rose, Keeper of the Records in the Chapter 
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** Hoiue, Westminster, ftom abstracts of the befoie-men- 
" tioned Pleadings, made by Mr. Arthur Agard and other 
^^ Keepers of the Records during the reign of Queen Eliza- 
'^ beth.**^ It was directed to be published on the 22nd of 
July, I8OO9 under an Ordar of the Board of Commissioners, 
'^ That the Calendars and Indexes to the Records of the 
^^ Court of King^s Bench, from the 1st of Edward I. to the 
^^ 10th of Henry V., and of the Common Pleas, horn the 
<< 1st of Edward I. to the 18th of Edward I., and of the 

Placita Exercitus, 24th of Edward I., preserved in the 

Chapter House, Westminster, be printed.^ 

The latter part of the order has not, however, been 
executed. 

The price of the volume, which also contains three fac- 
simile engravings of the Records, was originally 1/. Ifo., but 
is now 188, 
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SPECIMENS OF THE PLACITORUM ABBBEVUTIO. 

Ao. 5 Job.— Radulphus de Lutelhaie fuffty cam. aim malefactoribus ntlagit ; 
quos receptaverat in domo sua, &c. ; et quia fedt se comitem utlagis geiat 
caput lupinum de cetero. 

A^ 9 Joh.<— <Agne8, uxor Odonis Mercatoris, appellayit Galienam detoroeiia, 
et ipM liberata est per judicium ferri. Et ideo Agnes remanet in iniseria. 

Temp. Job.— -Vicecomes significavit quod inquisivit, &&, quod Aluredus, 
filius Ivonis, qui babuit uzorem Susannam, primogenitam filiam Roberti Folioty 
dedit Williebno, fiUo Radulphi» in maritagio cum Albieda filia sua medietatem 
de Caldebir, et dicit, quod Gauiridus Foliot frater predicte Susanne, dedit Biiano 
de Buterle tenam de Buterle, pro cruce sua ferenda lerusolymam, &c. 

A°. 26 Hen. III.-«Freceptum fuit Vicecomiti, quod assumptis secum duo- 
decim discretis, et legalibus militibus, et xii discreds et legallbus mulieribus 
in propria persona accederet ad Isoldam, que fuit uxor Henrlci de Turri que 
falso se didt impregnantem de predicto Henrico ad exbereditationem Hugonis 
de Turri consanguinei ipsius Henrici, et ipsam Isoldam a predictis mulieribus 
coram predictis militibus videri et diligenter tractari per ubera et per ventrem 
faceret ; et si ipsam pregnantem invenissent diligenter inquirerent de tempore 
quo ipsR eonceperit, et de tempore quo cederent ipsam pariiuram. 
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A^ 20 £4 w. I.-^Ob qvamplariiiioB excMms mow hoitiK tarn vexXOo ditplieBlo 
per Oilbertam de dan Camitcm Olonoeitrie ct Herefindie, et honuDes snot 
de MorganuoD UlatM contra Humfiidum de Bohun, Comitem Ueiefbidie et 
Estexie, et homines sues de Brekenocke, Dominiu Res amgnaTit Epboopnm 
Elieniis, et afioi oommianonarios ad inqnsNnd., fte« 

A*. 22 Edw. I..i^oliannea de Radewdl qoeraii, ct Heniioni fifias Beatiieis 
defintiensy in aania pro uno metsnagio, &c* in RadwelL Dictut Henricus 
inveninir esse natam per zi dies post zl septimanasi quod tempos zl est 
usitatum mulieiibus pariendi. Ideo dictus lohannes recnpent tenam soam 
ct dampna ad xzz fibras. Et deforcaens sunmonitus fuit per nomen matris sue 
ct non per nomen patris soi presnpposititii qni esset Bartbolomcus RadeweU* 
Et in judido reddito hoc pro lege dicltar quod es quo dietus BarthokmaBas non 
habttit accessum ad predicUm Beatricem per unum mensem ante mortem tuam 
majus presumltor dictum Henricum esse bastardum. 

A*. 33 Edw. 1.— Rogerus de Hecfham monstravit domino B^ quod cum 
esset Justidarius ad querelam inter Maziam,' que fiiit uxor WilUelmij dc 
Biewes querent, et Willielmum de Brewes, de octingentis maras quas eadem 
Maria a prefato WilUdmo exigebat, audiendam et terminandam, &c et judi- 
cium per ipsum Rogerum contra predictnm Willielmum pionundatum esset. 
Idem WilHelmus statim post pronundationem judidi predicti oootemptabiliter 
barram ascendit et ab ipso Rogero pedit verbis grossis et contemptibilibus si 
judidum ilium advocare vellet. Et postea eidem Rogero per medium domus 
Scaccarii versus dominum Regem eunti verbis acerbioribus et groedoribus 
insultavit dicendo ddem dc. ^' Rogere, Rogere, modo babes voluntatem tuam 
<« de hoc quod a mulfeo tempore quedvisti : " cui idem Rogerus dixit.— ^* Et quid 
** est hoc ad quod idem WiUielmus pudorem meum et dampnum et ego hoc re- 
«« munerabo vd regradar vd inde cogitabo." £t super hoc idem Willidmus 
coram ipso domino n^ et consilio suo arrenatus, &c. cognosdtquod ipsa premissa 
fedt et cUxit, &c. Que quidem contemptus et inobediencia tam ministris domini 
r^gis quam dbi ipsi aut curie sue facta ipd Regi valde sunt odiosa et hoc ex- 
presse nuper apparuit cum idem Dominus Rex filium suum primogenitum et 
carissimum Edwardum prindpem Wallie pro eo quod quedam verba grossa et 
acerba cuidam ministro suo dixerat ab hospido suo fere per cUmidium anni 
amovit nee ipsum filium suum in oonspectu suo venire permisit quousque dicto 
ministro de predicta transgressione satisfecerat, &c. Et quia, &c., per ipsum 
Dominiun R^;em et consilium suum concordatum est quod pre&tus WiUielmus 
disdnctus in corpore, capite nudo, et tena depodta, eat a banco ipdus domini 
regis ubi pladta tenentur in aula Westmonasteriend, per medium aule predicte 
cum curia plena fuerit usque ad scaccarium et ibidem veniam petet a prefato 
Rogero, et gratum suum fadat de dedeoore, et transgresdone sua factis, et postea 
pro contemptu fiicto Domino Regi, et curie sue committatur Turn ibidem mora- 
turum ad voluntatem domini Regis, &c. 

A^, 33 Edw. I.— Thomas Capellanus de Edinburgh attadiiatus quia excom- 
municavit dominum Regem Anglie publice campanis, et candelis, et hoc con- 
cedit coram marescallo se fedsse in despectu Regis. Ideo ad voluntatem domini 
Regis. Et Ricus Gulley eo modo quia pulsavit campanam in despectu Regis. 
Postea ddiberati sunt. ad Archieptscopum de Loues. per preceptum Regis. 
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A*. J17 £dw* II#»JStei>liaBut de Begrvn ftttaduatits fixit pro eo quod cum 
dominus Bex oommiaiaset Uli cuitodiam Tunis LondinenuSy et priso&ariorum 
ibidem esiitencium, ftc, inter quot Rogerut de Mertyo Mari le neveu, qui pro 
seditjume fait eonyietut, et tunri a^ttdiintuB eztm tunrim predictam evasit, ftc. 
Stephanos dicit eTaaonem dicCi Bogeii son iuit per asseneum mum, &c. ; set 
dsdt quod ipte aednetna fnit per quendam yalectum suum in quo fiduciam 
liatmity et se confidit ut de aeipao^ et qui fiut-de eon vim ipnus Kogeri ad pre- 
dictam evanonem faciendaiDf &e. qui quidam Rogerua et valeotua quendam 
potvm iai^ ae ftccnint faigauoavm qiiem Sederunt coatodibua aub ipeo 8tt- 
phano iafra tonim predictam ^b«ber% ceamum oujua potua iidem cuatodea talem 
dormitionem aumpaenmt quod vigillaa auaa et cu&todias super ipeum Rogerum 
aicut debuemat ft«are noB potoemnt, dum predictma Rogema, et aimlUtnr valeetus 
«wu psadictna mm eo extm tiuiim a cuatodia dkti Btephani evaaeoint, 4cc 



fi 



TESTA DE NEVILL ; 

■ITK LIBER FEODOSUU IN CUSIA SCACCAKII 
Tllir. HKN. III. ET KDW. I. 

Tetta de N'etjtU i or Bot^o/Fees in the Court of Exche- 
quer in the Time of Henry III. and Edward I. 

This volume, which was priated from two ancient Books, 
called the " Testa be Nkvill," or " Liber Feodorum," in 
the office of the King's Rememhrancei of the Court of Ex- 
chequer, contains principally an account of " Fees faolden 
. " citlicT immediately of the King, or of others who held of 
" the Kiug in capite, and if alienated, whether the owners 
" were enfeoffed ab aatiquo, or de novo } as also Fees holden 
" in frank almoigne, with the values thereof respectively: 
" of Se^eanties holden of the King, distinguishing such as 
" were rented or alicaated, with the values of the same : of 
" widows and heiresses of Tenants in Capite, whose mar- 
** riages were in the gift of the King, with the values erf 
" their lands : of churches in the gift of the King, and in 
'* whose hands they were : of Escheats, as well of the lands 
*' of the Normans as of others, in whose hands the same 
** were, and by what services faolden : and of the amount 
** of sums paid for scutage and ud, &c. by each Tenant." 

" The Books appear to have been compiled towards the 
" close of the reign of Edward the Second, or the com- 
" mencement of that of Edward the Third, partly from 
" Inquests taken on the presentments of Jurors of Hundreds 
" before the Justices Itinerant, and portly from Inquisitions 
" upon Writs awarded to the Sheriffs for collecting of 
" Scutages, Aids, Eic." 

" From what circumstance they have obtained the name 
" of 'Testa de Nevill' is not ascertuned : there are, how- 
" ever, two persons, to either of whom they may be assign- 
" able, vis. Ralph de Nevill, an Accountant in the Ex- 
" chequer, and Collector of Aids in the reign of Henry the 
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^ Third, whose name occurs in the Book, p. 39 ; and Jollan 
'^ de Nevm, a Justice Itinerant of the same reign, who, as 
^^ Dugdale, in his Baronage, yoL i* p. 288, supposes, may 
** have been the author."" 

*^ The entries, which are specifically entitled ^ Testa de 
*^ NeviU,^ are evidently quotations, and form comparatively a 
^' veiy small part of the whole : they have, in all probability, 
^^ been copied from a RoU bearing that name, » part of 
^^ which is still extant in the Chapter House at Westminster, 
consisting of five small tnembranes, containing ten 
counties : the Boll appears to be of the age of Edward 
the first, and agrees verbatim with the entries in these 
« Books.'' 

It seems that the *' Testa de Nevill'' was not deemed a 
record, in the legal sense of the word, in the fourteenth 
century ; for in the 7th Edwai^d ill., 1333, the ABbot and 
Convent of Croyland stated in their petition, relative to ^ 
demand made on the Abbey by the Exchequer to contribute 
towards the aid tor marrying the King's eldest daughter, 
that the book called " Testa de Nevill" was a collection of 
Inquests of OMce, which *^ is not qf record^'^ To a tran- 
script of a portion of the Testa de Nevill, on vellum, made 
about the time of James I., and forming the Lansdowne MS. 
257, the following note, transcribed from the original record, 
is prefixed : — ^^ Memorandum quod iste liber compositus 
^' fuit et compilatus de diversis Inquisitionibus ex ofiicio 
*' captis tempore Begis E. filii R. H., et sic contenta in eodem 
** libro pro evidenciis habeantur hie in Scaccario et non pro 
« recordor 

To the description of the work, which is prefixed to it^ 
little can be added in explanation of its contents, excepting 
that it presents many notices of singular tenures, of the 
division of property, and by whom possessed in the thirteenth 

* Rolls of Parliament, p. 70, 71> '^ Une liveTe qe home appele Teste de 
<* Nevill assemble desEoquestes de Office qe n'ettpoB de RecordJ**~~.*^ Dont ils 
** prieut a nostie Seigneur le Roy, desicome les monementz avantdit sonrdont 
*' de desordines acoomptes des torcenouses ministres ns sont pas de Record ne 
*^ tiele force q^ils puisseut leur tenance en franche almoigne,*' &c. 

&2 
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century: it is also valuable for Topography and for the 
history of Families. The volume was ordered to be printed 
iB December, 1804, and appeared in I8O79 under the 
editorship of Mr. Caley and Mr. lUing^orth. 

The original price waai/»16&, but it is now sold for 
fifteen shillings. 



SPECIMENS OF THE TESTA DE NEVILL. 

P. L-iJPnor de Elye tenet teUun Tfflan de Elye in dominico in punf 
flwiMwImi de Ha&oce de Tykehil esceptis xl aoUdis qvios Abbas de Rape tenei 
in eadem villa in ficambiuin molendini de Serleby. 

P. 13_-Johsnna WalKy^e fuit uxor Hugonis Wake, babet costodiam teire 
•i bered. Hugonii Wake scilx Cestrefeld com pertinendu et cum wapen. 
«zceptis zv] 11. terre quae Wiltidmus de Percy tenet nomine nniut heredoni 
Willielmi de Bniera. Et »nde dicta Johanna omul cum aliis heredibtm 
WflUelmi Bnier tarn de Manerio de Cestrefeld quam de aliis in plixribui Comi* 
tatibus tenet per servidum trium feodorum militum vt in Cestrefdd Snenton 
Axisminstr et Kiogeswere in Sumenete. Et hoe est de feodo Regis Johannis. 

P. 87*—- W". Rex Bastardus feoffavit Abbatem de Abindon de iiij virgatia 
terre in Hulk que yalent per annum ii^ marcas per servidum fadendi waidam 
Castro de Windesore. Idem Abbas feoffiivit Henricum servientem suum de 
tota terra per seryidum predictum. De Henrico descendit Hugoni ut filio et 
heredi qui vendidit totum tenementum Roberto de Hasting qui modo tenet. 

p. 107.^HenTicu8 de la Mare tenet in villa de EsToir ij marcas terre per 
seijantiam custodiendi meretrices sequentes curiam domini Regis. 

P. 149. — ^WiLTES. Mathew Turpin (tenet) Wiktekulwe per seijantiam 
facwndi daretum Regi ad custum Regis.— Wills Esturmi per seijantiam custo- 
diendi fbrestam Regis. — G. ^. Geroldi ut sit Camerarius Regis.-i'Galfridus 
Lttterel ut sit yenator R^^.— Vitalis tenet per servidum reddendi quatuor attilia. 
— Bicardus de Hanez per serjantiam custodiendi canes Regis.— Robertas de. 
Venuz ut sit Maxescallus bostium ooquine Regis^ 



ROTULORUM ORIGINALIUM 

IN CUKIA SCACCABII ABBREVIATIO TEMPOBIBUS BEGUM 

HSK. III. EDW. I. II, CT III. 

Jn Abbreviation of the Rolls of ^* Originalia'''* of the 
Reigns of Kings Henry III. Edward I. IL and III. 
in the Court of Eoccheqt*eT* 

The Exchequer bmng the office for conducting business 
connected with the Revenue of the Crown, it was necessary 
that a notice should be sent to it of erery grant by* the King 
under which money was either to be paid by, or received into 
the Treasury, and that accounts should be there kept of all 
the territorial and oth^ sources of the royal revenuB, 
whether ari^ng from fines, wardships, marriages, forfeitures, 
or from any other sources. For this purpose an estreat' was 
transmitted from the Court of Chancery to the Lord 
Treasurer'^s Remembrancer of the Exchequer of each charter 
or patent whereon a«y rent was reserved, any salary payable, 
or for which any service was to be performed. The follow- 
ing observations are extracted from the preface to the 
<^ Index to the Originalia and Memoranda of the Lord 
** Treasurer's Remembrancer's Side of the Exchequer, by 
** Edward Jones,'' from the reign of Henry VIII. to that of 
Queen Anne, where much useful information may be found 
respecting the Office of the Exchequer, as well as on the 
value of reccnrds, (particularly the Originalia,) in elucidation 
of History. 

The Exchequer being the grand Conservatory of the 

King's Revenues, hath of charge the lands and casual 
" Revenues of the Crown; and all matters, deeds, charters, 

or instruments, in any manner affecting those Revenues, 






1 <c An ^ Estreat ' is a true copy or note of some original writing on record, 
^* and especially of fines and amercements imposed in the Rolls of a Court, and 
*•*• extracted or drawn out from thence, and certified into the Court of £x- 
*' chequer." 
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*^ must therefoFe b^ of record, to answer the recoid of 
>^ charge : thus all lands being the properly of the Crown, 
^^ whilst in the Ctown, must have been accounted for in the 
'' Exchequer ; and when granted out, it was necessary that 
« that grant should be of record, to warrant the discharge 
^^ of the original issues, and to charge the grantee by the 
** process of the Court with the rent or services reserved.'" 

<< With respect to the casual issues arising from fines, 
'^ issues, and forfeitures, when a Charter is granted to any 
<^ City, Borough, or Town, forming it into a body politic 
*^ and corporate, it generally gives some immunities arising 
*^ from the casual revenue within that City, Borough, or 
<< Town, or grants it Fairs or Markets, the profits of which 
^^ had until then been accounted for ; and they generally 
'< contain some rents, dues, or services, reserved to the 
^' Crowp, or from Courts of Justice being created therein, 
^' the casual reveaaues arising in which ought^ to be returned 
^^ to the Exchequer, to be th^re dealt with according to the 
^^ course of the Court And also the commissions of the 
^^ Peace, the patents of Creations, the licenses of Deafib- 
'^ restation, to 4dienate, to impark, to dispark,. patents of 
« mventions, constitutions or patents of the ofiicera of the 
*< Crown, and various other matters under the Great Seal, 
*^ by reason of their connection with the Exchequer, are 
<^ transmitted there from the Petty Bag Office in Chancery, 
^^ and bear the name of Originals or Originalia.'*^ 

^^ Also fines or forfeitures set or imposed as well in the 
^^ said Court of Chancery, as in the Court of King^s Bench, 
^' Common Pleas, Courts of Sessions for the Peace for 
<' Counties, Cities, Boroughs, Towns, &c., and before Com<> 
<^ missioners of Sewers, are likewise returned into this 
" Court.'' 

. The information which these Records present is still more 
fully shewn by an extract from' a useful work, published 
about two centuries since, entitled Powell's <' Direction for 
^^ Search of Records."* 



' 1622, p. 30, 32. 
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" Prom the Originalia inay be obtained— 

** I. The names of all Sheriffs, Escheators, Customers, 
^* Comptrollers, Searchers, and Fermors as may be called 
<* unto accompt. 

II. All Lireries sued out of the King^s hands, that 

process may be had agamst the King^s tenants for doing 

of their homage, and answering of their reliefs. 

^ III. All manner of Patents granted to any person by 
^^ the King, wherein is reserved or contafaied any homage or 
** fealty, or else any yearly rent,* or whereby a fee is 
**' granted. 

^^ IV. AU manner of Commissions to Justices of the 
^^ Peace, of Sewers, or of other kinds, that jnocess may be 
*^ made against them for delirering of recognisances, issues, 
'^ fines, and amerciaments taken before them. ' 

'* V. All manner of Commissions Erected to any person or 
** persons, to inquire of any lands or tenements, of such as 
^* have been oflenders to the Kmg ; in whieh Commissions 
'' the Commissioners have authority to seize the said lands 
^< or tenements to the Eing^s use, that process may be had 
'^ againstthe said Commisrioners for the profits thereof. 

<'VI. The names of all Collectors of Subsidies, Fif- 
<^ teenths. Tenths, and Taxes, to call them to accompt. 

*' VII. All pardons, of course, granted of grace for man- 
^'slaughter, by which, though the lifi» be pardoned, yet the 
<< goods of the party so pardoned are forfeited, so that process 
** may go forth to enquire what goods or chattels he had at 
'< the time of the doing of the offence. 

<^ VIII. Also, imder the title 'diem clausit extremum^ 
<< are the names of such persons as the Escheator hath 
<' found to be posses^ of any ofiice or title for the King 
<< by Knights^ service on the days of their deaths. And in 
^< how many Shires the sud Office was found, and before 
'' what Escheators ; that in case one office make no mention 
'^ of any tenure for the King, whereby he should have a 
^' right, yet then they may examine all the other Shires, 
^^ whether there be any Tenure for the King in them. 

'< Also there are or should be all recognizances forfeited 
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to the King m Cluaiceiy, and Charten of Denintifm. 
And diese be the coalaits of the Ongiiiak for the moet 
part, which^ though it were disused in the Laid Chan- 
ceDor Cromweirs da js, yet it was lestned to its former 
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The ^ Oi^inalia'' commence in the 20th year of the 
rogn of Henry the Third, anno 1236, and the Tohnnes pub- 
lished by the Record Commission dose with the reign of 
Edward the Tliird, anno 1^7- They were, it is said in 
the preface, ^ comjNkd firom a careful examination of the 
** Office Repertories with the Records themsdTes, the 
^ former, although of considerable use^ having been found 
'^ not deservii^ of implicit reliance* An Index Rerum, an 
^ Index Looomm, and an Index Nominum, are subjoined 
^ to each volume.^ 

The order far the publication of the first Tolume, which 
embraces the re^ns of Henry the Third, Edward the First, 
and Edward the Second, is dated on the 24ith of October, 
1804, and it af^ared in 1805. The second volume, 
which comprehmds the entire reign of Edward the Thud, 
was ordered to be printed in March 1805, and appeared in 
1810. Similar abstracts of the ^' Originalia^ firom the 1st 
Ric. IL 1^779 to the end of the reign of James the First, 
1625, were also made, with a view to publication, but they 
have not been printed, and the MS. is deposited in the 
British Mu8eum,3 a fact not generaUy known. 

Numerous notices of an Historical and Antiquarian nature 
occur in the ^' Originalia,^ which throw much light on the 
genealogies of families, on the descent of lands, and occasion- 
ally on manners and customs, as well as on the general 
state of Society in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 

The two volumes of Or^^alia and Memoranda of the 
Exchequer,^ published by Mr. Jones in 1793, merit a slight 

' Additional MSS. N\ 6303 to N\ S387.' 

* Index to Records called the Originalia and JVIemoranda of the Lord 
Treasurer's Hemembrancer*s Side of the Exchequer, extracted from the Records, 
and from the Manuscripts of Mr. Tayleore, Mr. Madox, and Mr. Chapman, 
formerlx Offioen in that Office. 2voli.foao. London, 1793. 
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description. They embrace the period between the accession 
of Henry the Tlighth and the end of the reign of Queen 
Anne, 1509 to 1714. The first volume, which relates to 
the ^^ Originalia^ only, is arranged under the different 
reigns^ the names of the parties being placed in alphabetical 
order; and at the end of each reign is an Index to the 
Manors and other Lands that are mentioned. 

The second volume of Mr. Jones'^s work is an Index to the 
Memoranda of the Exchequer, and is arranged alphabeti- 
cally under the Manors and other Lands noticed in those 
records between 1509 and 17^4, but including enrolments of 
Charters, Grants, and Patents to several religious Houses, 
and Co Citiea, Boroughs, Towns, Companies, Colleges, and 
other Public Institutions, from the earliest period. In the 
Addenda are Abstracts of Pleadings and Proceedings relative 
to the Tenures and Estates of the Nobility and Gentry ; 
Commissions to survey Manors, Lands, and Tenements; 
and innumerable other matters. A copious Index Nominiun 
afibrds every facility for reference. It has been said, how- 
ever, by a competent judge, that Jones''s work is a ^^ very 
^^ partial collection, and is deficient, in many reigns, as to 
^^ the names of places and subject matter.^ 

Before concluding this notice of the " Originalia,."" it is 
desirable to observe that ^'a valuable Index Locorum et 
Rerum to the Memoranda^ of the Exchequer, from the 
reign of Henry the Third to the present time, excepting 
the Bills, Answers, and Depositions, is preserved in the 
Inner Temple Library, and has lately been published 
by the Benchers of that Society. The " Memoranda'* 
contain enrolments of Extents of lands and proceedings 
thereon. Commissions of Inquiry whereby Estates forfeited 
or belonging to the Crown were seized by the Crown, 
Attainders and Forfeitures, Charters, Grants and Patents, 
Deeds and Conveyances by private persons and enrolled; 
many decrees and pleadings in equity; and numerous 
Pleadings and Judgments in informations of intrusion and 
Quo Warranto at the suit of the Crown. 
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SPECIMENS OF THE ORIOINAIilA, 

FROM THE REIOK OF HEVRT THS THIIUD TO .THAT OF £DWAS]> 

THE THIBD. 

A^ 20 Hen. III_Eudo de MoreviDe finem teat cum DDmino Rege per 
Yigmti et qninqne maicas pio habcnjia ieuiiia Manerii de Bfadepart quod 
WOlidmus de MorevOl pater saus tenuit de lege in capite com hondiedo de la 
Radehan et Irandredo de Bedminster. 

A^ 3 £dw. I.*— Rex Vkeoamiti Devonie flalatcm. Cam Stephanas Heym 
cni camtodiam Alide que fait uxor Walteri Gifiaid^ qoe non eit sane mentis 
ut intelleximus et omnium terrarum et tenementorum ejusdem Alide propter 
imbeciUitatem et impotendam suam commisimus diem dausit extremum, 
ae nos de fidditate dlleeti et fidelis noatii Johannis Wyg. oonfidentes oom- 
missimas ddem Johanni custodiam predietam habcndam eodem modo quo 
predictus Stephanos earn in yita sua faabuit ex commissioae nostra tibi pred- 
pimus quod ddem Johanni de costodia predicte Alide» et omniam terramm et 
tenementorum in balliTa toa plenam sdsinam habere fadas, &c.— Jtot. 15. 

A^ 6 Edw. I.— Bex cepit homagium Radnlphi de Lerdaund, filii et 
heredis Margerie, que fiiit uxor Fnlconis Peyforer defuncte qui de r^ tenuit 
ilk capita desetjaatia eustodie palladi Westanonasterieoflis et Hbere prisone Regis 
de liete, ftc^Rot. 3. 

, A^ 4 Edw. n. — Kancia. Rex Rogero le Brabaasoon salutem. Com Regi- 
naldus de Cobham pro transgressione per ipsum facta in paroo Margarete que 
fiut uxor Stephani de Penecestr, apud Penecestr de qua convictus fuit, &c 
prisone turris Londinends adjadicatus foisset, &c idemque Reginddus in piiaona 
pndicta jam steterit per sex annos et amplius, && yobis mandamus quod acoepto 
ad opus nostrum rationabili fine, &c. ipsum a prisons predicta, &c* ddiberari— ^ 
Rot. 14. 

A^ 8 Edw. II... Rex Johanni de Eure escaetore dtra Trentam. Quia 
ifatdlexinras quod vos terras et tenements diyersomm banerettornm miUtum et 
aliorum, qui. See* et qui nuper apud Stryydyn credebatitttr ftdsse interred seisiri 
fedstis in manum nostram oocasione mortis eorundem i et jam nobis relatum 
est quod plures de illis sunt in potestate inimioorum nostrorum in partibus illis 
Gonstitnti yitam duoentes inhumanam per quod yolumus quod omnes terras et 
omnia tenementa predicta tarn lUomm qui defuncti sunt quam ^orom de 
quomm yita adhuc dubitat, &c. 



THE PARLIAMENTARY WRITS, 

AND WRITS OF MILITARY SUMMONS f 

TOGETHER WITH THE RECOBDS AKD MUNIMEKTS RELATING 
TO THE SUIT AKD SERVICE IHTE AND PERFORMED TO THK 
KINOES HIGH COURT OF PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCILS 
OF THE REALM, OR AFFORDING EVIDENCE OF ATTENDANCE 
GIVEN AT PARLIAMENTS AND COUNCILS. COLLEGT]U> ANI» 
EDITED RY FRANCIS PALGRAVS, ESQ. 

Vol. I. Folio.— Vol. 11. DMsions 1 and 2. 

The Preface to the first volume of this work^ which is edited 
with great care and ability, a£Pords the following infonnatioii 
of its contents. '^ The Collection includes all the Reoordd 
'^ which show the constituent parts of the ancient legislatire 
^^ and remedial assemblies of England, beginning with the 
^^ reign of Edward the First, and consists of — 

I. '< Writs of Summons addressed to the Prelates, the 
^^ Earls, and to the individuals generally, but not invariably, 
^^ designated as ' Barons,^ < Proceres,^ or ' Magnates ;^ and 
<^ also to the Justices, Clerks, and others of the Council. 
<^ In most instances'the writs are extant on the dorses of the 
<' Close Roll, upon which each set of writs appears to have 
*< been entered or enrolled, from a pannel or schedule (such 
<^ as is now termed a Parliamentary Pawn), which remained 
" on the file,'' 

II. " Proxies of the Prelates, Earls, and * Proceres.' ^ 

III. ^' Precepts and Mandates issued by the Metropo- 
*^ litan and Diocesan Prelates, pursuant to the prasmuni- 
^< entes Clause in the Writs of Summons, requiring the 
*^ attendance of the inferior clergy ; and Procurations issued 
" by the capitular and parochial clergy, pursuant to such 
^' Precepts and Mandates.*" 

IV. ^' Writs for the election of the members of the 
^^ Commons House of Parliament, and Returns.'' 
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V. " Writs for levying the expenses of the Knights^ Citi- 
^< zens, and Burgesses.''^ 

VI. " Writs of Military Summons, specially addressed 
^' to individuals usually considered as the greater or lesser 
" Barons of the Realm."" 

VII. " Writs for the performance of military service, or 
" relating thereto, addressed to the Sheriff of the County." 

VIII. " Commissions of Array and other instruments re- 
lating to the military levies." 

IX. " Records affording evidence of the names of the 
** individuals who actually attended or deliberated in Far- 
" liaments or Councils." 

X. ^* Records affording evidence of the actual perform- 
" ance of Military service." 

^^ The documents comprehended under the foregoing ten 
<' sections constitute the body of the collection ; those con- 
** sidered as forming the Appendixes are of a more miscel- 
^' laneous description, such documents having been selected 
^< as explain particular facts and proceedings, or which tend 
^^ to elucidate the main points of inquiry within the purview 
" of the Collection. The latter may be thus eniunerated :— 
<' 1st. Records showing the rank and condition of the indi«- 
" viduals composing the Parliament. These are chiefly the 
<^ Commissions by which the royal authority was delegated 
" for the conservancy of the peace, the execution of sta- 
" tutes, &c. 2nd. Records relating to the election of 
*' Coroners, Verderers, &c., which took place in the County 
>^ Court ; and other documents showing the constitution of 
" that assembly, and elucidating the history of the elective 
^^ franchise. ^ 3rd. Records relating to the customs and 
" constitution of boroughs."^ 

^^ In order to render the work more accessible to the 
*^ reader, it has been accompanied by a Chronological Ab- 
'*^ stract of the Documents, with notes ; a Calendar of the 
** Writs of Election and the Returns thereof, and an Alpha- 
** betical Digest of the facts relating to persons." 

^^ The collection is as complete as it has been possible to 

' '^ These documents will appear in a future volttme.*' 
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'^ make it, with the powers and means which have been 
'^ afforded to the editor. He has employed all the original 
*^ records which have been produced or rendered accessible 
^* to hhn i nor have any been omitted of which he has 
^' knowledge, or which he has been enabled to obtain. In 
^^ some cases it has been necessary to have recourse to 
'^ transcripts, and which are noticed in the Chronological 
" Abstract. All the printed sheets have been carefully col- 
" lated by the editor with the sources (whether original 
•* record or transcript) from whence they are taken, and they 
'^ imitate or denote the peculiarities of the manuscript as 
" closely as can be effected by typography.'* 

With the exception of the Writs of Military Summons 
antecedent to the reign of Edward the First, as well as of 
the Writs to the Parliament of the 49th Hen. III., this 
work is a collection of all documents which are known to be 
extant illustrative of the History of Parliament, and of the 
Military force of England; and, to use a remark which 
has been before made on it, ^^ whether, in relation to the 
<< li^t which is thrown upon the early history of the legisla- 
** ture of this country, the manner in which its armies were 
<^ formed, or as materials for the biography of distinguished 
" individuals, from the close of the thirteenth to the com- 
*' mencement of the fourteenth century, its contents are im- 
^' portant to the historian, and highly interesting to the 
'^ antiquary.**' 

Volume the first, which contains upwards of 1150 pages, 
and embraces the reign of Edward the First, is thus divided : 

I. Preface. 

II. Chronological Abstract, with Historical notes, from 
page 1 to ^6, This abstract presents an analysis of the 
contents of each document in English^ and must be ex- 
tremely useful to those who are unacquainted with the 
language or contractions of the original. 

III. Calendar of Writs of Elections and Returns, page 1, 
xcvi. 

IV. Parliamentary Writs, being literal copies of original 
documents, page 1 — 192. 

V. Writs, Records, and Muniments, relating to the Mili- 
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ttrjT Btf%itB due to At Citywii, wneuier by letson < 
or of aHegittioe; dso copies of origmal documents. 



VI. Appendix of fflasCradye documents, page 381—409- 

VIL Alphabetical Digest, preceded by a «< BoU of the 

^* names and anns of tbe Bannerets of England, compiled in 

^ die eaily part of die rogn of Edward tbe Second, and 

** which affords a cniions iUnstration of ancient henkby.'" * 

Page 411—947- 
An Index Nominum. 

The I^jest of Fhces and of prindpal matters in the first 
Tohmie is to be given on a fntore occarion. 

Tlie second volame of the '< Parliamentary Writs^ em- 
braces the reign of Edward the Second, 1307 to 1327, and 
is divided into two yolomes, each of whidi is called *^ a 
^ Dividon.^ The editor observes in the pre&ce : 

^ The Wilts of Election are exhibited in a series which, 
** though by no means complete^ does not offer any very 
^ important chasms ; and the comparison between the num- 
^ ber of returns, now printed for the first time at full length, 
^ and the number catalogued by Prynne, ^rill show how 
^' many have been recovered since the age of that laborious 
« writer." 

*^ The several bundles of proxies contain only one exe- 
^ cuted by a temporal peer (Part 1, p. 267, No. 30), but 
^^ that one is of considerable importance from the fiict which 
^' it establishes,^ via., that a peer might consider himself as 

Boll WM imUidied m a naan oetaTO, in 1828, by FidEering, Chan. 



' Tbat Peen who were nmaUy nmiiiioned fometimes attended a particnlar 
Parfiament witliont being wpeekMy sammoned thereto is ftiDy shown by the 
Letten ftom the temporal Peen assembled in the Parliament at Uneoltt to Pkipe 
Boni£ue VIIL rdattve to the Sorereignty of Scotland, in the 29th £dw. I., 
ISOly to which no less than seventeen Buons were parties, who were som- 
moned to previous Parliaments, bnt were not summoned to the Parliament at 
Lfaieoln. It is doubtftil, howerer, if the case of the Earl of Surrey, mentioned 
in the text, can be considered evidence of the practice. A Parliament was 
commanded to meet at Bippon on Sunday next after the Feast of St. Martin 
(i. e. 4 November) by writs tested at Newcastle on Tyne on the 18th September, 
16 Edward II. 1322, to which the Earl of Surrey does not appear to have 
been summoned. On the 30th of October, however, writs were addressed to 
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^' bound to attend pajrliament^ although his aame does oat 
^^ appear amongst the persons summoned ; and tbtit he 
** might appomt individuals, not possessing seats in pariia- 
^^ menty as his proxies, to appear on his behalf in lliat 
** assembly.'^ 

<< The portion of the text relating to military service will 
^^ be found to include, in addition to the Writs of Summons, 
&c. all the Scutage Writs which the Bollfi in the Tower 
can supply, and a complete series of all the Commissioas 
<^ of Array. These two last classes of documents, though 
^^ diverse in nature, must be considered in conjunction. 
The reign of Edward II. is to be viewed as the transilioii 
period, ^ when the military tenures began to lose their 
efficacy, and a new mode of raising the forces was gene* 
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die Shflriffii of Yorkihixe, Notdnghamshire, and other Coundes, redtiiig the 
sabetanee of the Sumineiw to the Tur^tmmA or ^ Golloqniam ** at BippeB» tnd 
eommanding them to piodlatmlhat aU tbePrclatei, Earla,Ban«i^Magiuitei^aiid 
Proceresy as well as all Knights of the Shiie, Citizens^ and Biugcnet who were 
summoned by writ, or who were oiherwite warned (" per brevia natira vsl alio 
modo tummonUi 90I prenmmUi **) to attend at Rippon should be at York on the 
same day. On the i^pearanoe of ibis ProdamatMm at the plios where the Bad 
of Surrey was then residbg, he doubUess considered it tantamount to. a Summons 
to the said Assembly at York, notwithstanding that he might not have received a 
Writ to the Assembly intended to have been held at Rippon, and he appointed 
proxies accordingly. The fact that a Peer might *' appoint indindnals not pos- 
" sessing scau in Parliament as his prases to appear on hii behalf hi that assem- 
«< Uy," by no means stands on the authority of the Earl of Surrey's case alone. 
Independently of the numerous Letters of Procuration of Bishops and Abbots 
given in the ^ Parliamentary Writs," (voL U. pt. I, p. 2S4, 286,) by which they 
iqppointed proxies to appear for them in the said Parliament at York, some of 
which proxies were Spiritual Peers, and others Commoners (chiefly dexgymen), 
the same practioe is shown by the RoU of the Padianwntof the 36 Edward I. 
It appears, from that document, that some of the temporal Peers summoned 
to the said Parliament were ^excused by the Kmg," and others '*by the 
«* Justices," and that Reginald Lord Grey iHppeaied ^ Mi aUormp Thamag de 
Wytnuham : '' Reginaldns de Grey Ten' p' Thom de Wytnesham attam*"-* 
(RoDs of Parliament, i. IBS, and Parliamentary Writs, u ISS.) See also Rot. 
Pari. ToL i. p. 189, 190, 191, and Parliamentary Writs, toL i. p. 166» where the 
names of the proxies of most of the Spiritual Peers and other Ec cl es ia sti c i who 
were then summoned occur, and where it is shown that Theobald Loid Verdoii 
being summoned to the Parliament at Carlisle in January, 1307* iqppouited John 
Herbert, a Commoner, his attorney, to appear for him in that Parliament, and 
to answer particuUrly concerning the senftee due ttota him in the expedition 
against the Soots. 
* Sic— Query the meaning? 
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^ xalljr adopted^ which speedSy deptfrr^ the Bftrenage of 
<^ theb feudal character, and caused the greatest' changes 
<< in the policy of the realm.*^ 

^' In the Appendix care has been taken to insert the prin- 
^* cipal documents relating to the individuals who were en- 
'^ gaged in the civil wars and dissensions, which form the 
^< pmdpal characteristic of this unhappy reign. Few of 
^^diese matefials have hitherto been published ; the greater 
<' pairt have never been quoted. Such, for instance, are the 
'^ singular records of the compositions and fines by whicU 
^^ the opponents of the King^s authority, taken in arms 
'^ against him, 15 Edw. II., were allowed to redeem their 
" lives and estates. (Part 2, p. 202—213, No. 1 to 197, 
^' &c. &c.) The attainders of the adherents of the Earl of 
'^ Lancaster, and the other State Trials of this period (Part 
« 2, p. 244—249, No. 87 to 135 ; p, 261—269, No. 21 
'« to 48 ; p. 269—271, No. 68 to 79, &c.) may also be 
<< perused as curious illustrations both of the policy and of 
^* the jurisprudence of these times. The Roll ol the Battle 
^* rf Boroughbridge (Part 2, p. 194—201, No. I7I to 191), 
^ printed by permission of its owner, the Right Hon. Charles 
" W. W. Wynne, is also an historical document of singular 
'< value. Heraldry frequently affords the best, and some- 
<< times the only, mode of identifying individuals ; and, 
'< without deciding whether this document is or is not to be' 
^' considered as a record, it is unquestionably coeval, and of 
" great authenticity.'*' ^ 

^ Upon ihis Roll it is necessary to make a few remarks, in order that those who 
ooBSult it may not be mided by the opinion ea^ressed as to the *' singular value 
and ^* great authenticity" of so much of the document as relates to ^^ Heraldry. 
The numerous mistakes which occur in the original Roll prove that it is un- 
worthy of a place among authentic records ; and the truth of this observation 
will be best established by pointing out a few of the many errors which occur. 
The name of Motinteney is written Mfoutwenp s the well-known faDnily of L'IsIe 
is uniformly written Idle or Lidl$; Ingoldthorpe is called Itiffelhorp; Com- 
walle is in one place called Curteneye ; Watei^e, WadvUet &c. ; whilst, in 
some of the charges in the arms the mistakes are equally remarkable : for 
eseample, persons are said to bear *^ a favkettmy* ^' Ameroles** and '* mer» 
vumndes,** charges never before heard of; the correct reading being, in the 
first instance, an ^< escutcheon ;'* in the second, " merelos," t. e. martlets ; and 
in the last, probably a '^ chevron." 
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^Mn a work intended to devekpe the progress of the 
English constitution, the documents illustrating the states 

rank, and condition, of the individuals composing the 
^^ legislature, furnish one of the most important subjects of 
*^ inquiry. That the Prelates and ^ Proceres,^ who were 
*^ more immediately about the King, should be often em- 
^^ ployed upon public business, may be easily anticipated. 
^^ But it is perhaps a more instructive feature in the history 
*' of the open ^ aristocracy of England, to observe how gene- 
*^ rally the members of the Commons were the active, leading, 
'' and eflSdent characters in the minor communities, which 
'^ they represented in the supreme assembly of the realm."*^ 

<^ The Digests of places and principal matters of the 
^^ reigns of Edward the First and Edward the Second will 
<' form a part or volume by themselves ^^ and, as neither the 
" Index Nominum'' nor the " Digest of Names of Persons'* 
in the second volume, which is said in the Preface ^' to be 
^' appended hereto/' occur in the first or seccmd division, it 
is presumed that they are to form another volume, entitled 
" Division III..;" so that the " Parliamentaiy Writs, and 
'* Writs of Military Summons,'' &c. of the reigns of Edward 
the First and Second, A*. 1272 — 1327, together with the 
Abstracts, Digests, and Indexes, will fonn five volumes, of 
which three only have yet appeared. 

The arrangement and contents of the second volume are 
best shown by the following analysis : 

Division the First, containing about 7^ psges, consists of, 

I. Chronological Abstracts, with Historical Notes, 
p. a— 458. 

II. Calendar of Writs of Election and Returns, 
p. i— cclxxxiv. 

Division the Second, containing about 1060 pages, con- 
sists of, 

I. Writs, Records, and Muniments, relating to the 
Suit and Service due and performed to the King's 
High Court of Parliament, and the other CouncUs 
of the Realm, or affording evidence of attendance 

^ So in the Preface ; — but query the meaniDg. 
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given at JPatliaments and Councils during the 
reign of Edward the Second, p. 1—^366. 

II. Writs, Records, and Muniments, relating to 
the MOitary Service due to the €rown, whether 
by reason of Tenure or of Allegiance, during the 
reign of Edward the Second, p. 367— 7^- 

III. Appendix of Records and Historical Docu- 
ments illustrating the Parliamentary and Military 
Proceedings, p. 1—296. 

i V<dume the first was published in 1827, and the two Di- 
visions of volume the second in 1830. The price at which 
the first volume was published was 4/. 4^., now reduced to 
Sf . 2^. The second volume (both divisions) was published at 
tU. 60.y bnt is now likewise reduced to 21 2s. ; sums ^scarcely 
amtonnting to the value of the paper ; and, when it is known 
that these volumes have cost upwards of 17»000/., the desire 
of the pr^ent government to extend Historical knowledge, 
by placing these important records within the reach of the 
eoii^munity at large, seems indisputable. 

It wotdd be improper, in a notice of works illustrative of 
Parliamentary History, to omit the Rolls of pARLiAMEiiT, 
which were published many years ago in six folio volumes, 
by order of the House of Commons. These important and 
highly interesting records commence with the 6th of Edw. I., 
1278, and extend to the reign of Henry VIII. ; but the Rolls, 
subsequent to the 19th of Hen. VII., 1503, will be found in 
the first volume of the Journals of the House of Lords. 
The value of the Rolls of Parliament can only be adequately 
appreciated by those who have been in the habit of consult- 
ing them ; for there is scarcely a subject connected with the 
Parliamentary, Legal, or General History of this country; 
On which information may not be derived from those records. 
Besides containing legislative enactments, they often present 
the previous proceedings ; and as the Journals of the House 
of Lords do not commence until the 1st of Henry VIIL, 
1509, it is from the Rolls of Parliament alone that proofs 
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can be fbimd of Peers Ii«yifig sat in Parliament previous 
to that period, which proofs are requisite in daims to im 
aacieat Barony by Writ The Petitions to Parliament 
frequently contain very curious matter, abounding in bk^ra^ 
phical materials, in illustrations of the state of society, and 
in notices of the descent of lands. 

An Index to this invaluable coUecticHi of historical and 
constitutional knowledge is nearly ready for publication, 
under the authmty of the House of Lords. By that Index 
ready access will be aiForded to information which is indis- 
pensable to those who wish to learn the History of England 
from the only true and authentic ^omce^-^HHrnUmp^ameau^ 

It is proper to observe, that the Rolls of Parliament axe 
very defective, the proceedings of various parliaments beings 
it is feared, irretrievably lost. Though many Petitiras ait 
printed in the present edition, numerous others exist ; and 
if, as would appear from Ae passage about to be quoted, a 
new edition of the Parliamentary Rolls is in preparation, 
its superiority will probably consist in a more accurate 
text, And in containing the inedited Petitions. The follow- 
ing observation in Sir James Mackintosh's ^'History of 
England '^ beings hbwever, calculated to mislead the histo* 
rical student, by creating an impression, tliat the defects 
in the RoUs themselves, L e. iSieproceedinga of Parliaments 
which are missing, can be supplied, it is desirable to remove 
misconception, because errors are important in proportion 
to the celebrity of those who commit them. 

Speaking of the arrest of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester^ 
in the parliament at St. Edmund's Bury, in February, 1447* 
tihe learned author observes :-— '^ If there were any Parlia^ 
^^ mentary proceedings on the subject, no part of them is to 
'' be found in the printed Rolls of Pariiament ; ^ and he adds, 
in a note, " The imperfect state of the Rolls revives my 
** envy of those historical inquirers who will have the good 
'^ fortune to b^in their labours after Mr. Palgrave's edition 
" shall be completed.'*' ^ 

"^ History of England, vol. ii. p. 9. 

f2 
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Whereas, it is certain that no edition of the Bolls of Par- 
liament can supply the information in question, or, indeed, 
any other facts connected with proceedings in Parliament, 
excepting the Petitions which were presented, for this simple 
reason, that all ,the Records for the purpose have long ceased 
to exist, with the exception of those which occur in the 
edition of the Rolls of Parliament printed by the House of 
Commons. 

SPECIMENS OF THE DIGESTS OF THE « PARLIAMENTAEY 

WRITS." 

Rot Claus. 6 Edw. I. m. 8. d. Oloucestebshibe. — ^Wiit directed to 
the Sheriff, oomnuuidiog him to distrain all persons within his Bailiwick seized 
of lands to the amount of 20L yearly value, or one entire Knight's £se, 
whether held of the King in capite, or of any other Lord, and who '* ought 
** to be Knights, and are not,** to take upon themselves the degree of Knight- 
bood before Christmas then next ; and to return the names of such persons under 
his seal and the seals of two lawful Knights of the said county. 

Rot Vascon. 22 Edw. I. m. 9. d. Writ of Military Summons addressed to 
*^ Oalfridus de Genevile," reciting that the King of France had attempted 
to disinherit the King of his land of Gascony, and that he had, therefore, pro- 
posed to cross the sea in person. He is enjoined *' in fide et homagio" to meet 
the King at the muster at Portsmouth, 1 Sept. with horses and arms, and all 
his service, ready to cross the seas in defence of the said land of Gasoony. 

Rot Pat. 26 Edw. I. m. 23. . Passports or letters of safe conduct for various 
Welshmen returning from Flanders, where they had performed military service^ 
to their own country. 

Rot Claus. 29 Edw. I. m. 17* d. Kent. — Writ de expensis, addressed to 
the Sheriff for the Knights of the Shire who attended the Parliament at Lincoln. 

Rot Pat 30 Edw. L m. 35. LiNCOf^KSHiBE.— Letter of credence addressed 
to the Knights, ^^ Probi homines," and all. the ** Communitas" of the County, 
enjoining them to give full faith to what shall be declared, viva voce, by *^ Jo- 
hannes de Insula," and *^ Lambertus de Thrikingham," concerning certain 
urgent affairs touching the King and kingdom. 

Rot Claus. 33 Edw. L m. 20. d. Writ docketted *' de veniendo ad 

-Parliamentum," and addressed to '< Johannes de Wichio," commanding him 

to appear in person in the then instant Parliament at WestBiinster, on certain 

afiahrs concerning the King's free Chapel of Hastings, which cannot be oon- 

Tenientiy dispatched without his presence. 

Rot Claus. 34 Edw. I. m. 6. d« Shbopshibe. — Writ addressed to the 
Sheriff. The King has been given to understand, that various persons propose 
to hold tournaments and feats of arms, to the hindrance and impediment of his 
affairs in Scotland. Proclamation is to be made, that no one is to presume to 
attend any tournaments, justs, or feats of arms, until the termination of (he 
war in Scotland. The lands, goods, and chattels, of the offenders to be seized, 
and the parties themselves to be attached and brought before the King. 
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TEMP. H^EN. HI. ET EDW. I. IN TUKEl LOND. ET IN CURIA 
BECEPTiE 8CACCABII WESTM. ASSEBYATI. 

The Hundred Rolls of the Reigns of Henry the Third and 
Edward the Firsts preserved in the Tower of Londonj 
and in the Court of Receipt of the Exchequer at West- 
minster. — 2 vols. foIiO) 1812. 

The nature of these Records is so well described in the 
account of them in the Preface, that it is only necessary to 
gire extracts from that statement to convey a perfect idea 
of the information which they contain, as well as of their 
general utility to Antiquaries and Lawyers. 

^^ The Rolls, officially denominated ^ The Hundred 
'^ Rolls/ contain Inquisitions taken in pursuance of a 
^^ s{>ecial Commission, issued under the Great Seal, dated 
" the 11th day of October, in the second year of the reign 
" of King Edward the First.'' 

^' In order to form an accurate idea of the nature of the 
" Hundred Rolls, it will be necessary briefly to consider the 
articles usually given in charge to the Hundredors by the 
Justices in Eyre, the particular objects the King had in 
^^ contemplation in issuing this Special Commission, the 
legislative Provisions which originated from the Returns 
thereto, and the subsequent Proceedings in Quo Warranto 
in £}rre, which took place in consequence of some of these 
" Provisions." 

^^ It was a function of the Justices in E]a*e as well to 
'^ inquire of Knights' Fees, Escheats, Wardships, Marriages, 
^* Presentations to Churches, and Usurpations of the Rights 
" of the Crown (in order to preserve the profitable Tenures 
of the King, and that he might be duly answered of the 
Fruits of such Escheats, Wardships, &c., whifth formed a 
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material part of his revenue), as to inquire of oppressions 
^< and frauds of the Eing^s Ministers and OflScers. The 
<' Justices, therefore (as is well known), delivered in charge 
*^ to the Hundredors certain articles calkd ^ Capitula 
« Itineris.' (Bract. 1. 2, p. 116, 117) These were not 
** always the same, but varied as times and jdaces required.^ 

** During the turbulent reign of Henry the Third, the 
'^ Revenues of the Crown had been considerably diminished 
*^ by Tenants in Capite alienating without licence; and by 
** Ecclesiastics, as well as Laymen, withholding firom the 
*^ Crown, under various pretexts, its just rights, and usinrp- 
^' ing the right of holding Courts and other Jura R^alia. 
*^ Numerous exactions and oppressions of the people had 
<< been committed in this reign by the nobility and gentry 
^ claiming the r^hts of free chase, free warren, and fishery, 
<' and demanding unreasonable Tolls in Fairs and Markets ; 
^* and again, by Sheriffs, Escheators, and other Officers and 
** Ministers of the Crown, under colour of Law."** 

" King Edward the First, who was on his return from the 
^' Holy Land on the death of his father, did not reach 
*' EnglJEnid till towards the latter end of the second year of 
<^ his reign (Rot. CUus. 2 Edw. I. m. 5 ; and Rot. Pat^ 
^^ 2 Edw. I. m. 15) ; and these abuses remained uncorrected 
^ till his return. One of the first acts of his administration 
^< after his arrival was to inquire into the state of his 
<< Demesnes, and of the Rights and Revenues of the 
<^ Crown, and concerning the conduct of the Sheriffs, and 
'^ other Officers and Ministers who had defrauded the 
^' King and grievously oppressed the people.''^ (Annals of 
Waverley, 235.) 

*^ The Capitula Itineris would have nearly embraced the 
" consideration of all these abuses ; yet, as the Circuit of 
^^ the Justices Itinerant, who went it generally but once in 
^' seven years, would not return till the sixth year of this 
^' King's reign, it was necessary in the interim to afford a 
^< speedy remedy to the Crown and to the subject Before, 
^ however, any specific remedy could be provided for the 
^ correction of the abuses above described, evidence was 
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*} requisite of their peculiar nature and extent. The King, 
« therefore, on the 11th October, A^ 2^ of his reign, 1273, 
^< appointed special Commissioners for the whole Kingdom, 
^ as appears from the Patent Rolls of that year, whereon 
♦* are enrolled thirty-five articles of inquiry. Twelve other 
f ^ articles not discoverable on the Patent Rolls are to be 
*< found among the returns, making in all finrty^seven 
^ articles. The latter w^re adapted to the circumstances 
^^ of the place, and some of these axe applicable to maritime 
** Coimties only.**' 

^' After the Commissioners had in the third year returned 
^* their Rolls of Inquisitions, in obedience to the Conmisflion 
'^ of the 9nd of Edw. I., it was necessary for the Court of £x- 
^^ chequer to have in one view such parts of the Return as 
<< affected the rights of the Crown, and the abuses of its 
« officers. To this end certain Rolls were drawn up, eon« 

taining a selection, under the denomination of Extracts.^ 
The Rolls of Inquisitions and Extracts being in the 
*^ hands of the Treasurer and Barons of the Exchequer, the 
<< Crown was at once furnished (amongst other things) with 
^< evidence, upon the oath of a Jury of each Hundred and 
^ Town in every County, of all the Demesne Landa of the 
'^ Crown, whether ancient, or newly acquired by escheat or 
^* purchase ; Manors, &e. formerly in the hands of the 
'< Crown, the persons holding the same, the authority, and 
*^ how alienated ; tenants in capite and tenants in antient 
<< Demesne ; the losses sustained by the Crown in Militaiy 
^' Services and otherwise by the subinfeudations made by 
*< such tenants in capite, &c. ; Alienations to the Church 
^^ under pretext of gifts in' frankalmoigne ; Wardships, 
^^ Marriages, Escheats ; suits and services, withholden and 
^* subtracted ; fee farms of the Crown, Hundreds, Wapen- 
*' takes, and Tythings ; Courts ; Wreck of the Sea ; Free 
^' Chace; Free Warren and Fishery, and other Jura 
i'^ R^alia ; oppressions of the Nobility, Clergy, and other 

great men claiming to have and exercise such rights; 

exactions by excessive and illegal Tolls in Fairs, and for 

Murage, Pontage, &c. ; exaction and oppressions of 
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"Sherifls, EschcatoM, and other Mmretcrial Officers, 
" under colour of Law ; unlawful exportation of wools, 

«&C. &C.'' 

*^ The Statute of Crloucester was enacted in the 8is:tfa year 
'< of this King^s Reign; and the first Chapter, relating to 
^' Liberties, Franchises, and Quo Warranto, was founded 
'< upon the previous Inquiries under this Commission.'" 

Other Rolls, also called *' Hundred Rolls,"^ though of a 
somewhat later date,, in the reign of Edward the First, and 
differing from the preceding in their origin and contents, are 
appended to the second rolume. 

These Records were ordered to be printed on the 25th 
March, 1808, and Mr. IlHngworth, who signed the Preface, 
was directed to correct the press under the revision of the 
Secretary. Indices Nominum et Locorum occur at the end 
of each volume. The price at which the Hundred Rolls 
were published was 21. 2s, for vol. i. and 2L 12s. 6d. for 
vol. ii. The present price is 18s. for vol. i. and 1/. 4^. for 
vol. iL 



SPECIMENS OF THE ROTULI HUNPREDORUM, 

Com. B£i>F..—Hundredorum de Flitte.— .Dicunt quod Hundredum de FJitt 
est pertinens ad mauerium de Buton, et quod Dominus H. Rex pater domini 
Regis nunc dedit niud manerium Willielmo Marescall Comiti juniori cum 
Alienora sorore sua in maritagium cum omnibus pertinenciis satvis tamen 
Domino R^ sexaginta solidos per annum de hidagio, et eadem Alienora nunc 
illud tenet, et dicunt quod habet retumum et placita de namio vetito furcam efc 
assisas panis et cerrisie. 

Com. Bucks. — ^Villata de Wycoumb. — Dicunt quod Rogerus Maloysel 
Ballivus Wallingfordie cepit de Ada de Oxonia de Wycoumb unum par sotnla* 
riorum predi yj denariorum pro eo quod suo tempore non poneret eiim in assisas. 
Item, dicunt quod idem Rogerus in ultimo itinere Justidarierum apud Wycoumb 
malidose extorsit de Agnete Bordwad vj marcas dum fnit in prisona in hospido 
Symonis de Hibemia et recognovit eciam multis homisibus quod tradidit 
medietatem dicto SimonL 

Com. Devon.— iVeredictnm Hundred! de Wonford.— Rogerus de Pridians 
Viceconies Devonie, cepit per Willielmum Bedellum de Halsford octo vaccas 
Roberti de Boxlond et fugavit ad Castrum Exoniensis et de Castro usque ad 
nundinas per proprios Bcryientes suos et ibi illas vendidit injuste et sine judicio 
Comitatus. 
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BuBOUfl X>Z BiDKraBB.— Jarad iIUos hvap. dicnnt qood Ricttduft. de 
OrejnriU habet anisas panis et cervine in buigo de Bideford per quod, 
trarrantam nee quo tempore nesdunt. Item dicunt quod idem Ricaidns Babet 
forum in burgo de Bideford per diem Lune et nundinam in vigilai Sancte 
Mmgaiete et in die per quod waxrantnm nee quo tempove newiottU 

BuKOUS BE TivEBTOK.— Jurati. iHius hundred! dicnnt quod Amkm 
Comitiasa Devonie habet asnsam pania et cerrisie fuicam tumberellum et 
pilloriam quo warranto ignorant nisi nomine dotis. 



PLACITA DE QUO WARRANTO, 

TKMPOBIBUB SJ>W. I. 11. ET HI. IN CUHIA RECEPTiB 
SCACCABII WESTM. A8SEEVATA. 

One Vol. FoKo, 1818. 

The Pleas of^* Quo Warranto^ in the Reigns of Edward 
L II. and III. preserved in the Court of Receipt of the 
Exchequer at Westminster, 

It was stated, in the notice of the ^< Hundred Rolls,^ that 
on King Edward the Firsts return from the Holy Land, he 
found that during the reign of his father, Henry the Third, 
the revenues of the Crown had been considerably diminished 
by tenants in capite alienating without licence, by persons 
withholding from the Crown its just rights, didming the 
privilege of holding courts, and oppressing the people by 
pretending rights of free warren, free chase, &c. ; and that 
the measures adopted by the King to remedy these abuses 
gave rise to the Inquiries which form the ^^ Hundred Rolls.*" 
The first Chapter of the Statute of Gloucester, which 
passed in the 6th Edw. I. relating to liberties, franchises, 
and Quo Warranto, is presumed to have be^i founded upon 
the inquiries under that Commission. Immediately after 
the passing of that statute, ^^ the stated period of the 
^' circuit in Eyre returned ; and on the Justices going their 
" Iter, Writs of Right and of Quo Warranto issued very 
'^ generally against such persons as claimed Manors, 
^^ Liberties, &c., where the Jurors had previously said upon 
"oath before the Inquisitors, A\ 3 Edw. I. ^nesciunt 
" Quo Warranto,^ the parties held or claimed ; and again, 
" where they said the party held or claimed ^ sine warranto,' 
^^ in such case a writ sometimes issued ; but the party 
" usually came in upon the general proclamation (directed 
** by the statute) without any special writ of Quo Warranto. 
" The entry in the former case being * A. B. summonitus 
fuit ad respondendum domino Regi Quo Warranto,' &c.; 
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<< and in the other, * Ptesentatum fuit alias coram InquLd- 
^* toribuB Domini Regis quod A. B. clamat, &c. sine 
" Warranto; "^ 

*^ The Judgments do not appear in all cases, the same 
'^ being sometimes adjourned ' coram Rege,^ and at other 
** times ^ coram Rege in Parliamento/ &c. be, and fre^ 
« quently no Judgment whatever was given, the King^s 
*' Attorney not chusing further to prosecute his writ. It 
may, however, be material to notice, that at the end of the 
Pleadings in sereral counties are to be found « Fladta 
Forensica,^ or Pleadings in other counties ; and amongst 
^ these are not unfiequently cases wherein Judgments have 
'^ been adjourned from the county where originally tried 
^^ into another or foreign county, and there given.^ 

^' It is also observable, that the titles to some of the Rolb 
*' run thus : — ^ Placita de Quo Warranto et Ragemannis,'* 
^^ the Justices being assigned by the King and his Council, 
*^ in pursuance of the Statute called ^ Rageman,^ said to have 
^< been made Ao. 4 Edw. I., to hear and determine all Com-* 
<< plaints of Injuries done throughout the Realm, within the 
<^ twenty-five years next before the feast of Saint Michael, 
** in the fourth year of his reign. The proceedings in these 
cases were by Indictment in what was termed the 
' Rageman,^ and were chiefly against Sherifl%i, Escheators, 
'* Bailiffs, and other Ofiicers, for extortions and oppressions 
** under colour of Law. These, however, form but a very 
*^ small portion of the Pleadings when compared with those 
" of the * Placita de Quo Waeeanto.' ^ 

^' The frequent reference in Courts of Law to the latter 
^' Pleadings, in modem times, afibrd a strong proof of their 
*^ great importance and utility, as not only the boundaries 
^^ of many free chases, free warrens, and fisheries, and the 
(< allowance in eyre of various franchises and liberties, but 
<^ many royal charters, as well to ecclesiastical as to lay 
^^ corporations, not to be elsewhere found on record, are 
it very frequently set out at large therein ; the descents of 
^^ manors, advowsons, &c., from the earliest period, are 
^^ every where apparent ; many obscure passages and ob- 
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*< solete words in charters are repeatedly explained ; i^nd 
<^ much learning illustrative of the laws and customs of the 
*^ country, both useful and interesting to the Lawyer and 
** the Antiquary, will be found dii^>er8ed throughout the 
« work."*" 

The Rolls are arranged under Counties ; and Cardigan in 
Wales, as well as the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey, is 
included; but nothing occurs xelative to the Palatinate of 
Durham. A fac-simile of the manuscript is prefixed, and 
ccq^iolis Indices Nommum et Locorum are appended to the 
volume. 

The original price of this work was 21. 12s. 6d.y now 
reduced to eighteen shillings. 
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hands all lands held in capite of the Crown, on receiving a 
writ entitled a Writ ^^ de diem clausit extremum,^ com- 
manding him to assemble a jury to inquire, 

1 . Of what lands the party died seised. 

2. By what rents or services the same were held. 

3. Who was his next heir, and of what age the said heir 
then was. 

The inquest was taken on oath, and the verdict returned 
under the seals of the Jury, and upon that report the Crown 
acted. It is thus evident that iKauisiTioKss post Moetem, 
or, as they are sometimes incorrectly termed, ^' Escheats,^^ 
contain valuable information connected with the descent of 
lands and families, and are of the first importance to topo- 
graphical writers, and for genealogical evidence. 

The earliest^ Inquisitiones Post Mortem on record 
are of the reign of King Henry the Third, and they 
were continued until the Restoration of Charles the Second, 
when the Court of Wards and Liveries, which had been 
established by Statute 32 Hen. VIII. c. 15, to controul the 
abuses to which the system had given rise, was abolished. 

The printed Calendar refers only to the Inquisitions Post 
Mortem in the Tower, which end with the reign of Richard 
the Third, the subsequent Inquisitions being preserved in 
the Rolls Chapel. 

Vol. i. contains the Inquisitions firom the reign of Henry 
the Third to the end of the reign of Edward the Second. 

Vol. ii. contains the Inquisitions in the reign of Edward 
the Third. 

Vol. iii. cimtains the Inquisitions in the reigns of Ridiard 
the Second and Henry the Fourth. 

' A very carious ncord, afibrding similar information, about thirty years 
before any Inquisitions Post Mortem are preserved,, has been recently published 
by Stacey Orimaldi, Esq., entitled ** Rotulrde Dominabns, et Pueris, et Pndlis, 
*^ de donatione Regis, in zii comxtatibus de Itinere Hugonis de Morewidi, et 
^< aliis, anno 31 Hen. II. 1185." (4to. 1830, Pickering.) This rdl is ex- 
tremdy curious : it states the number of children of ihe parties mentioned, and 
lih&x ages ; it gives a minute account of their landed jnoperty and fiuming- 
stock I and afibrds many very interesting &ct8 ittustnitive of the state of society 
in the twelfth century. 
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Vol. iv. contains a list of the Inquisitions in the reigns 
of Richard the Fifth, Henry the Sixth, Edward the Fourth, 
and Richard the Third ; and an Appendix, with a list of a 
^^ large portion of the Inquisitions which are noted in the 
^ preceding volumes as lost ; ^ as well as of <^ upwards of 
^' three thousand other Inquisitions Post Mortem, in the 
<< several reigns from King Henry the Third to James the 
" First, inclusive," which have been recently discovered. 

It is not generally known, that transcripts of the Inqui- 
sitions Post Mortem, from the reign of Edward the First to 
that of Charles the First, exist in the King^s Remembrancer's 
Office in the Exchequer, which are in good preservation; 
and that similar Inquisitions, which were taken by escheators, 
virtute officii, without writ or commission, are in the same 
repository. 

The volumes of the printed Calendar are chronologically 
arranged, and present the number of the Inquisition, the 
name of the party on whose death the Inquisition was 
taken, the names of all the lands mentioned therein, with 
generally a notice if the tenant was a felon or an idiot. To 
each volume copious Indices Loconun et Nominum are 
appended ; but, in using the Calendar, some caution is 
necessary, and the following hints may prevent mistakes. 

In many instances, and most commonly with respect t^ 
the '* second numbers,^ notices occur of Inquisitions which 
were not Inquisitions post Mortem, but proceedings con- 
nected with alienation, or enfeo£Pment of lands to trustees, 
often for religious or charitable uses. It does not always 
follow that the lands mentioned were the. property of the 
person to whom the Inquisition relates, though it is certain 
that they are mentioned therein ; for they may be lordships, 
of which he held only a trifling tenement, or to which he 
was bound to pay a customary rent. 

The Calendar was ordered to be printed on the 24th of 
March, 1802, and was taken, it is said, from ^^ a transcript 
^^ of the Official Calendars, revised and corrected with the 
*' originals by Mr. Robert Lemon, Chief Clerk in the Tower.'' 
Vol. i. appeared in 1806; vol. ii. in 1807; vol. iii. in 1821; 
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sod Tol. ir. in 1828; and were edited by Messrs. Caley and 
Bayley. The oii^nal price of rols. i. iL and in. was five 
guineas, and of rd. iv. 21., being, for the set, 'JL 5s. The 
present price is, for vols. i. ii. and liL 3/. 3s., and for yd. ir. 
1/. 4s., or for ihe set, 42. ^s. Vols. iL and iiL may be pur- 
chased separately. ^ 



8PBCIMEN OF THE CALENDAE OF THE INQUISITIONES 

POST MORTEM. 

A*. 4S H«i* 3.— W. 7« GALrmn>* Tkxooz t-^ 



h maner*. ' 



Petodl hoBory r Norfidc*. 

Redelowortfa ma&er% 
19*. Si JOH'n nc 1>oinir»T0V.— Sdop 2 acr* dimia' .... Salop*. 
N*« •• WALVmus Wo]>KKOK.-^Haglide 90 ae»' ten* .... Sofible*. 

If*. 10. JuLiAVA BX CuLTiraA. — Oiduttdlegfa terr* Somenet*. 

N^ 11. RoBEBTusDE Pbtit brwe tantum. — Bedford' ten* Notting*. 
K*. 12. Pbiob DE Breutowe.— Bri'eton hundr* terr% &c. Somerset*. 
N^. Id. KAD^irs BETAy.-.Manherebriaii ttianer*diimd*.... Hereford*. 

' M*. 14. JOB*XS pX SaKOTO ClABO TEKUIIT TXE1l% &C. 

nx Hoxomx nx Bo&ovtx ix Cox. Esskx'. 

A^ 6 £dw. I. N*^.2. JoH*ES filius Wii;.l*Bot]>xl. Ccitr* 
oom* 4 feod* Cestr*. 

A*. 19 Edw. I. N*. 9. Matilda vxcb Will* x de 
Habdreshulx., Saleby maDer* extent* LiAcolii*. 

A*. 10 Edw. II. N*. 07. Robertus de Bbvs xt Alia* 
VOBA irxoB xjus POSTXA Bupt' Ric* LH Waleys — [varioiia 
lands.] 

A^ 12 Edw. n. M". 20. RoB*Tir8 de Welle xt Joh* 
a uxor X88V8 XT Ada XT JoB*K8 7R*E8 RoBTz.— Wyber. 
tonmaner* 
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tH CITBiA SCACCA&II TEMP. VifLGIS EDWARBI III. 

Owe Fo/wwe, I8O7. 

The Inqumtiona of the Ninths in the Time of King Ed^ 
ward the Third^ in the Courts of Exchequer. 

In the Pairliament which met at Westminster on Wednesday 
next after Mid-Lent» in the 14th £dir« III., 30^ ofMareh^ 
1340, it was enacted, that in consideration of the ^^ grants, 
releases, and pardons, of the chattels of Felons and 
Fugitives, and many other things underwritten, w^ioh l^e 
King had granted to the PhreUtes, Earis^ Batons^ atid*iill 
the Commons of his Realm, for the ease of them perpetu- 
*' ally to endure, the said Prelates, Earls, Barons, and all 
^^ the Commons of the Reabn^ willingly of one assent and 
*' good will, having regard to the will that the King th^ir 
'^ tiege Lord hath towards them, and to the great Travailes^ 
^^ that he hath made and sustained, as well in his wars of 
Scotland as against the parts of France and other places, 
and to th^ good wiU which he hath to keep his realm, and 
maintain his wars, and to purchase his rights : they have 
*' granted to him the ninth Lamb, the ninth Fleece, and the 
ninth Sheaf, to be taken by two years then next to come* 
And of Cities and Boroughs the very ninth part of all 
*' their goods and chattels, to be taken and levied by lawful 
and reasonable tax by the same two years, in aid of the 
good keeping of this Realm, as well by land as by sea, and 
^< of his wars, as well against the parts of Scotland, the parts 
of France, Gascoyne, and elsewhere. And in right of 
merchants foreign, which dwell not in the Cities nor 
Boroughs, and also of other people that dwell in forests 
and wastes, and all other that live not of their gain nor 
store, by the good advice of them which shall be deputed 
** Taxers, shall be set lawfully at the value of the Fifteen, 
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without being unreaacmably chaisged. And it is not the 
intent of the King, nor of other great men, nor the Com* 
mons, that by this Grant, made to the King, of Fifteens, 
the poor boraile people, nor other that live of their bodily 
** travul, shall be con^rised within the Tax of the said 
^^ Fifteens, but shall be discharged by the advice of them 
<< which be deputed Taxers, and of the great men which be 
** deputed Surveyors.'^ * ... 

By Statute 2, in the same year, it was provided that this 
gnmt should not be considered a precedent ; that no future 
aid should be granted, excepting by the conunon assent of 
the Peers and Commons in Parliament ; and that the pro- 
ceeds of ^s aid should be wholly expended on the safeguard 
of the realm, and in maintaining the wars of Scotland, France, 
and Gascony. 

/' Assessors and Venditors were accordingly appointed for 
*^ every county in England, to assess and sell the ninth and 
^^ fifteenth, and three Commissions were issued, directed to 
" Assessors and Venditors named under the Great Seal by 
'^ the King and Council.''^ 

^^ The Qxeculaon of the first Commission was confined to 
'^ a few parishes only within a coimty, and within the assessr 
^' ment and sale the ninth of the religious was included* 
^^ The second Commission was likewise imperfectly exe^ 
'^ cuted : but it was done in a way different from the first, 
'^ by assessing and selling the ninth of the articles to be 
'' levied according to the tax or valuation of churches, com- 
" pleted in 1292, 20 Edw, I., called « Pope NicoWs Tax^ 
" ation/ "" 

<^ A third Commission was issued on the 26th of January, 
^^ 15 Edw. III., 1341, addressed to the Assessors and Ven- 
" ditors, whereby they were instructed to levy the ninth of 
'^ com, wool, and lambs, in every parish, according to the 
^^ value upon which churches were taxed (this means Pope 
** Nicolas^s Valor and Taxation), if the value of the Ninth 
amounted to as much as the tax, and to levy more where 

» Stat. 1. c. 20. 
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•* the true value of the Ninth should be found to exceed the 
^^ tax ; but should the value of the Ninth be less than the 
** tax, they weie directed to levy only the trufe value of the 
Ninth and to disregard the tax; and to gain correct 
information of these facts, they were directed to take 
^* Inquisitions (the Records now published) upon the oath 
** of the parishioners in every parish.^ 

These records present the finding of the Juries, which 
were appointed in each parish, to determine the faise value 
of the ninth of the com, wool, and kmbs ; and their Returns 
Btate the amoimt of the ancient tax of the Church, and the 
causes of the Ninth not amounting to the tax dr value at 
the Church. When the Ninth did not exceed the tax It 

« 

was attributed to other articles, such as Dos or Glebe of the 
Church, tythe of hay, and other tythes being included 
therein. If any Abbey, Priory, or otJief religious Corj)ora- 
tion, had property within any parish, the ninth arising frotn 
such property was estimated and returned. The principal 
utility of these Rolls is in Tythe cases. 

The names of the Assessors and Venditors are prefixed to 
the volume. They usually consist of an Abbot or Prior, and 
three or four lay persons of the best families in each coimty. 

The volume was ordered to be printed in December, 1804, 
Md appeared in 1807- The original price was 2/. 2«., but it 
is now reduced to 18^. 

SPECIMENS OF THB INQUISITIONES NONARUM. 

Com. B^&x. Fynchamsted. — Rogenis Est, Johannes ittte Belle, Johannes 
itte Hawe, el Robertas le Bf aichaunt parochiani dicte vUIe dicunt, &c. quod 
90IHI gpitwrum IstMmm . et ^^noram ville «ntedicte, nihil le eztendunt ultra 
extentam ecxlesi», nee m^gis, nee minus, que quidam eedesia se cactendil ad y} 
marcas et dimidium. Item dicunt quod nulli catallater. nee meicatores suni 
Hridem, sed omnes vivunt de tenris et laboribus suis^ &c. 

COU0 Sv^n. Paioehia de Bromdene—^Jur. dicunt, &e. quod nana gar. 
baruiii ▼«U«rm9 et i^^nim prediote paroehie Talent anne xiiij^. U. s. vj 
4* oh. £t dicunt quod nona piedicta ad taxam ecduam pxediotia anno predkto 
attingere non potuit, pro eo quod dicta ecdesia dotata est de terra, que valet per 
annum v*. lilj. d. Et dicunt quod dedma feni et alie minute dedme, cum 
oUationibus valent per annum zlvj. s. iijf^, Et dicunt quod Prior de Sdebume 
faabtt temporalia in ea^em parochia, undo nona valet anno predieto x% 

g2 



TAXATIO ECCLESIASTICA 

AK6LLE ET WALLLE, AUCTOEITATE P. NICHOLAI IV. 

ciBCA A.D. 1291. — Folio. 

The Ecclesiastical Taxation of England and WaleSy 
made by authority of Pope Nicholas the Fourth about 
the Year of our Lord 1291. 

The following^remarks are prefixed to this volume in expla* 
nation of its contents :«— 

^^ Pope Innocent the Fourth, to whose predecessors in the 
<< See of Rome the First Fruits and Tenths of all Ecde- 
'^ siastical Benefices had for a long time been paid, gave 
^' the same, a.d. 1253, to King Henry the Third for three 
'^ years, which occasioned a Taxation in the following year, 
*' sometimes called the Norwich Taxation, and sometimes 
" Pope Innocent^s Valor. 

<^ In the year 1288, Pope Nicholas the Fourth grailted 
*^ the Tenths to King Edward the First for six years, 
'^ towards defiraying the expense of an expedition to the 
^< Holy Land ; and that they might be collected to their 
'^ full value, a Taxation by the King^s precept was begun 
^^ in that year (1288), and finished as to the Province of 
<^ Canterbury in 1291^ and as to that of York in the follow- 
*^ ing year ; the whole being under the direction of John 
*' Bishop of Winton, and Oliver Bishop of Lincoln. 

*' A Third Taxation, entitled ^ Nova Taxatio^ as to some 
** part of the Province of York, was made a. d. 1318, 
*' (11 Edw. IL) by virtue of a royal mandate directed to 
'< the Bishop of Carlisle, chiefly on account of the invaision 
" of the Scots, by which the Clergy of those Border > 
<' Countries were rendered unable to pay the former tax. 

^* The Taxation of Pope Nicholas is a most important 
^^ record, because aU the Taxes, as well to our Kings as the 

Popes, were regulated by it, until the Survey made in the 

twenty-sixth year of Henry the Eighth, and because the 
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** Statutes of Colleges which were founded before the 
" Reformation are also interpreted by this criterion, accord- 
^' ihg to which their Benefices, under a certain value, are 
<' exempted from the restrictipn in the Statute 21 Henry VIII. 
** concerning Pluralities* 

" Various detached parts of this Record have been pub- 
^^ lished in different County Histories ; but the whole is 
** now, for the first time, edited from two Manuscripts in 
^' the King^s Remembrancer's Office, Exchequer, collated 
'^ with a Cottonian Manuscript of much greater andquity in 
** the British Museum, Tiberius C. x., which has unfortu- 
^^ nately suffered some damage from the fire that happened 
to the Cottonian Library whilst lodged in the Dormitory 
at Westminster. The original Rolls for several dioceses 
are still extant in the Exchequer, and have been consulted 
in this edition : the various readings which occur in them 
have been preserved : they are, however, but few, and are 



«4 

'^ of no great consideration ; which circumstances evince 
^^ the accuracy of the ancient transcripts. Specimens of the 



Hand-writing of the two Exchequer Manuscripts, which 
appear to have been written in the reign of Henry the 
Sixth, are prefixed, and a general Index is subjoined.^ 
The *^ Taxatio Ecclesiastical' was ordered to be printed 
in November, 1800, and was published in 1802, under the 
editorship rf Mr. Caley. This volume, and the "Valor 
" Ecclesiastious,'' are very important works to those who are 
interested in the History of the Church, and of Ecclesiastical 
property; whilst in all disputes relative to Tythes, the 
value of Benefices, &c., they are indispensable books of 
refei%nce, being, in fact, the highest authority on these 
subjects. 

The original price was 21. 2«., but the volume may now 
be had for 169. 
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8P£CIM£Nd OF TH£ TAXATIO ECCLBSUStlCA* 

PscANATus DE D0M8TAPXJS— Prior de Dunttaple habet in 

IXiiulftple in tarit redd, nundin* mercat. totnet m«Iend. Our* .... 11 10 4 

Item habet ibidem in fructu greg^m et animalium 1 

Item habet in HmiitOD, Chalton, litdgraTe, Stoppetly e , in tenig 

Mdd.ad]ntane 6 3 SJ 

Item habet in Tofierhoapad Stortegrave in terris redd, et pratis. .18 2 

TaXATIO BOKOaVlt TEVPOSALIUM AkCHIB. WlOORXIfi. 

^—Dominus Epiaoopua Wigomie habet ^nd Hambmr. in salio 

maaMo de xeddit. aaais. per annum 40 

Bt habet ibidem 6 camcat. terre et ralet caracata per annum. • ••168 
£t habet ibidem unum Golambarium quod valet per annum .... 6 8 
£t de placitifl et perquisitia ftidcm 8 



VALOR ECCLESIASTICUS 

TEMP. UEN. VTII.y AUCTOKITATE BE6IA INSTITUTtlS. 

Fii>e Vols. 1810, 1825. 

Tfte Ecclesiastical Valuation made by Royal Authority in 
the Time of King Henry the Eighth. 

In the twenty-sixth year of the reign of King Henry the 
Eighth; anno 1534s Parliament ratified and confirmed that 
Monarches Title of '< Supreme Head on Earth of the Church 
<^ of England.*" A Statute was immediately afterwards passed, 
the preamble to which recites that the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons desired and most humbly prayed 
^< that for the more surety of continuance and augmentation 
*' of his Highness^ Royal estate^ being not only now recog- 
** nized (as he always indeed hath heretofore been,) the only 
supreme head in earth, next and immediately under God, 
of the Church of England, but also their most assured 
^^ and undoubted natural sovereign liege Lord and King, 
^^ having the whole governance, tuition, defence, and main- 
^^ tenance of this his realm, Mid most loving and obedient 
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subjects of the same,^ it might be enacted '^that the 
King^s Highness, his famrs and successors, Kings of this 
^^ Bealm, shall have and enjoy, from time to time, to enduie 
'^ for ever, of every such person and persons nrhich shAll at 
any time after the first day of January next coming be 
nominated, elected^ prefected, presented, collated, or by 
any other means appointed to have any Archbishoprick, 
Bishoprick, Abbacy, Monastery, Priory, College, Hospital, 
Archdeaconry, Deanry, Provostship, Prebend, Parsonage, 
Vicarage, Chantry, Free Cbi^pel, or other Dignity, 
^^ Benefice, Office, or promotion Spiritual, within this Raalm, 
or elsewhere within any of the Kings's Dominions, of what 
name, nature, or quality soever they be, or to whose 
^^ foundation, patronage, or gifts soever they belong, the 
First Fruits, Revenues, and profits for one year, of every 
such Archbishoprick, Bishoprick, &c. afore-named, where- 
unto any such person or persons shall after the said first 
day of January be nominated, &c. ; and that every such 
penson and persons, before any actual or real possession, or 
meddling with the profits of any such Archbishoprick, 
'^ Bishoprick, &c., shall satisfy, content, and pay, or com^ 
^< pound or agree to pay to the King^s use, at reasonable 
^ days, upon good sureties, the said first {hiits and profits 
^^ for one year.**^ It was further provided, for the better 
maintananpe of the Crown as Supreme Head of the Church, 
ihat the King should yearly receive ^^ united and knit to his 
^< Imperial Crown for ever^ one yearly rent or pension 
^ amounting to the value of the tenth part of all the revenues, 
^< rentaB, fiums, tythes, offerings, emoluments, and of all 
^< other profits, as well called Spiritual its Temporal, apper- 
^' taining or belonging, &c. to any Archbishoprick, &c. as 
^' afore-named, within any Diocese of this Realm, or in 
'* Wales ; the aaid pension qr annual rent to be yearly paid 
** for ever to the King, his heirs and successors, at the Feast 
<^ of the Nativity, md the first payment therec^ to begin at 
«' the Feast of the Nativity, a.d. 1636.'' It was further 
enacted that the Chancellor for the time being should have 
power to direct into every Diocese Commissions in the 
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iKjng*8 BBtne to the Archfaisliop or Bishop of such Btieces^, 
and to audi other persons as the King should name, 
mithoruing them to inquire ^^ of and for the true and just 
^ whole and yearly values of all the manors, lands, tene- 
^ ments, hereditaments, rents, tythes, offerings, emolu- 
^' ments, and other profits, as well spiritual as temporal, 
**' appertaining to any Archbishoprick, Bishopiick, &c., as 
<^ afore-named, within the limits of their Commissions,^^ and 
empowering them, in rating the said yearly values, to 
deduct ^* the rents resolute to the chief Lords and all other 
.^^ annual and perpetual rents and charges which any spiritud 
*^ person or persons been bounden yearly to pay to any 
^^ person or persons, &c., or to give yearly in alms by reason 
*^ of any foundation or ordinance, and all fees 6xt stewards, 
^^ireoeiveis, bailiffs and auditors, and synods and proxies,^^ 
audi to make certificate of the entire value of such reductions. 
Pursuant to these clauses, Comtmissioners were appointed,^ 
and the ^< Valou Ecclbsiasticus^ is the Returns made by 
Aem on the matters mentioned in that statute. • The utility 
of these Records in Ecclesiastical affairs is extremely great, 
as they form the Register by whidbi First Fruits and Tenths 
are calculated. Among other miscellaneous in£raination, the 
^^ Valor EcdesiastiGus^^ shows what sums were paid out of 
Spiritualities to lay persons or corporations, or in fees to 
Bailiffs, Receivers, Auditors, Sheriffs, Justices, and other 
Civil Officers, whose names at the time of the Survey are 
mentioned;^ the sums annually expended by Monasteries 
in charity; the amount distributed on anniversaries, with 
the names of the parties who were thus commemorated ; the 
names of Priors, Abbots, and all other Incumbents, and 
sometimes of their immediate predecessors ; together with 



* Their uiBtructioDs, which are very minute, are printed in the first volume. 

' These notices sometimes alFord biographical information. For example, it 
appears that Sir Thomas Wyatt, the Poet, was Chief Steward of the liberties 
and lands of the monastery of the Blessed Mary of Mailing, in Kent, about 
the 3rear 1536, with an annual fee of 53s. 4d,, being then an Esquire; a fact 
which, however trifling, escaped the extensive researches of his biographer, 
Dr^Nott. 
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the vadue <^ lands, proTiaons, and otber commodities; and 
the lecord -presents a complete view of the value and de- 
scription of all Ecclesiastical property in the reign of Henry 
the Eighth. In a few cases Commissions for a similar pur« 
pose issued by Edward the Sixth and Queen Elizabeth occur. 

A ^^ General Introduction^ and '^General Map^' will, it is 
said, be delivered with the k^t volume ; but neither is to be 
found in the fifth volume, which it must be inferred is the 
laatf since all the Dioceses of England are now pubUshed^ 
with ample Indexes. The omission of that Introduction is 
much to be regretted, for the accurate knowledge which the 
Editor must possess of the c^mtenis of the work winch he 
superintended would doubtless enable him to point ovt the 
value of the ^^ Valor Ecdesiasticus''^ for legal purposes, and 
the claims which it possesses to the notice of Antiquaries 
and Historians in a more satisfactory manner than can be 
done firom casual inspection. 

Vol. i., published in 1810, contains the Dioceses of Can» 
terbury, Rochester, Bath and Wells, Bristol, Chichester, 
and London. 

Vol. ii., published in 1814^ Winchester, Sslisbtdy, 
Oxford, Exeter, and Gloucester. 

Vol. iii., published in 1817* Hereford, Coventry and 
Lichfield, Worcester, Norwich, and Ely. 

Vol. iv., published in 1821, Lincoln, Peterborough, 
LlandafF, St. David's, Bangor, and St. Asaph'^s. 

VoL v., published in 1825, York, Chester, Carlisle, and 

Durham. 

In the Appendix to each volume a list of the Peculiars in 
the respective Dioceses is given. The ^^ Valor Ecclesias- 
<^ ticus''^ also contains Maps of the Dioceses, marking the 
Ecclesiastical Divisions. Indices Capitum, Locorum, et 
Nominum, occur in each volume. 

The original record is deposited in the First Fruits' Ofiice, 
and was edited by Mr. Caley. It was first published at 
12/. 10«., but the price is now reduced to 5/. ds. Volumes 
i., iii., iv., or v., may be purchased separately at 1/. Ss, 
each. 
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8PSCIMENS OF THE VALOR ECCLE8IA8TICU& 

Hospitals Dohus Dei Dovojul. 
PtrpgUml Ckarff0§bjftheJFoutuk[e$n^tJ^90idIfoU9e* 

Fint for the snsteiuumee of the poaie people to the lame Honse 
iMortyng, amountytig yerely to 40 

Also on the daye of Sejnt P&acre yerely ibr the tool of Hugh de 
Bmgo one quarter of whcte ^ 6 fi 

Also the aame daje if it be Besflhe day one oxoi and if it be fioshe 
daye two barrells of white heryng 20 

Alsa In the dafoof tfaa aavneyacion of our ladye far the ioule of 
Kyng Henry the (hirde, like ahniB 26 8 

Also in the daye of Seynt Lake for the sonle of Margarete, 
daughter of the add HngfaO) like almea as is expressed for her seid 
ftthcf , URiiiiitying yerdy to 53 4 

AlsoioJto distributed in dzailc at Offiy pf the seid dayes as mochs 
drink as shall susteyn the setd pecsones that the seid almes shall be 
distributed onto 4 

Also for the finding of two lampes in the sdd Chtixcfae of 
MeMon diea bmnyng co&tyimsily by fbundadon 10 

Me&ssbe Scotteb. 

Also paide yereily fornwnhe lend soottfls and wateiying soottes for 
the defence of Romeney Mershe and saving of it agenst the see. ... 20 

REKTS mSSOLUTS. 

To oure sorereigne lorde the Kyng for Uanncherent yerdy 16 2 

To the Castdl of Doyoar for GasteE waxde oute of the maner of 

Pysyng every zxi¥ wykes y! which is by the yeie 10 6 

Also to the Maire and Cominaltye of Dovonr for sent yeidy . ... 4 2 



CALENDARS 

Of the Proceedings tn Chancery in the Reign of Queen 
Elixoheth ; to which are prefixed. Examples of earlier 
Proceedings in that Courts namely^ from the JReign of 
Richard the Second to that of Qtieen Elizabeth inclti^ive* 
From the Originals in the Tower^^^Two Volumes^ 
Folio. To/. /., 1827; Fo/. //., 1830. 

Thbbs Voltuneft contain Citle&dars stating die name^ c/t the 
Plaintiffs and Defendants, the object of each Suit, and the 
name and situation of the lands or tenements in dispute, 
with a slight account of the nature of the Claims in the 
Proceedings in the Court of Chancery during the re^ of 
Queen Elizabeth, 1558 to 1603, alphabetically arraii^ed 
under the names of the Plaintiffs. 

This Calendar is useful to topographical writers: it 
affords much genealogical information ; and is of consider- 
able value for legal purposes. Prefixed to each Volume are 
numerous specimens of Proceedings in Chancefry from the 
17th Ric. II., anno 1393, when they commenced, pursuant 
to the statute in that year, which enacted that *< when the 
'^ suggestions of the Plaintiff were proved to be untrue, the 
'< Chancellor should be enabled to award costs and damages 
" to the defendant, according to his discretion.""* 

Upon the utility of these proceedings with respect to the 
early history of the Court of Chancery, some observation^ 
are made in the preface to the first volume ; and, judging 
from the specimens there given of various Bills and Answers 
from the reign of Richard the Second to that of Elizabeth, 
these records are not exceeded by any that have been given 

> 9tt/t, it Bie. 11. c. ti..^'* Item. Foranniich m people be oompeDed i# 
^< Mrae before the Kkg^s Gouncfl, or in the Chancery by Writs gnmnded upe^ 
*' ttBtme suggestions, ihat the Chancellor for the time being presently after that 
*^ such suggestions be duly found and proyed, shall haye power to ordain and 
** award damages, according to his discretion, lo htm which is to troubled 
<' unduly, as afore is said." 
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to the public in valuable illustratioiis of the state of Society 
at the periods to which they respectively refer; and they 
are likewise redundant in information relative to the descent 
of property, and in materials for Family history. 

*' These specimens,'' it is said in the preface, " throw 
<' considerable Ught on the origin of the Court of Chancery, 
^^ as a Court of equitable jurisdiction ; and, whilst they 
^' point out the variations that have taken place from time 
^^ to time in the course of proceeding in that Court, and 
show under whose authority or administration those 
alterations have been introduced, they afford also consi- 
derable insight into the manners and customs of the times, 
<^ and the orthography and phraseology of the English lan- 
'^ guage when it first came into frequent use in Chancery and 
^' diplomatic proceedings." 

^' From these Proceedings it appears that the chief 
'< business of the Court of Chancery in those early times 
'< did not arise from the introduction of uses of land, 
^* according to the opinion of most early writers on the 
^^ subject ; very few instances of applications to the Chan- 
** cellor on such grounds occurring among the proceedings 
^^ of the Chancery during the four or five first reigns after 
^^ the equitable jurisdiction of the Court seems to have been 
<' fully established. Most of these ancient petitions appear 
to have been presented in consequence of ajssaults and 
trespasses, and a variety of outrages which were cognizable 
;^^ at common law, but for which the party complaining was 
*^ unable to obtain redress, in consequence of the mainte- 
** nance or protection afforded to his adversary by some 
" powerful Barons, or by the Sheriff or other officer of the 
" County in which they occurred. The Petitions in the 
'^ reign of King Richard the Second are very numerous ; 
^< they are all in the French language ; and, from some of 
^^ the few examples which are here introduced, it will be 
** seen that, even at that early period, the practice prevailed 
*^ for the Plaintiff to find sureties to satisfy the defendant 
<^ for his costs and damages, in case he failed to prove the 
" matter contained in his Bill.'' 
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*< During the sctive reign of King Henry the FonrtB no 
*• hills (M* petitions addressed to the Chancellor have yet heeh 
found, and comparatively few appear to have been filed 
during that of his son and successor, King Henry the 
'< Fifth. From the commencement of the rei^ of King 
** Henry the Sixth, the bills or petitions^ and other pto-^ 
** ceedings in the Court of Chancery appear to have been. 
<^ preserved with greater regularity ; and in his time the vse 
<< of the English language, which had been partially intro- 
'^ duced in the time of his predecessor, became generally 
<« adopted;^ 

** For many years the usage of the Court appears to have 
" been for the Defendant to be brought before the Chan- 
^< cellor and examined viva voce ; but, from the time of 
King Henry the Sixth, a course more assimilating to the 
present practice seems to have been pursued ; and in inost 
cases, which were not of a mere personal nature, th^ 
'^ answers and other proceedings are preserved in writing, as 
*' of record. But few Decrees in these early periods have 
'^ been discovered, and these are generally found endorsed 
" on the Bill, a practice which continued from the time of 
** Henry the Sixth down to that of Henry the Eighth, if not 
" to a later period.'^ 

The Calendars to the Proceedings in Chancery were edited 
by Mr. Bayley, and each volume was published at 21, 28., 
but the present price of the two volumes is two guineas. 






SPECIMENS OF THE PROCEEDlNOS IN CHANCERY. 

The general amogement and contents of the vdume ace similar 'to the 
Calendar of the Pleadings in the Duchy of Lancaster (yide infta) ; but 
prefixed are copies of proceedings, some of which are extremely curious, of a 
date anterior to the reign of Elizabeth. The following are specimens :— 

In the Reign of Richard the Second, Robert Briddicote complained that, 
*< as he was going along in the peace of God and of our Lord the King, the 
*' Saturday next after the Feast of St. Barnabas, on the highway, on the other 
" side of the Town of Brentford, alone on foot, on a message to carry to Mr. 
^* Piers de Besiles^ near Oxford, there the said John, with divers persons 



94 PROCEEDINGS IN CHANCERY, 



^ ankDowii, all m boncbaefc, net ihe nid toppltet tfans alone wiiihmit defence, 
'* and on him the said John cried with a loud voice, in Enj^ish, ' Slee, dee the 
** thefe ; ihote, ahote the thefe,* by finoe of which ay all the people theie^ 
^ being tanounded the aaid suppliant in great numben, and lome of them bent 
^ their bowe, and acme drew their iwoids and daggers to kill the said snppliant. 
^ Whereupon, among others, a serrant of the said John Fonter shot the said 
*' aoppEant with an arrow through all his doaths into his arm , and thereupon he 
*^ ommanded the said senrant to cut off his head, and the stmngets there woold. 
** not tufe bim t whereupon the said John Forster took a bowstring and threw 
** it into the water, and then tied both his hands so tightly that the blood gushed 
<' out of his lihgen^ and so led him as a thief to the Town of Brentlbrd, and 
*' diere in the presence of divers persons he would have killed him with hie 
*' digger, if it bad not been for certain Ssqmves of my Iiard.the Puke of York^ 
^* when the said suppUanthad no other expectation than that of his death," &e. 

In the reign of Henry the Sixth, a man complained that he bad been griipvovily 
prosecuted in the Sheriffs' Court at the suit of Richard Rede, who had slandered 
him, in saying that he had taken his wife and his goods :^* 

** The whidie fbtseid Bidiard now late Cam to one Elene Faux, and wold 
'* have y#v«i hei^ « goun <Aoth, with that she woldi beveasiented tobea bawdo' 
*' betweene Koterine his wiffand me the seid John Westowe. Ferthermogre idie 
^ said Richard yaf counsel, and excited in all that he cowde or mi^^t to his wif 
^ for to be a strumpet, b^eting here xx*. with that she wolde assente and suffre 
^ Ihe sdd John Westowe to lye by here, to thentent to take faym and here 
^ togeder, and to raunson him. Also the said Riehaid be heote to oen &n' 
^' John Person preeat, that if he wolde leoorde^ifoie n juggo^ ifiih the aeid 
*' Richard, that the seid Katenne were founden in a taveme with the sdd John 
^ Westowe, he wolde geve the seid Sire John for his record a noble," &c 

In the reign of Edward the Fourth, <<Sr. Wanltier Howard Prest (pn»yed) 
^ that wheras he acoordyng to naturall reason and lawe was syttyng and dqmkyng 
f < with his owne suster in an honest hous within the Cite of London, yet dyvers 
^* persones maficioudy disposed toward yor said oratour enterd into the said faotts, 
'^ snimysyng that the said woman shuld not be his sister, and ther made assaulte 
'< uppon hym, and hym ther toke, bette, and sore wounded, and from tfaens 
^ caried yor said oratour to the Compter," &c. 



DUCATUS LANCASTRIiE, 

PARS PRIMA :— -CALENDARIUM INQUISITIONUM POST MORTEM, 
&C., TEMPOEIBUS EE6UM EDW. I.^ EDW. III., RIG. II., 
HEN. v., HEN. VI., EDW. IV., HEN. VII., HEN. VIII., 
EDW. VI., REGIN. MAR., PHIL. ET MAR., ELIZ., JAC. I., 
CAR. I. 

PARS SECUNDA: — ^A CALENDAR TO THE PLEADINGS, &C., 
IN THE REIGNS OF HEN. VII., HEN. VIII., EDW. VI., 
QUEEN MARY, AND PHILIP AND MARY. 

The first part of this work contains the Inquisitiones post 
Mortem which relate to the Duchy of Lancaster, beginning 
with the first year of King Henry the Fifth, 1413, and 
ending with the eighteenth year of King Charles the First, 
1642* It contains a Calendar to 3659 Inquisitions ; and, as 
the nature and utility of the records called '^ Inquisitiones 
^^Post Mortem^ have been already explained, it is not 
necessary to make any additional remarks on the subject. 

The second part, which commences at p. 107 ^^ ^^^ ^^U 
and is continued in the second volume, contains <^the 
^^ Pleadings, consisting of Bills, Answers, and Depositions, 
<^ and Surveys, in Suits exhibited in the Duchy Court : they 
^* commence with the first year of King Henry the Seventh, 
<' 1465, and are continued to the present time. The 
^' Calendar extends from the earliest date of these plead- 
'' ings to the reign of Philip and Mary, including 5682 
" records.'' 

It is said, in the preface to the second volume, that it 
'< contains a supplemental Calendar to the Pleadings, 
<' Depositions, &c., temp. Hen. VII., in continuation of the 
<* volume previously published, including several records 
<< which had been heretofore considered as lost, but which 
" have been recently discovered in the Duchy Ofiice ; A 
<* Calendar to the Pleadings, Depositions, &c., in the reigns 
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«< of Hen. VIII., Edw. VI., and Philip and Mary ; and 
a Calendar to the Pleadings, &c., in the reign of Queen 
Elisabeth, as far as the thirteenth year of her reign 
'^ inclusive ; with copious Indexes of places and persons in 
*^ the respective Calendars. 

" The Calendars to the remwnii^g part of the Pleadings, 
<* temp. Eliz., will,^ it is said, ^^ be continued in a succeed- 
** mg volume." 

The Calendars present the names of the Plaintiffs and 
Defendants, a slight notice of the subjects, and of the 
atuation of the lands or other property in dispute. It is 
material to observe, that the lands litigated were as fre- 
quently in other Counties as in Lancashire; hence the 
utifity of the Calendar is not confined to that County, but 
extends to all lands which formed part of the Duchy 6f 
Lancaster. Copious Indexes <' Nominum et Locotum'" are 
appended to each volume ; and, as the work appears to have 
required three editors, B. S. Harper, Esq., John Caley, 
Esq., and William Minchin, Esq., the labour of preparing 
it for press must doubtless have been infinitely heavier than 
might at first sight be imagined. 

The two volumes were published at 3/. Bs. : the present 
price is 11. lis. 6d. for both. 
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SPECIMENS OF THE CALENDAR OF PLEADINGS IN THE 

DUCHY OF LANCASTER. 



No 



s 



2 



8 



S«iga. 



N.D. 



2 Hen. 7* 



8 Hen. 7. 



N.D. 



N.D. 



N.D. 



Plaintiffiu 



The tenants 
and inhabitants 
of Glatton and 
Hohne. 

MaiigavetElys. 



Tenants of 
Gretham. 



John Hairis. 



Tenants and 
Inhabitants of 

Higham Fer- 

reis and Rush' 

den. 



Burgesses 
and Inhabit- 
ants of Hun- 
tingdon. 



Defendants. 



Walter Cotton, 

Parson of 

Glatton and 

Holme* 

John Lewes. 



Tenants and 

Inhabitants of 

Bolingbrolce. 



Abbot of 
Crowland. 



Sir Thomas 

Cheney, 

Blnight, and 

others. 



King^s Au- 
ditors. 



Premiiae and 

Matte n in 

Dispate. 



Claim of Ex- 
emption from 
Tjthes. 



Title to lands. 



Claim to Com- 
mon of Pas- 
ture in the 
West Fenn. 



Placei. 



Glatton 
Hohne. 



Powes 
Land. 

Gretham 

Boljmg. 

broke 

soke. 



IKsturbanoe ofi Par. 
possession of a; souiite. 

Farm, of 

Water, and 

Fishing and 

Fowling 

thereof. 



Right of Fish- 
ery and De- 
struction of 
Mill Dam at 
White Wil- 
lugh. 

Claims of ex- 
emption from 

Arrears of 
Tolls of Fairs. 



Higham 
Ferrers. 

Rushden. 



St. Ives. 



Conntief. 



Co.Hant. 



Wales. 



Lmooln, 



line. 



Norht. 



Hunt. 
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A CATALOGUE 
OP THE MANUSCRlPW iH THB COTtOKlA^ LlBkAHY, 

DEPOSITED IN THE BEITISH MUSEUM. 

Om Vol Folio, 1802. 

The mtoUBcripts in the British Museum form the most im- 
portant materials for Historical literature in Europe ; and 
it is therefore highly desitable that the Catalogue of their 
contents should be extensively known. 

The three principal collections of Manuscripts deposited 
in the British Museum are those of Shr Robert Cotton, 
^Robert Harley Earl of Oxford, and William first Marques^ 
rf Lansdowne, which at© generally known fts the Cottonian, 
'Harieiab, and Lansdowne Manuscripts. The other MSS. 
hi the Museum are all styled the " Additional Manuscriptis,**' 
With the exception of a sitiall collection formed by the late 
Francis HargraVe, Esq., which beat his name, and of which 
a Cataibgue has been printed ; and an extensive collection, 
entitled Cole's Manuscriptfe, of which a MS. Catalogue is 
placed in the reading-iroom. The Additional Manuscripts, 
which have been chiefly acqiured by purchase from various 
indindttals, partJculariy from Sit Hans Sloane, and Dr. 
Birch, extend to above 7»000. Of that number a classed cata- 
logue of S07I MSS. was compiled by the late Kiev. Samuel 
Ayscough, and was prfaited in two quarto volumes in 1782. 
Of the remainder a manuscript Catalogue, extending from 
No. 4324, to No. 67I8, will be found in tte Reading- 
Room, together with a MS. catalogue of the papers of the 
late Sir Andrew Mitchell, lately bought by the M*useum. 

THE COTTONIAN MANUSCRIPTS were coUected 
by Sir Robert Cotton, in the reigns of Elizabeth and James 
the First, and consist chiefly of ancient Chronicles, Biblical 
MSS., State Papers of the 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries ; 
Chartularies; early copies of the Scriptures and of other 
works ; transcripts of, and extracts from, Records ; Col- 
lections relative to various Courts, Offices, &c., forming one 
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t£ the chief sourees from which historians and writers on 
constitutional subjects, topographers, antiquaries, biograr 
phers, and, in short, all persons interested in the literature 
or history of past ages have deriyed their materials. 

It is a remarkable fact, that the government twice took 
possession of Sir Robert Cotton's Library, on the pretence 
that the information it contained was too dangerous to be 
disseminated, or that he had allowed it to be used by the 
enemies of this country. On the last occasion the v^ierable 
founder declared, that '' by locking his books up from him 
*^ they had broken his heart ;^ and he caused it to be sig- 
nified to the Privy Council, that their <^ detaining his books 
^^ from him^ without rendering any reason %xt the s^ame, hud 
*^ been the cause of his mortal malady.^ This great national 
benefactor died in May, 1631, without having recovered 
possession of his property ; and it was some time before it 
was delivered up to his only son. Sir Thomas Cotton, ftom 
whom the library descended to his son, Sir John Cotton. 

In 1700 a Statute passed for the better settling and pre^ 
serving the Library kept m the House at Westminster, called 
Cotton House, in the name and family of the Cottons, for 
the benefit of the public. This act, after doing justice to 
Sir Robert Cotton^ for fonning a most valuable collection of 
manuscripts, papers, records, &c. ^^ isS great use and service 
^' for the knowledge and preservation of our oonstiiution in 
*^ Church and State, and gen^idly esteemed the best of its 
kind now anywhere extant (^ a&d reciting diat '^ the same 
had been carefully preserved, and much augmented and 
enlarged by Sir Thomas the son^ and Sir John the grand- 
^^ son of the said Sir Robert Cotton,^^ declared, ^' that the 
<< said John Cotton, in pursuance of the desire «id intentions 
'^ of his father and grandfather, is content and wilHng that his 
'^ Mansion House and Library should continue in his fiunily 
*^ and name, and that it be kept and j^reserved by the name 
^^ of the Cottonian Library, for public use and advantage.^ 

By Statute 5 Anne, c. 30, entitled '^ An Act for die better 
<^ securing h&c Majesty^s purchase ef Cotton Honse, in 
" Westminster,'^ in wirich, after stating that the Library^ 
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in its present situation, was by no means in the state of 
security, nor of the degree of utility it was intended to be, 
it was provided that ^^ to the intent so great a treasure of 
'^ books and manuscripts, so generously given for the public 
*^ service, mig^it nqX remain any loinger useless ; and that 
' it might be in her Majesty^s power to make this most 
'< valuable collection useful to her own subjects, and to all 
** learned strangers,'" an agreement had been made with 
Sir John Cotton, grandson of the founder, for the piurchase 
of the inheritance of the house where the Library was de- 
posited, for the sum of 4,500Z., which purchase could not 
have been made without an Act of Parliament, the preceding 
act concerning this library having directed that the house 
should not be sold or alienated ; and it was provided that 
tl^e said house be henceforth vested in the Queen) her heirs 
and successors, for ever. 

In the year 1712, the library was removed to Essex 
House, in Essex-street^ in the Strand, where it remained 
until 1730. It was then conveyed to Westminster, and de- 
posited in a house in Little Deans'" Yard, which was pur- 
chased by the Crown for the purpose. On the 23rd of 
October, 1731, the Library was much damaged by a fire, 
which destroyed some, injured many of the MSS., and was 
nearly fatal to the whole. The remainder were removed into 
a new building designed for the dormitory of Westminster 
School, where they remained until the establishment of the 
British Museum, in 17^3, when the Cotton Library was 
directed to be deposited therein for the use of the public ; 
and two trustees were to be nominated by the representatives 
of the Cotton family, in addition to those provided by the 
statute founding the Museum. 

The Cottonian Library, which originally consisted of 958, 
was, by the fire, reduced to 861, volumes, of which number, 
when brought to the Museum, 105 were damaged bundles 
preserved in cases. 

This Catalogue was prepared by the late Joseph Planta, 
Esq., Principal Librarian of the British Museum^ and was 
published in 1802 at 2/. 10^., but the present price is 12tf» 
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A CATALOGUE 
OF THE HARLEIAN MANUSCRIPTS 

IN TH£ B&ITISH MUSEUM- 

Four' Vols. Folio^ 1808—1812. 



The Harleian Collection of Mandsceipts was formed 

V . ^ t 

towards the end of the seventeenth century by Robert Harley,^ 
the first and celebrated Earl of Oxford of his name. In value 
they i^re fully equal to the Cottonian Library, whilst they 
greatly surpass it in extent and variety. Among the manu- 
scripts of distinguished persons which were earliest acquired, 
were those of Sir Simon d'Ewes, Stow, and Eox the Martyr-' 
ologist. Various learned men were soon ihduced to present 
to the collection many important volumes, and the Earl of 
Oxford, being thus stimulated to pursue his design, em- 
ployed several individuals, as well abroad as in England, to 
purchase whatever was rare or vieduable. But zeal and mu- 
nificence were not Lord Oxford's only merit ; for it is almost 
as much to his talents and judgment as to his purse, that 
the country is indebted for this splendid collection. 

The Earl of Oxford died on the 21st of May, 1724, but 
his literary zeal did not expire with him. His son and suc- 
cessor, Edward the second earl, emulating the noble example 
of his father, devoted great part of his fortune to the com- 
pletion of what had been so auspiciously commenced : and 
on his demise in June, 17^1, the Harleian Library con- 
tained 7^9 volumes, exclusive of forty thousand original 
rolls, charters, deeds, and other legal instruments.^ The col- 
lection then became the property of his daughter and heiress, 
Margaret Cavendish, wife of William second Duke of Port- 

' Of this invaluable collection of charters, rolls, &c a good manuscript cata- 
logue is placed in the reading-room. It is very much to be wished that it were 
printed* 
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land ; and on the mstitutiim of the British Museum it was 
purchased of the Duke and Duchess by the country, vad 
placed in that establishment^ '^ to be consulted,^ says the 
Static, 86 Geo. I J. c. 22, ^^ by the curious, and for public 
^' use, to aU posterity.^ 

It is wdl observed in the Preface to the Catalogue, that 
'^ to give a critical account of th^ rare and curious MSB. 
^^ preserved in this admirable repository, to point out their 
'^ respective exceH^icies, to select their most remarkable 
<^ passages, and to enter into a circumstantial detail of their 
(< several histories, would prove a task infinitely too difficult 
*' for any one person who should presume to attempt it ;'^ 
but some idea may be afforded of the importance of these 
Maausdripts by briefly recapitulating the heads into which 
tiie writer of th^ Preface to the Catalogue has classed 
them* 

1. Bibles, and Biblical books in Hebrew, Chaldee, Greek, 
Arabia, and Latin. 2. Cabbalas, Talmuds, and Talmudical 
books, Targums^ Eitpositions, Glosses and Commentaries on 
the Pentateuch and other books of the Old Testament, in 
Hebrew, Chaldee, &c,, compiled by the most celebrated 
ancient as well as later Rabbins. 3. Nearly two hundred 
volumes of the writings of the Fathers of the Church, from 
the ninth to the fourteenth century, including ancient Coun- 
cils^ Canons and Ecclesiastical Constitutions, Annotations, 
Commentaries, Expositions, Harmonies of the Four Gospels, 
Paraphrases, Histories of the Old and New Testament, &c. 
4 Liturgies and Liturgical Books of the Syrian, Samaritan, 
Russian, Roman, Greek, and English Churches. 5, Missals,' 
Breviaries, and Hours of the Holy Virgin, according to the 
uses of the Roman, English, and Gallican churches, Ritualls, 
Ordinals, Books of Offices, Processionals, and Graduals, 
many of them illuminated and adorned with historical and 
other paintings. 6. Ancient Evangelistaria and Lectionaries. 
7* Menologies, Martyrologies, and Lives of Saints. 8. A' 
variety of other books of religion and devotion, consisting 
chiefly of Prayers in the Hebrew, Latin, Arabic, Persic, 
Turkish, Ethiopic, English, French, German, and Dutch 



tMgutffl ; • tr^aIlsoripto of the AloovAB, fto. 9. So geent a nutah' 
b^ of ourknid and auth^itie mantncripts^ relative' as weU 
ta the Topographieal Description and Antiqukies^ of Bntafai, 
as to the Civil and Eccleaiastical Bistory of die Siagdinn ; 
its Lawsi Constitution, and Government, thai Aia mine of 
learning appears inexhaustible, and evety vm replete with 
the richest stores. 1(K Heraldieal and Amnoonal Collections.) 
11^ Register Books, Cfaartularies, and other CTideBoea of 
the estates of our ancient nobility, and monastic iteuses*- 
121 Ceremonials, l^mps, and Soleianities. 13^ Topogra- 
phies, Descriptions and General Histories of the Psnrci- 
PAtirr OF Wales ; Surveys, Stattiteis Collections rf Laws 
and Customs ; Taxations and Valuations of Bishopriesy £)pis- 
copal and other Chart^s, Conventions, Papal Bulls, Mistefite 
of Welsh Heroes, and Genealogies. 14i Materials reta/tii^ to 
the Civil and Ecclesiastical History of Scotland, consktsag' 
of Descriptions, Histories, Chronides, Copies of Tireaties, 
Acts of Parliament, and ptddie instruments, State Papehi, 
Letters, Papal Bulls, Ecclesiastical Taxations, Rentals of 
Benefices, Arms, Achievements, and Pedigrees. IS. His- 
tories, Chronicles and Annals, as well Ecclesiastical as Civil, 
Laws, Charters, &g. iHustrative of the HiFSTomr and AMifi- 
QViTiKs OF Ibsland.- 16. Many ancient copies of ike 
Greek and Latin Classics, and Historians. 17* Lexicoiks, 
Glossaries, and Dictionaries of the Hebrew, Greek, Latin,' 
Welsh, Chinese, Persic, Arabic, German, Courlandic, Saxon,' 
English, and Turkish languages. 18. Chrerographies, An- 
tiquities, Histories, Chronicles, &c. of France and other 
countries. 19* Histories of Popes, and the Transactions of 
the See of Rome. 20. Poems, Essays, Ditties, Ancient 
Ballads, Plays, and other Poetical pieces, in almost every 
modem language. 21. A very large collection both of 
ahcient and modern Musical compositions, with anecdotes 
of their authors. 22. Books of Architecture, Geometry, 
Gunnery, Fortifications, Ship-building, and Militaiy Affairs. 
23. Natural History, Agriculture, Voyages, and Travels. 
24!. Many rare MSS. in Astronomy, Cosmography, and 
Geography. .2fiL A vast variety of Alchymical, Chymical, 
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Ch^iruigical, Phanxuiceutica], and Medkal Tcaots. 26^ A 
^teat number of volumes of original L^Uers, andraudbfiBtie 
transcripts of others, written as well by sundry personswbd 
have been eminent for their high stations in the State^ as by 
those who were remarkable for their literary aocomptisbr* 
m^its ; together with an immense yariety of MSS.. which, 
exclusive of their imp<»rt»nee in other respects, are highly 
valuable on account of the many illuminations with which 
they are embellished. 

The Catalogue was originally commenced in I7O8, by 
Mr. Wanley, the Librarian to Robert and Edward, the first 
and second Earl of Oxford. He was employed on it until 
his death in July, 17^6, and reached to No. 2408. It was 
resumed in 1733 by Mr. Casley, Keeper of the Cottonian 
Library, who continued it to No. 6709^ Soon after the 
death of Lord Oxford in June, 1741, the Catalogue was 
committed to Mr. Hocker, the Deputy Keeper of the Re- 
cords in the Tower, who, in less than two years, completed 
it as far as No. 7355. In this state the Catalogue remained 
tmtil the 22nd of July, 1800, when the Record Commission 
ordered their Secretary to write to the Trustees of the 
British Museum to express the desire of the Board, ^^ that 
^< the Catalogue of the Harleian MSS. be revised, corrected, 
*^ and printed, with proper Indexes of persons, places, and 
^* matters, and to acquaiot them that the Commissioners 
«< would provide for the due execution of the work.'' The 
Trustees accordingly engaged the Under Librarian of the 
MS. department to revise and correct the latter part of the 
Catalogue, beginning from No. 3100. This task, and the 
revision of the previous part of the Catalogue between Nos. 
2408 and 3100 was performed by him, with the assistance 
of the Rev. Stebbing Shaw and Mr. Douce ; and the first 
three volumes appeared in 1808. The fourth volume, which 
consists of Indexes of persons, places, and matters, was pub« 
lished in 1812. 

This Catalogue is a key to inexhaustible sources of in- 
formation on almost every subject ; but to those who are 
interested in historical^ antiquarian, or biographical litera* 
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tare, it is ifidispensable ; nnd, as ireS as the Cottonian aiid 
Lansdoime Catalogues^ will well repay an attentive perusal, 
for so infimte is the variety of the subjects which occur, that 
Ae general Indexes furnish but an imperfect idea of the 
contents of these matchless collections. 

The present price of the Harleian Catalogue is 3/. Ss. 
only, and the fourth volume may be purchased separately, 
price I89. : the original price was 81. 8^. 
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A CATALOGUE 
OF THE tANSDOWNE MANUSCRIPTS. 

B 

One Volume, Folio. 

The X4AN4D0WME Manuscripts^ vhic]^ consist of 1245 
Tolumes, were purchased by the Trustees of the British 
JMEus^uQ^ 10 18079 pursuant to a vote of PaxUament, fi*om 
the.rcprefentativ^s of William first Marquis of l*aii8dowBe^ 
fpr, the sipu of 4,925^ 

Th&iDost remarkable features of the Collection are-^ 

I. On^ hundred and twenty-one foUo volumes of State 
Papers, and tho miscellaneous correspondence of Lord Bur^ 
leigh. These doQum^nts fell into the hands of Sir Michael 
Hicks, hi9 lordship^s secretary: they were sold by his great 
grandsm about 16B2 to a stationer in London, of whom they 
were bought by Str]rpe, the author of the Annals of the 
Reformation, who made gnat use of them in his works. 

II. The correspondence and other papers of Sip: Julius 
CsBsar, Judge of the Admiralty in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and Chancellor of the Exchequer and Master of the 
Rolls in that of James the First and Charles the First, con- 
sisting of fifty vdumes. 

III. The Manuscripts of Dr. White Kennett, Bishop of 
Peterborough, in 107 volumes, chiefly relating to Ecdesiash 
lical history and bio^aphy of diurchmen. 

IV. Materials for English History, consisting of Letters 
and State Papers &om eminent personages between the reign 
of Henry the Sixth and that of George the Third.^ 

V. Petyt^s Parliamentary Collections ; a Treatise on the 
Star Chamber ; Selections &om the Patent Rolls, in fifteen 
volumes;^ Reports of Law Cases from the reign of Henry 

* A Collection of Royal Proclamations from 19 Hen. VII. to 17 Car. I. is 
deserving of particular notice. Lansd. MSS. 198. 
a Nob. 287—301. 
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the Eighth to that of Charles the Firsts in fifteen TolumeB ; 
and other manuBciipts of a Legal nature. 

VI. Collections for Topography and Heraldry, including 
Warburton^s Collecdons for Yoikshiie, HoUeg^ Collectiona 
for Lincolnshire, Registeirs and Chartularies, iand yarioua 
Heraldic MSS. by Segar, St. Greorge, Dugdale, Le Neve, 
and other Heralds. 

The Lansdowne Collection likewise contains a few yalu- 
tAAe Biblical and Clasrical M89., andmany others of a nis- 
cdlaneons deseription.' 

The Catalogue of the Latts^bwlie MSB. was ordered to 
be ^ reyified, eorreded, and pnnted^ on the 15th of June, 
1810s and was published in 1819. It is sidd in die Prefab, 
which was written by HenryEllis, Esq., the present Principal 
Librarian, that ^ a Tery Ittrge portion of the numbers in the 
<* second part of the volume were calMhigiied' by FMicis 
** Douce, Esq., the late Keeper cf the Manuscripts in ifae 
'< British Museum. The remamder, including tiie CMair 
<< and Kennett Papers, with about two hundred other vo^ 

lumes, together widi th^ rerision of the whole of the second 

part, was mltd^ by the present Keeper of the Manuscripts.'^ 
It must be particularly remembered, when consulting the 
Lansdowne Catalogue, that there are two Indexes : the first 
of which refers only to the Burghley Papers, that iSi to 
No. 1S2. 

On concluding these notices of die Catalogues to the 
Cottonian, Harleian, and Lansdowne Manuscripts, a few 
remarks will be made, with the hope of rendering the public 
better acquainted widi the estabHshment in which these, with 
numerous other literary treasures, ave preserved. 

No incKvidual ean possibly consider his information, on 
any point of history, antiquities, biography, or bibliography,, 
complete, until he has ascertained what exists in the Library 
of the British Museum. This observation applies, a fortiori^ 
to persons about to publish on either of those subjects ; and 
it is not too much to say, that a laborious study of all the. 

^ P^face to the CaUdogue. 
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Catiliigiies is indiipeiiadble. To do this nith adyfitdstge^ 
esoeptii^ in a priTate aputmeiit^ is impossible; hence tiie 
xeoent vedoction of the price of the Catalogues of the most 
eaEtensive and important MSS. in the Musenm is likely to 
confer gieat benefit i;^n litexatore, becanse Ihose Catrii^nes^ 
aie now placed ivitfain the leadi of individuals whose peco- 
niaiy resourees axe limited;*^- the six folio Tolvmes betng^ 
only 41. 13a. 

It is, however, not oidy by enablii^ students to ascertain 
the existence of particular documents or other materiak, that 
histotiosi literature is benefitted, but by roidering it probable 
that aecurate refeioenoes will be given to authorities. Every 
WTdterweU knows how much more likely he is to verify his 
Mfermces if be can do so in his own librsry, than if he must 
gO'poiposely to a public institution ; and, in mai^ cases, he 
wSl'be^bl^ to aseerUdn how far his notes may be depended 
uponin dates imd names,*-^points upon which errors of a- 
fiMUil^ imd sometimes of an absurd, nature are committed. 

The value of the Library of the British Museum having 
berat so strongly duded to^ it mdf be usdTul to state, briefly, 
how access to it is to be obtained, and the rules by which it* 
is governed. 

' Admission is gMued by an application in writing to the 
Principal, or senior Uncter Librarian, dtatii^ the name, rank 
in hfe, and reridence, of the applicant : and if he be a 
stranger to the librarians . or to the other ofioers of the 
Museum, his request must be accompanied by a recommend- 
aticm from a gentleman in the metropolis, whose public ap* 
poSntments, or situation as a rei^ent householder, r^ntation, 
or any other circumstance, may guarantee the respectability 
of the person applying. It may be safely said, that difficul- 
ties are never unnecessarily or improperly made in granting 
admission; but should an individual suppose that obstacles 
are wilfully thrown in his way, an application to the Arch* 
bishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, or any other of the a/Jicial Trustees, 
will at once obtain redress. Upon a person^s receiving a 
ticket of admission, which endures for six months, and is 
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reaewiMe at the eaqpiistioa oftfaat texmj iie bas only to 
pr^ent liimself in the^adiBg^iocwa, and to write, upon pieces 
q£ paper Itept fyc tke ^^uspese^ tibe title of the prkited book 
<n^ the, nuilib^r of tbe MS^ wfaioh be re^pures, agmng die 
^q^et with hii n^me, and affixiog the da^ Within a reaAcm- 
aUe time the voluine is brought to himy and he is permitted 
to make any extracts he pleases. He may obtain two or 
more books together, and change them as often as he thinks 
prt^^> writing for eadh in the w^vmx just pointed out, the 
attendants taking them and biangiiig him others. At the 
entrance of the readii«-room is placed a stand containing 
the yarious catalogues; and^ in case ofdiffieultyv it is only, 
requisite to state what is desired to the librarian in wailing^ 
to ensure prompt and oblong attention. The Library iS' 
open from ten until four every day, excepting; on Supdaf^s^ 
and for one week at Christmas, Easter, and Whltsmitide ;f 
excepting, also, &a the 30th of Januasy, Asb^-Wedn^sdayi. 
Good Friday, the Sth of November, and any Fast or Thanks 
giving^lay. 

The following rules are the only ones whidi are m^f^sfi^tay: 
to be remembered : 

^' Readers are allowed to take one or more extrapts from 
<< any printed book or manuscript ; but no whole or greater 
*^ part of a manuscript is to be transcribed, without a par*. 
'< ticular leave from the Trustees. The transcribers are not 
^^ to lay the paper on which they write on any part of the 
book or manuscript they are using ; nor are any tracing9 
allowed without particular permission of the Trustees 
No j^rson is, on any pretence whatever, to write on any 
part of a printed book or manuscript ; but if any one 
<< should observe a defect therein, he is requested to signify 
^< the same to the officer in waiting.^ 

Upon the r^plation that no entire manuscript^ or the 
greater part of one, is to be transcribed without leave of the 
Trustees, it is right to observe that this rule is no impedi-* 
ment whatever to a student. The Trustees, with the most 
praiseworthy liberality, encourage the publication of manu- 
scripts, so that permission is rarely, if ever, denied; and it 
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THE ACTS 

OP THE PARLIAMENTS OF SCOTLAND. 
Vol II. to Vol. XL 

^The great importance of an authorized and authentic edition 
of the Acts of Parliament of Scotland is sufficiently manifest ; 
and, from the cate and ability with which this edition has 
been prepared by Thomas Thdmson, Esq., the Deputy Clerk 
Register, it possesses the strongest claims to the attention of 
those who are interested in the History and Antiquities ef 
Scotland. The second volume commences with the Acts of 
the Parliaments of Scotland in the reign of King James the 
First, anno 1424« The eleventh and last volume terminates 
with the Session of 17^> immediately preceding the Union 
of the two Kingdoms, and in the Appendix to that Volume 
the proceedings of the Commissioners relative to that event, 
printed from authenticated copies preserved in the General 
Register House, are given. To the Acts of the Parliaments 
of each teign an Appendijc has been annexed of certain Acts 
and instruments which could not with propriety be blended 
in the preceding series \ but, in the chronological table of 
the contents of the volume, these articles are set down in the 
order of time, and the particular sources from which they 
have been derived are there specified. 

A chronological table of the contents, together with com* 
parative tables showing the Statutes contained in former 
editions, and included in the respective volumes of this 
edition, as well as Indices Nominum et Locorum, occur in 
each volume. 

The first volume, which is nearly ready for publication, 
will, it is believed, contain observations on the Parliamentary 
History of Scotiand, with many illustrative Historical 
documents, and an account of the age, authority, and 
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contents of the serenil Manuscripts which hare been used 
for collations, of which MSS. fire plates, with fac-similes of 
the hand-writing, will be found in the second rolume. 

The Acts of the Parliaments of Scotland were ordered to 
be published in December, I8O7, under the foHowing order 
of the Record Commiyion :^^^* Resolved, that, in pursuance 
*^ of a plan proposed by Thomas Thomson, Esq., Deputy 
<< Clerk Register, ihe publication of the Parliamentary 
^^ Records of Scotland shall commence with the reign of 
<* King James I., and be carried on progressively ; and that 
^* it shaQ be divided into two separate series, — the Statutes 
<< and all other Proceedings held in full Parliament to form 
^ one of thesB; and the Judicial Proceedings is Civil 
*^«nseB, hM befcn Cammitteea of diftvent kinds, to form 
^ a lepaBate. series: the first of these to be printed as a 
<^ Mcond volume, in order to leave room in the series of 
^^ividumes &r tlie movs aftciait Pariiamentary Proceedings 
^^.'priorto the reign of Kng James the Fiist*^ 

The original price ^ the ten volumes already pubUsbed 
was 152. ISi.y wlncfa is now reduced to 
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' ttSGOX MdTdBOIf) nt AKCHtVis E0BITCIS ASSXRVATDH 

A. D. 1306—1424. 

■i f *• « ■. ' 

One Vol. Folio, 181^ 

The Rioter of the Great Seal of the lyings of Scotland^ 
preserved amongst the Puhlic Archives, a; d. 1306 t<f 
1424. 

Tms v^mae contami cofnes of Vaiiotit CliarteEs granted b;^ 
the Kttgs of Scotland fftom Ae aooession of Rebevt Bitic^ 
m 1306^ to the retani of ieasim the Fhrst in 1494ie^ oonmting 
of ^nts of Digtiiideay Officlssy Landsi Ohrbfohoi^^ 'RogrikwET) 
Fisberies^ Liberties^ Prmfeges^ Bente^ Aiomities, kotj and 
ii'as edited by Thomas Thomdon^ Esq.» tibe Deputy Glerk 
Bolster of ScoCkmd in 1814^ puvsuaHt to the reoonisenda- 
tion of the Deputy Keeper of the Becoirdfi in the GteatiA 
Register House in Edinburgh, << that it would be highly 
*^ proper to print the twelve existing Rolls and the first 
^' Book of Royal Charters, because the writing of those 
^< Bolls and of that Book is much decayed T^ and in conse- 
quence of the recommendation of the Select Committee of 
the House of Commons, <* lliat it might be expedient to 
<* print the earliest of the Boyal Charters of Scotland.^ 

'^ In the progress of this work,^ it is said in the preface, 
^' it has appeared to be e^cpedient and proper to extend the 
^< measure beyond the limits originally prescribed, and to 
<< give to the public a collection of select Royal Charters, 
'< from the earliest period of authentic record to the Union 
'* of the Kingdoms of Scotland and England in the year 
« 1707.^ 

<^ The nature and objects of this more enlarged collection 
<< of Charters, and the relation of the present volume to the 
'^ general design, may be suiSciently understood from the 
'^ statement in the fourth Annual Report of the Deputy 

i2 
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^ Cleric Register <^ Scotbmd for {he y6at 1810.'' That 
statement is remarkable for showing the kmenCable detas- 
tatioii which has occurred in the Boyal Charters of Scot- 
land. 

It appears that the Registers of the Great Seal of Scot- 
land were originaOy of great extent and importance, com- 
pidieiiding, probably, a record of Grants from the time of 
Alexander the First, or David the First, to the death of 
Alexonda- Ae Thirds i. e. from a. n. 1106, or 1129, to 128£f. 
tn the subsequent period, from *^ the accession of R<^rt 
^ Bruce, in 1906, to the return of James I., in 1424, a part 
^^ ^ ilkt record of Royal Charters, or, as it is technically 
^'Called^ the Register of the Great Seal, has been pre- 
^ servtd ; belt diat part plainly bears a small proportion to 
^* what has been lost or destroyed within tlie last twor hundred 
f^yean. Of about fifteen rolls, containing nearly seven 
^^ hundred Charters of Robert I., which were extant at the 
^^ beginning of the seventeenth century, and of which official 
^Calendars are preserred, there is now only one Roll to be 
'^ found, containing ninety-four Charters, or somewjuit less 
<^ than One-seventh part of what were probably lost in Ijie 
" removal of the Public Records to England in ISM. ^ Even 
^* those fifteen RoHs can be considered as but the remains 
*^ of a more extensive series of records ; for the great num- 
" ber of authentic Charters of Robert I* still preserved, of 
<^ which no entry is to be found in the official Catendars 
<< above alluded to, leaves little rootai for doubt that mimy 
«* other rolls of the Charters of that Sovereign had been 
*^ lost at a still earlier period. In the subsequent reign* of 
<' David II., the loss is little less considerable. Of about 
^^ twenty-eight rolls of various magnitude, containing nearly 
^' six hundred Charters of that King, of which official' 
^< Calendars are extant, not one has been saved ; but in a 
<' Book, now called the First Book of the Great Seal, nearly 
*^ three hundred Charters of David II. are recorded. In 
'< the two succeeding reigns of Robert II. and Robert ITT., 
*^ and in the regency of the Dukes of Albany, the injuiies 
^^ which this record has suffered are comparatively smaller; 
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*^ 'mih$it j»fiotidi is ^siic^ as to indieitte its very imperfect 
'^ state,. The same is equally true of .the reigns of James I. 
^* and James II., and even in that of James III. the 
^^ appai^nt. defects are very considerable ; nor is it tiUabout 
*^ the commencement of the sixteenth c^xtuiy that the smes 
^^of Regi^rs of the Great Seal beginto be tolerably com-f 
^plete,'' 

^' If the design of collecting and pidntifig Buch Boyal 
^ Charters of the Scottish Monarclis as can be reoorered 
<^ firom the archives of public b^es or piAvAte individtlalsf 
^^ should e^er be carried into execution, this voluifte m\t 
^ form the first pavt €£ the second volumQ of tha Sdect 
^^ Boyal Charters of Scotland ; but in itself it is alsd>a qw^^ 
plete work, and as 8uch> there have beeu hece added iOf it 
very copious Indexes of the jiames of peifsdns and/of 

places.^ . : •, ^ . ; ! 

It is material, in reference to the Royal Chaart0rs of 
Scotland, to. allude to a quarto volume by William Robert^ 
son, Esq., entitled, ^< An Index of many Records of Charters 
^^ granted by the different Sovereigns of Scotland between 
<<^ the Years 1309 and 1413, most of which Records have 
^ been long missing,^^ and published in .1793, because it 
notices 4nany of the- Charters granted within the period em* 
braced by the ^VRegpistrum Magni SigiUi,^^but which are no 
longer extant. That ** Index'^ contains a copy of an Inven- 
tory .which was compled about the year 1629 of Charters 
gpaqiied by Robert L, David I., Robert II., Robert III., 
and^ Robert Duke of Albany, as Regent of Scotland, between 
1309 and 1413. An Index Nominum is given for each reign, 
instead of one general Index of Names; but the Index 
Locorum is a general Index of all the places mentioned 
throughout the volume. 

Of this Catalogue it is observed in the prefisu^e^ *' On an 
'^iittentive examination, this Index was^^und to comprehend 
*' twelve Rolls and one Book of Charters, which now exists 
<^and have always been kept wfth the other. Public Records 
^ of: Scotland* But beside t)i^9 >i^ comprehends and 



lOS BSmSH MUSEUM. 

Catalggiieg ia iiidnpeii»Ue. To do this irhh advantage^ 
exoeptk^ in a priTate apartment^ is imposnble; hence tiie 
recent redaction of the price of the Catalogueg of the moBt 
eadensrre and important MSS. in the Mttseum is likely to 
confer great benefit upon literature, because those Catdogues^ 
are now placed within the reach of individuals whose pecu- 
niary resources are limited;— the six folio yolvmeB being^ 
0Dly4/. 13a« 

It is, however, not ontjr by enabling students to ascertain 
the existence of particular documents or other materials, that 
hUtoriOil literature is benefitted, but by rendering it probable 
iJMtt aecuiatf^ refeis^oes will be giyen to audiorities. Eyery 
w^dt^w^ett knows how much more likely he is to verify his 
]«f69»nci68 if be can dp so in his own library, than if he must 
go {fOTfO^ly to a public institution ; and, in many cases, he 
wSl'be^ble to lisoertaon how far his notes may be depended 
upon in dates and naues,»-*points upon which errors of a 
firtal^and s6medmes of an absurd, nature are committed. 

The value of the Library of the British Museum having 
been 80 strongly aUucfed to^ it mtif be useful to state, briefly, 
how access to it is to be obtained, and the rules by which it 
is governed. 

' Admission is gained by an application in writing to tiie 
Principali or senior Under Librarian, stating the name, rank 
in Hfe, and resMence, of the applicant: and if he be a 
stranger to the librarians . or to the other officers of the 
Museum, his request must be accompanied by a recommend- 
ation from a gentieman in the metropolis, whose public ap* 
pointments, or situation as a reradent householder,' reputation, 
or any other circumstance, may guarantee the respectability 
of the person applying. It may be safely said, that difficul- 
ties are never unnecessarily or improperly made in granting 
admission ; but should an individual suppose that obstacles 
are wilfully thrown in his way, an application to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, th^ Lord Chancellor, the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, or any other of the official Trustees, 
will at once obtain redress. Upon a person^s receiving a 
ticket of admission, which endures for six months, and is 
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renewdble at tlie z^xpkfttioit' of that tetm, he has mly to 
present hitxiself in the xeaduig-ioraEi, and U> write^ upon pieces 
q£ paper l^t Ibr the inifpese, die title of the pia^itod book 
<^ the. number of the MS^ which he reqimesy eigmng the 
ticketwith,hi»iiftnie9asidafBxkig the date. Within a reasoD* 
aUe time the volume i» brought to him^ and he ia permitted 
to make any. extracts he pleases* . He may obtain two or 
more books together, and change them as often as he thinks 
IHtip«r> writwg for each in the mannn just pomted out^. tiie 
attendants taking them and bringiiig him others* At th^ 
entrance of the reading-room is placed astand ooiit»mmg( 
the yarioii^ catalogues; and» in case of diffieult^r^ it- is cmly. 
requisite to state what is desired to the librarian in waitings 
to ensure prompt and obliging attention. The Xdbrary is* 
open from ten until four every day, excepting on Supdsf^s^ 
and for one week at Christmas, Easter^ and Whitsuntide $ 
excepting, also, ^i the 30th of Jannacy, Asb^Wedn^sday^ 
Good Friday^ the 5th of Nov^nbtt, and any Fast fx Tbanka* 
giving-day. 

The following rules are the only ones which are Beoepvwy. 
to be remembered : 

*^ Readers are allowed to take one or more extracts from. 
<^ any piinted book or manuficiipt ; but no whole or greater 
*^ part of a manuscript is to be transcribed, without a par-. 
'^ ticular leave from the Trustees. The transcribers are not 
*^ to lay the paper on which they write on any part of the 
*^ book or manuscript they are using ; nor are any tracing9 
** allowed without particular permission of the Trustees* 
^VNo person is, on any pretence whatever, to write on any 
** part of a printed book or manuscript ; but if any one 
<< should observe a defect therein, he is requested to signify 
<^ the same to the officer in waiting.^ 

Upon the regulation that no entire manuscript^ or the 
greater part of one, is to be transoribed without leave of the 
Trustees, it is right to observe that this rule is no impedi- 
ment whatever to a student. The Trustees, with the most 
praiseworthy liberality, encoui^ge the publication of manu- 
scripts, so ih&t permission i^ rarely, if ever, denied ; a^d it 



the S\in^^,Ao m}t,M]fBe9X:1b(>>l^ 
^^ tnupi,]!) and are picsmned t^ be lost* £a0B ISO^ta. pw^^ ISd 
of the. <^ ladex^ correspond wHh. the pi^s from p. 19^ t^ 
p. 214 of the ^^ Registrmn.^ The fourteen Charters n^i^t4. 
from page 159 to page 160 of the ^^ Indiex^'' are not in th^. 
" Regiatrum*"^ Page 161 to. t^ic^ epd of the ^* Ijadex^' cojf-/ 
respond with page 217 ^ ^^^ ^^ of the ^^ Registr^m*'" ' 

It niust be evident, firom the preceding statement, that thor 
utility of Bobertson'^s ^^ Indej^,'*'' ii^ refei^Ace to the Royals 
Charters of Scotland between 1306 and 1424 is very great; 
but it has also other claifn^ jtQ atte|^ti9xu The Introduction 
tf> jtbe yplupue ^pr^sc^M m^ph infommtion oa the . jroix^ds iof 
that Kin^dqm,^ and contains?— , 

J. ^ copy of the Cati^logue of the Mwmnmwfei removed: 
f^^. J^dkhiirgh by. King Udward th^ ^Kirst,, in 1202,, when; 
h^ i;p^€t^r1f>Qlc .t^ decide upm the iol^yuns jof itha CompetitQ^iSt. 
for tike Scottish Crown.^ 

Jit A. Ci^talogue of the Records which were delivered by 
]^ing Edward to Alexander Sa1v>1, the Chamberlain of Soolr' 
Iflin^, aO^er he h^d pronounced his deciaion in favoi^ of 
Edward Baliol.^ ., , .t, 

III. Copies^ of Schedules of Bulls, Charters, and other 
Sfuniments found in the Treasury of the Sing. of Scots» at 
£l(}i^b^rgh, 20 Edw. I«, of which reccMrds -Edward the Firsts 
obtained possession in- September, 1396. Upon <th6sie docu- 
ments many valuable remarks occur, which are inserted as 
^^No.tes,*"^ together with some " Observiations on the Act of. 
^^ Settlement of the Crown of Scotland in Uie first Year^of '^ 
" the Reign of Robert the Second, 1371 * 

In a notice of works relative to the Royal Charters of ^ 
Scotland, it is impossible to. omit the <^ Diplomata Scotiss,^^. 

* See particularly the piostscript to p. zlvi. and p. liiu 

' IntroductioD, p. z. to p. ziii. * Ibid. p. xiv. to p. xvii. 

* Ibid. p. xviii. to p. xxv. ' Ibid. p. xxTiii. to p. xli* 

^ Selectiu Diplomatum et Numismatum Scotis TbesauruB, in duaa partes 
distributus; prior Syllogen complectitur yeterum Diplomatum sive Cbartarum 
Regum et Procerum Scotite, una cam eorum SigiUia, a Duneano II. ad 
Jficobum I. id eat ab anno 1094 ad 1412. Adjuncta aunt xeliquoruin Sootiv 
et Magnas Britannis R^gum Sigilla, a praklicto Jaoobo L ad mfetm dnonun 



i4iii5lii8 ailtidi^ to'iti Ihe p^aee tb^ *^Regi8trum Magoi 
^*^ Sigffli B^egcnri SJcbtbruin.'* This 'splendid voliiine was pre- 
pared; at the eitpeiise of the Fatliament of Scotland^ by 
Jai«te8 Atiderson; a writieir iothe Signet, of whose learning 
and inde&tigable Tndustry several imperishable inonuments 
remain.® As Anderson did not live to Witness the publication 
of the ^ Di^Iomata Scofia^,'* which appeared in 1789, fte 
preface 'to it was written in Xatin by Thomas Ruddiman, 
of which a translation, with notes, was printed in 12mo. ia. 
1783/ .*'>••.■ ■ '. ! 

The *«Diplomata Scotiae* contain-^ 

I. Facsimile i^ngravitigs of nttmcaroals Charters grantediby ^ 
tlie Kings, or other illustrious persons in Scotland, ttoti the 
reign of Duncan the Second, in 1094, to l4l2,' wifli'beiAi- 
ttfut engravings of the seals attached thereto ; together 'vrith ] 
oae Charter of Mary Queen at Scots, and of her husband,* ' 
Francis the First. ' . : - . . v^l 

IL Engravings of the Great Sealis of the Scottish 
Monarchs, from James I. to Queen Anne. 

III. Plates eicplanatory of the hand-writing of^ and! 
abbreviations which occur in, early records. 

B«gii«Miiii fii lAiuai) toAo I707> eoaEtsDnem ; Item Characteres et AbbreriatanB 
ixt. mti4uis gn H a i ha* MS8< intlnimaitte^ae untBtn* RMierior contbet Numb* 
mata tm 9^v^ qiHUO Mgente* gingulfueiim Swdm Rcgtim, ab Aleiandro I. ad . 
lupra dictam rc^orum coalitionem perpetua aerie deducta ; aubnexis qus reperiri 
poteraDt eorundem Regum Sjrmbolia Heioicis. Omoia tummo artifido ad Pro* 
totjrpohiliii rimilitttdiaetn tabulb eneis expressa; adjecds singuloram Diplo- 
mitniUft joceotwie scriptunB fbima, ten Itideni indiiB oKemplia. Ex maodato 
Parliamenti Soodci oollegit, digeisit, ei taatnm aon povfeicnda curavit cgraglas 
ac patriarum antiquitatum calentiasimus vir Jacobus Andenonus 8criba Regius. 
Qfiffi open oonsummando deerant sapplevit, et prsfatione tabularam explica- 
tione^ ail^ae appen^cibus, rem 6ooti« diplomaticam, nnmmariam et genealo- 
gicam baud parum illustrantibus auzit et locupletayit Thomas Ruddimannus, 
A. x. Suppedidante sumptus clarissimo viro Thoma Patersono Armigero. 
Edinburgh, 1739. 

' Anderson, besides taiious other works, compiled that most laborious and 
useftil Tdhxtne entitled *^ Royal GFenealogies, or the Genealogical Tables of 
^ Emperors, Kmgs, Princes, from Adam to these Times/' folio, 1732. For his 
*^ Bssaf showing that the Grown and Kingdom of Scotland is imperial and in- 
<' dependent,** he received the thanks of the Parliament of Scotland^ and was 
voted 8 pecuniaiy reward. 
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IV. Plates of the Coins of the Kmgs of Scotland, from 
Robert the Third to Queen Anne. 

V. PUtes of the <^ Symbola Heroica Regum Scotiae/^ or 
Medals of the Sovereigns of Scotland. 

The prefhoe^ whieh cansists of 1S6 fiifio ptgei^ oontaina 
much infonnatiDii on the Becotds and Histery of Scotland, 
the nature of Charters, and on the usage of Seals. The 
dissertation on the coins of that country is likewise very 
Taluabk.^ 

The ^^ Rsgistrum lldi^gni SigjUi^ was published at 2/., but 
the price is now reduced to IBs. 
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ROTULI SCOTIJE, 

XJ9 TUI^EX LOVDIKB^^SI, ST IK DOMO CAFItULABl 
WBaOCMONASTSmiXVII AiSEKVATI. 

Two Tofc. Foiio. 

7%6 Scotch Rollsj preserved in the Tower of London^ and 
in the Chapter H&uae^ Westmlneter. 

The Scotch Rolls oonflut of documentfl which arose from 
the public affiurs between thia country and Scotland for 
Qearly three centuries, namely, from June, 19 Edward I., 
1291, to May, 8 Henry VIII., 1566, and afford important 
bistorioal, biographical, and antiquarian information. 

These Records have been thus classed in the Introduction 
to the second volume. 

I. FOLITICiLL TRANSACTIONS OF THS BEION OF EdwABD 

THE First. — This class of documents relates to the disputed 
succession to the Crown of Scotland, on the death of Mar- 
garet of Norway ; to the claims of King Edward as superior 
liOrd of Scotland ; and to the contest between Baliol, Bruce, 
and other competitors for the Scottish throne ; the attempts 
of the King, and many of his successors, to conquer Scot- 
land; safe Conducts to Ambassadors; Negotiations and 
Treaties of Peace ; Truces ; Precepts to the Lords Marchers 
respecting the keeping of the Marches ; and orders to other 
persons for the same purpose. 

II. Navai« and MxLiTABY TRANSA€XioNS.-«-The rceords 
in this department comprise. Preparations for War with 
Scotland; Precepts to the Lords Marchers, and to the 
Sheriffs of Counties, for levying Men ; Orders concerning 
their Pay and Provision ; Instructions to Officers ; Orders 
for garrisoning, fortifying, and victualling Castles; Ex- 
emptions in fkvour of particular persws 6om serving in the 
Wars, or in Ganisona ; Impressment of Ships and Seamen 
for various Expeditions, together with notices <^ the par^ 



tif^^ dbst^: of soldkis eo^lojred) m^ '^x tlp^if §r|fi|s 1^# 
othtr.equipineats* 

III. The pioce«4ii]g8 xelativ^ to FfiiaoKEiLS of* Waa kb- 
dude Negociatioas for ransomipg tbem ; Liceiices nod Sufe- 
Conducts to the famUies and agents of Prisoners of W^r^ 
to pass and repass ; Especial Negociations for the ransom of 
David Bcufe, King of Scatlandi fmd Acquittancies for the 
same. 

IV. RswAups TO PABXJSANs*«-^This .chKs of iwtruipe^ts 
comprehends Grants of Estates^, Sec*, generally ta. personys in 
Scotlai^d, who had rend^^ essen^ aid to the Kings of 
England in their daims to the Crown of Scotkind. 

' Y, Attaivobes of persons f^ having acted against Ed* 
w^gor^ :the Eju»t or his successors* and grants of Pardon to 

tljlGIQV ... 

yX^ K9y]S^.U£,**-XJQder this head are contained Orders 
for,, liaising Money by v^^rious means; particidarly by Cus* 
toixos to bej^vied on merchandise? especially at Berwick, the 
gf^^VjUi and orders conceorning which are exceedingly nu-, 
m^rous. 

yiL Trade. — ^In this class are comprised Licences ^to^. 
Scottish merchants to trade in certain English port?, -And to 
English and Scottish merchants to trade wit]i Eoreigii 
ports. 

VIII. Ecclesiastical Documents. — These indude: 
Grants of Benefices; Licences and Safe Conducts. to per-* 
sons going on pilgrimages to reputed Holy places ia Palestine 
and elsewhere. 

IX. The Miscellaneous Papebs which cannot, with: 
propriety, be referred to any of the preceding classes, c<msJN»t 
of materials for forming lists of State Officers ; Licences to 
particular persons to-fight Duels in Scotland ; Licences to 
Students in Scotland to prosecute their studies in . England, . 
particularly at Oxford and Cambridge ; Grants of Wardships, 

&c* &c. 

^< These important national documents may,^ it was justly . 
added, ^^ iaiable future historians to correct errors, and supply 
<^ defects, and to clear up mavy obscurities in the Histories 
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^ of SligllUid and ^Sbbdsiid ; tlie otden fot levying fbxteisr/ 
and also those for collecting provisions for victtnlling for-' 
tresses, nay faraisfa groands whereon to estimate the 
^'eompatative population and fertility of the respective 
'< Ei^Iish counties in early times ; and these records will, 
^* in various respects, furnish much other curious infdhnatibti 
relative to the state of EngLind, itff manners and usages, 
during the period they embrace."" 
For early biography, also, these records present higMy 
valuable materials. In the middle ages almost every persoh 
of the rank of a gentleman Sisfted iii the field; afid it is 
from documents connected with poMcaland militiiry affl^,^ 
that the lives of eminent individuals must be mainly com- 
posed. Of many dT At most distinguished characters of ^he^ 
fourteenth century not a word is said by any contemporary ^ 
Instorian ; and the fitde which can hi cotlected' ire^pemAg 
them must be wholly gleaned from tecordi. The pbet * 
Chaucer is a memorable example of this remark;' fbff'^ 
scarcely a drcumstance is known of his life, excepting What ' 
is derived from the Patent or Clause Rolls. Between Scot- ^ 
land and this country there was always a constant connexion, 
either of a warHke or pacific nature ; and it must l>e at once ; 
obvious, that the Scotch Rolls are of the utmost utility to " 
persons who are interested in the history of either kingdom. ' 
These records are preserved in the Tower, with the exception 
of those of the 13th and 34th of Edward III., which are m 
the Chapter House, at Westminster. They were ordered to 
be printed on the 16th of December, ISO?) under the editor- 
ship of Mr. Macpherson, who compiled the first, and the 
greater part of the second, volume ; but, on his death, the 
task devolved on Mr. Caley and Mr. Illingworth. The 
Jndexes were compiled by the Rev. T. H. Home, who also 
furnished the Introduction. A (Chronological Table of the 
various documents, with a fac-simile of the records, are pre- 
fixed to each volume ; and, at the end, are Indices Nominum 
et Locorum. 

The present price of the Scotch Rolls is 2L 28. ; the 
original price having been St. 10^. 



INQtllSlTlONUM 

AS> CAMLLAM IMMfrNFI BEaiS ft£TtaNATAE0li WM IK rtJB«< 
llCia ABCaiVIt 8C0TLB ASHUti »BBYAHTlfirB AlBttBTLATIO. 

Three Volumesy Folio, 

An JbbreviiUion of the InquiaUions returned into the 
Kin^s Chapel, which are preserved in the PtAlic Ar- 
chives of Scotland. 

Tufi Recofd, of which an aMdgment is here given*, com- 
prehends aH those proceedings bjr ^ Inqnest,** or the verdict 
of au ^'AsdaOy^ which originate in certain writs issuing 
from Chancery^ and which are ultknatety transmitted or 
<' retoured ^ to that office. 

Of these Proceedings the most consideraMe in number 
and importance- originate in a Writ issuing from Cbancerf 
in the King*s name, sometimee called the *< Btietie of 
Mortancestry,^ but, more properfy, the ** Brieve of Siic- 
cession;^ the pufport of which id, to establish a claim by 
inheritance, or to be ^ served nearest lawful beir ^ t» those 
lands of a feudal nature, in which the alleged ancestor of 
the claimant was vested at the time of his death. 

According to the taw of Scotland, the complete and eflbetive: 
right to such property does not pass immediately and sponu 
taneously firom the ancestor to the heir, but is said to nsttunn 
^ in hereditate jacente ^ of the deceased owner, until the 
claim of the heir has been formally recognised and estabfidfied 
by the procedure under a Writ Hf Succession. 

By that writ, the Judge to whom it is acMressed is author 
rised and required to ascertain, by the verdict of a jury, 
1. In what lands and annual rents, within the limits of 
his jurisdiction, the alleged ancestor of the claimant died 
vested and seised as of fee, at the faith and peace of the 
King. 2. If the claipmnt be the nearest lawflii heir of 
deceased in these lands. 3. If he be then of lawful 
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age. 4. What is the annual value of the lands, accordmg 
to certain valuations, usually called the Old and the New 
Extent. 5. Of whon, as lieiidal svrperior, the lands are 
held. & By what feudal service or species of tenure. 
7- In whdse possession Ae lands now ase^ and on what 
accoimt, and how long they have been sO' possessed. The 
Judge is dbected to transmit the result of these inquiries, 
duly authenticated, to Chancery, together with the original 
Bneve« 

The Fioceedixigsy which are held in purstnance of a 
<< Brieve of Succession,^ are usually denominated a ^^ Ser- 
*^ vice.'^ Those which have relation to a particular estate 
of inheritaaoe aie denominated the " S^^vice of an Ueit hi 
^* Special,^ oe a ^^ Speeial Service,'" in oontradistinoUoa! ^ 
those other Proeeedings, which are denonnnated the ^' Set^, 
** viee of an Heir in Oeneralf"" or a •* Generol Service.^ 
These Proceedings sometimes invdvo much of judieiid dis* 
cnaston ; but whoth^ in a specid or a general service, ie is 
oidy Irhe ultimate verdict of the juvy^ framed kat a certain 
'* tedmieal form, that is tsanemitAed to* Chancery. It is 
<^ there entered en veeord hy the Diiectov of Chancery, or 
^^ his deputies : an? extract of that reeord is given to the 
^^datmant; and, in. this covipleted stat^ it.|s eonuttonly 
<< termed the ^ Retour of the Service; '' 

It is jffesutOiML that it was the imsient pcaetice of Chan- 
cery td preseme somo teeord or memorandum of die Inqui- 
sition ^' retoured,"^ and to^ deliver the original, instead of an 
QXtoMMit, to the private party. 

^ Of the original Inquisitions reteuredi to Chancery, the 
^ pfeesont seriee begins in (fee year 1547 i ^d no original 
^^ retours of prior date have been fouas^ but such as have 
^* been preserved in the custody of individuals, and after- 
^^ wards deposited and recorded in the Office. The imper* 
'* Ibctions in the series subsequently, even to the period 
^ above mentioned, are v^ great/^ 

^ Of the present series ef Inquisitions retoured to Chan<- 
^' eery, commencii^ in the minority of Queen Mary, no 
^' rooord appears to haf^ been made until about die year 
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*^ 1690, when diey were v^oorded in a series of books; and, 
<< from that period, the pimctice of xeeording Inquisitions 
'^ has been r^ularly continued. The whole of the series, 
<< ending in March, 1811, consists of one hundred and two 
^^ volumes in folio. The fifth volume, rdating to the years 
'^ 1611 — ^1614, is lost, and many original Betours have been 
^< discovered, which are not ccmtained in any of the existing 
** volumes of the record."" 

The importance of the record of Retours, independently 
of its primary purposes, is too well known to require illus- 
** tration. With certain limitations, it may be considered 
** as exhibiting an authentic history of the transmission, by 
^< inheritance, of the far greater part of the landed property 
** in Scodand, as well as that of the descent of the greater 
^^ number of its considerable fkmilies during 'the course of 
** the last two centuries^ That part of the record which 
'^precedes the date of the Scottish statute of 1681, ' con« 
^^ ceming the Election of Commissioners for Shires,^ derives 
^^ a peculiar importance from its affording the appropriate 
'^ evidence of a certain class of freehold qualifications. But^ 
in all these respects, the usefulness of this record has been 
hitherto greatly diminished by the difficulties of research ; 
and a methodized abridgment of its contents must there- 
'^ fore be considered as an important public work, by which 
the value of the original record will be greatly enhanced.'" 
In the Abridgment of the Retours of Special Services, 
a local arrangement has been adopted, according to the 
'^ several counties in which the lands are situated ; sub- 
" dividing the complex Retours, and arranging their dif- 
** fisrent portions under the counties to which the lands 
respectively belong. In arranging the Retours of each 
county, the order of time has been exactly observed ; and, 
in framing the abridgment ojT each retour, whether simple 
or complex, there is given the date of the service ; the 
*' names of the heir and the ancestor; their natural relation 
'^ to each other ; the specific description of heirs to which 
''the former belongs; an exact enumeration of the lands 
' and annual rents to which the clidmant has been ' served 



it 
it 
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^^'iieir r mA IraMeniiiii of flie-iotiiifilioii eC Ibe wbole^ or 
<^ <)f 'its -diflbreal; perAtms, aecordiog to ttie old and new 
*^ Extent. Thece ur subjoined a refinenee to the volume and 
<< ftKo of tiie lecerd; and, wiwaretlie Retour is of a eomplex 
<^ kind, tbere is added a vefecenee to the other counties, under 
^* which, in their chronological place, the other portions of 
^< the Retour are to be found* In c<»ne]don with this part • 
^^ of the work there are given alphabetioal Indexes, both of 
^* persons and of places ; and, for ihe sake of easy reference 
*^ to these Indexes, the mccessive ardcles of the abridg* 
^* ment under each county. are regularly numbered* 

^ In the arrangement of the Retours of General Services 
^ the order of time has been obeerved; and, inftaming the 
^^ abfidgment of each, notluo^ moire has been necessary than* 
'* to specify the names of the hek and the ancestor ; their 
*' natural relation to each other ; and the partioiilar descap* 
'^ tiott of heirs to which the fooner belcmgs* < In like mann^ 
'^ as in the Abridgment of the Special Retours, there is sub- 
^^ joined a reference to the original record ; and, in connexion 
'^ with this part of the work, there is given an alphabetical 
*^ Index of Persona, in which the references are likewise 
<< made to the numbers of the successive articles of the 
" Abridgment.^^ 

<< The other dasses of Inqpiisitions retoured to Chancery, 
^^ and there recorded, are the ^ Brieve of Tutory,^ for the 
*^ pui^ose of ascertainiAg who is the person that, by law, 
'^ ought to be appointed to the ofBce of Tutor to a minor 
^^ xmder the age <xf puberty, as being the nearest agnate or 
^* paternal relative of the age of twenty-five years ; and the 
^ ^ Brieve of Idiotcy, or Furiosity,^ for the purpose of ascer- 
^^ taining the mental incapacity of the individual alluded to,^ 
^^ finr the management of his own affairs, and who is the 
^^ nearest agnate of proper age and capacity, on whom that 
^^ management is to devolve. These have been arranged 
^^ together in the order of time, under the general title of 
'' ' Inquisitiones de Tutela.' " 

Two other sorts of Retours have been found in these 
records, namely. Inquisitions of the Extent or estimated 

X 
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value of the whole of the lands of a county or other district ; 
and Inquisitions taken under an Act of the Scottish Parlia^ 
ment, 1584^ c. 2, for the purpose of ascertaining the real 
estates of which persons, forfeited for treason,^ were in pos* 
session for five years preceding their forfeiture. These are 
few in number, and are printed in the Appendix. 

The present work has been brought down to the «nd of 
the seventeenth century. It embraces the contents of about 
forty-nine volumes of the Record : as also those more ancient 
Retours which have been deposited in Chancery at a later 
period ; and an abridgment of those original Retours, of 
which the existing books contain no record. 

^^ Throughout the whole of the Abridgment the names of 
** places, as given in the record, have been exactly followed. 
" Where the record was known to be grossly erroneous in 
^^ this respect, the true name or spelling has been frequently 
^^ added, within brackets ; and where a gross error was sus* 
*^ pected, a conjectural reading, followed by a point of inter-* 
^^ rogation, has sometimes been inserted. But there is good 
^^ reason for believing that many other errors of the same 
^^ kind exist in the Record, and have been imavoidably trans^ 
^^ ferred into the Abridgment, of which only a minute local 
^^ knowledge could possibly have afforded the means of 
" detecting.'' To this satisfactory explanation of these use- 
ful volumes, which is prefixed to them by the editor, Thomas 
Thomson, Esq., it is only necessary to add, |;hat there is a 
close resemblance between the " Retours '" and the " Inqui- 
** sitions post Mortem,"" in England. The object with which 
they were taken was the same, and arose from the interests 
which the feudal system gave the Sovereign in the greater 
part of the lands of both countries. 

The three volumes of " Inquisitionum Retomatarum ^ 
were published at ^L 1^8. 6d. ; but the present price is 
3/. 13*. 6d. 
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SPECIMENS OF THE ABBREVIATIO INQUISITIONUM 

RBTORNATARUM. 

Apr. 16. 1546. — Abe&deek. Thomas Cha&t&ous hastes Thome 
Chartrouss de Eynfawnes, avt, — in terns et Baronla de Lunfannan, in Baronia 
deOndlL— A. E. ^eiO. N. E. ^60 L 67. 

Oct.3. 1683.-— IssoBELLA Douglas, spoma Arthuri Udney, Mercatoris 
Buigensis de Edinburgh, haret Margarete Jack, relicUs Joaonis Douglas, 
mercatoris Burgensis de Aberdein, mo/m, in piscaria unius retis salmonum 
pisdum de lie radc et stells, super aqua de Dee infra libertatem Burgi de 
Aberdein. A. £. ^4. N. £. ;>^16 xxxvii. 194. 

Nov. 26. 1646. — ^Bakff. Alexander Hay de Munktoun, hares domini 
Alexandri Hay de Quhytburgh militis aliquando designati Alexandri Hay, filii 
legitimi Alexandri Hay, directoris cancellarids, jEMilm,.»in manso cum acris ter. 
rarum nuncupatis Clerks croft, et mid terrs vocato Buidrig, cum dedmisi in 
dominio de Fordyce^ A. £. lOs, QcU N* £. 32$ xviii* .30^ 
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EXPLANATIONS OF THE CONTRACTIONS 

USED IN RECORDS. 

As the Tolumes published by the Record Commission are 
printed with the contractions which occur in the originals, 
it is desirable to append the table explaining those con- 
tractions, which is inserted in the first volume of the 
authorized edition of the Statutes of the Realm. 

A straight line over a vowel denotes the omission of the 



qui 

antiq^ . 
hoiu 
n5 . . 



letter m orn following : 



quam 
anti^uam 
bommum 
non 



comun 


commun 


avaudis • 


avaunditz 


stati . . 


statim 


voliitate . 


voluntatem 



The straight line over m in the middle of a word denotes 
the omission of the letter n following : 

omes . . omnes | omia . . omnia 

A crooked line over some letter, or a line through some 
letter of the word contracted, denotes die omission of one 
or more letters of the word : 



bams 

nob 

heat 

salt 

epis 

oms 

libtates 



gratia 

ballivis 

nobis 

habeat 

salutem 

episcopis 

omnes 

libertates 



dns . . dominus 
diet • . dictum, &c. 

{cio or tio 
cion or tion 
coronacionis 
expeditaoo, expeditacio 
malicose . maliciose 



CO, to, 



coronacois 



A small superior letter denotes an omission, of which such 

letter forms a part : 



} 



quam 



q*m 

q 

occ^one, occasione 
imp*sonet% imprisonetur 



p^mis 

s* . 
n* . 



prmus 
prius 
sibi 
nisi 
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9 

bbove the line 



US 

aomedmcft 

et 



The following characters or abbreviations have certain 

explicit significations, viz. : — 

Character. 'Sigiiiiication. 

At the end of wards in the dative or 
Mative plural : 
abbatib} abbatibus 

quib) . . quibus 

S3 * . set (sed) 

poss} , . posset 

Or as a comprehensive mark of abbre^ 

viation : 
quil} . . quilibet 
qn3 • . quandocimque 
videl3 . videlicet 

Not bein^ the dative or Mative plural: 

huj^modi\ 

huf . . 
dedim . 



us 



9 

even with the 
line 

qorq> 



sometimes 
OS or ost 



comorcon 



que 



er 



} 



1 

s 



sometimes 

re 
rum 



exc^sare 
p tea 



.} 



and 
eciam 



ptenta 
9muni % 

absq^ 
usq 

Frequently used 

quia: 
exj citum 
itifle . 
infteglint 
devs 

egjssum 
transgjessum 

antecessor 
nro& 



hujusmodi 



hujus 
dedimus 



excusare 

post 

postea 

contenta 
communi 

absque 
usque 

also for quod and 



exercitum 
Itinere ; 
.infregerint 
devers 

egressum 
transgressum 

antecessorum 
nostrorum 



Sometimes to mark an abbreviation 
beginning with r : 
co^ . . coronacionem 
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Character. 


Significadon. 






t 


est 




2 


cer 


fr2it . . fecerit 


iS 




ctum 


certnm 


mer 


ameictur 
incator . 


amercietur 


c\ 




mercator 


? 


ser 


sviciuxn 


servicium 


rN 




svir 


servir 


? 


ter 


ce?a 


cetera 




sometimes 


tram 


terram 


^V 


tre 


rspasours 


trespasours 


9 


ver 


estoViu . 


estoverium 






ovtes 


overtes 


a 


uer 


f3it . . 


fuerit 






h3it 


habuerit 


p 


perl 
pro J 


As the prepositions per and pro in 


p 


forming words : 






cepit . . ceperit 






pbu 


probum 


■ 




aptemcnt 


apertement 






pmisit . 


permisit 






pp»a 


propria 






psone . 


persone 






pfit • . 


profit 






pmisit • 


promisit 






pchein . 


prochcin 






P* 


persona 


p 


also for 


patus 


paratus 




par and 


tempe 


tempore 




por 


pceles 


parceles 


r% 




corpum . 


corporum 


? 


pre 


psentem . 


presentem 






Sdcm 


predictum 






Slatz 


prelatz 






pndront . 


prendront 


Z 


tz 


6z 


fitz 






establisements 


establisements 


/■ 




fez 


fetz 






tenaunz . 


tenauntz 


f 


is or s 


scottf 


scottis 






lorde 


lords 






Jlso the Savon Characters : 






J? th 


5 y 
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